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Editor's Note: 
Patriotism 

Patriotism - devotion to one's 
country. How one loves the soil on which 
he has grown is an abstract feeling which 
can not be expressed in words. Nature 
has bestowed us with such a quality 
which helps us in establishing us firmly 
and making us feel proud in identifying us 
with our place of birth. Indians splendid 
traditions are one's inheritance. The 
stories of our forefathers, teachings of our 
elders are no doubt our wealth and fortune. 
In this context when we hear Maulana 
Azad saying that "I am proud of being an 
Indian, | am a part of the indivisible unity 
that is Indian nationality. | am 
indispensable to this noble edifice and 
without me this splendid structure of 


_ India is incomplete", we identify with his 


patriotism. Maulana’'s further assertion 
that "I am an essential element which 
has gone to build India and | can never 
surrender this claim" strengthens the |} 
bondages which one has with his || 
country. 


Though our literature is full of 
material which help and inculcate the 
feeling of oneness with our "hearth", we 
reproduce here a few coupiets from Urdu 
poetry. These show the intensity of love 
and attachment which we have with our 
home or place of living. 4 


Before proceeding further it will be 
worthwhile to give meanings of certain || 
words to help the readers enjoy the spirit |] 
of the verses: , 





B 


Nasheman - place of living 
- Khak - Soil 
Baghban . Mali; Gardener poia 
Sitan ea Hurt o 
. Qafas n Place of confinement; Pinjra 
-= Hamdam . - Friend — 
Ashian - Home 


Saiyad ©- Hunter, Captor 


Nasheman| phunkne wale hamari zindagi yeh hai: 
Kabhi roe kabhi sajde kiye khake nasheman par. 


(O Arsonist our life is such that often we wept and often we bowed to the soil of our. 
hearth.) . 


Jo jala diya hai to jalne de koi dam Nigah ke Samne; 
Are Baghbeén yeh sitam na ker mere ashiyan ko hawa na de. 


a you have burnt let it be lighted, O' Gardener do not fan the fire let me see it a bit more: ) 


Qafas mein mujh se rudad-e- chaman kahte na dar hamdam; 
Giri hai jis pe kal bijli woh._mera ashiyan kyon ho. 


(Do not hesitate in narating the happenings of gave. Why should it be my hearth that i is S 
burnt by lightening. ) awe 


Na kar Azad ae Siyad han itni Inayat kar; 
Qafas ke samne tasveer latka de gulistan ki. 


(Don't release me O' Hunter but do a favour, nang the ane of my garden Geib me. a 
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ABUL KALAM 
ON EDUCATION . 





Abul Kalam Azad 


India which has taken its place in the 
` comity of free nations of the world has to 
march forward in every field of her national 
-life with alacrity, but you will agree that none 
of these field is as important as the 
educational field. At present, the 
percentage of literacy in India is only 14.7, 
that is, out of every hundred nearly 85 
persons are totally illiterate. Not counting 
the population of the provinces which have 
= ceded from the Indian Union, the remaining 
population, according to the last census, 
is in the neighbourhood of 24,02,54,00. Of 
these, 2,93,72,000 are school-going 
children-between the ages of six and 


Speech by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad at the Opening 


_ Central Institute of Education, December 19, 1947 


? 


eleven. These statistics show that even if 
we ignore persons above the age of eleven 
we have still to make immediate 


‘arrangements for the education. of about 


3 crores of school-going children between 
the ages of six and eleven. | 


] am sure you will agree with me that 
this state of affairs is most deplorable and. 
no civilised Government can tolerate it. If 
we are unable to make arrangements for 


_the primary education of about 30 millions 


of our children, all our nation building . 
schemes will, ipso facto, become 
valueless. The only way out therefore is to 
try and lift millions of these children from 
the depths of neglect and ignorance 
immediately. The question is how best to 
solve this problem. The greatest hurdle 
facing us is the lack of trained teachers. 
Suppose, we take three teachers per 100 
children, we will require a minimum of 9 
lakhs of trained teachers for 30 million — 
school-going children. If we want to break 
this vicious circle, we should not postpone 
our educational schemes simply because 
there are not sufficient trained teachers. 
Rather we should mobilise as teachers all 
the educated persons available, and at the 
same time carry on the training of teachers 
with the greatest possible speed, so that 
trained teachers can be made available in 
sufficient number in the shortest possible 
time. The former Government of India has 
set up a central Advisory Board of 
Education which the present Government 
has continued. This Board had in the year 
1944 submitted a detailed report on the 
post-war educational development. One of 
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the basic recommendations in this Report 


_was the establishment of new training | 


institutions for teachers both by the Central 
and Provincial Governments. Accordingly, 


all the Provincial Governments as well as ` 


the Central Government while formulating 
their five- -year ‘post-war: programme had 
this recommendation in view. A number 
of such training institutions have already 
been opened and are still being opened in 
the various parts of the country. © 


The educational plan of the Central 
‘Government included a proposal to - 


. establish a Central Institute of Education 
located in Delhi. In 1945, the details of this 
scheme were finalised and Rs. 18,00,000 


_ for its buildings and Rs.°2,45,000 for 


equipment, etc. were set aside. It was 


E proposed that the building of the Institute. ~ 


should ‘provide  class-room 
accommodation for 300 students of both’ 


" sexes and hostel accommodation for 150 


Students. It was also decided to- chave the 
`. Institute within the university grounds and 
. regard it as a Faculty of Education of the 
- Delhi University. It is estimated that when 
the scheme is in full operation, its annual 
recurring. expenditure will be in 
neighbourhood of Rs.2 Lakh. This sum 


has been sanctioned by the Government. ~ 


| It was decided in 1945 that this 

scheme should start from 1946-47, but it 
_could not be taken in hand and a full year 
_was thus wasted. The building programme 


was held up owing to the non-availibility of ` 


building materials. This year, however, it 
‘was decided to start institution in a rented 
building. According;y, the house in which 
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-we are at present assembled, was _ 


acquired in July last; but we could no. y 
proceed with this work earlier owing to the“. 


'recent unfortunate disturbances in Delhi: i 


However, | am now happy that we have .. 
surmounted all our difficulties and that. 4 
today this institute is being opened by Your “^ 


Excellency. The teachers trained at this-*; 


institute will naturally be employed in the “ 
teaching institutions in the Centrally _ 
Administered Areas. But while gauging the’ 
real importance of the Institute, we should ` 

not give undue importance to this aspect `. 


- ofthe Institute. The function of the Institute ~ 
_ is something greater than this. It will turn 
-out teachers who will be 'model teachers'. 


for provinces but over and above all this, 
this Institute will be a research centre for - 
solving new educational problems of the 
country and will be a beacon light for the . 
training institutions of the country. The. 
problems facing the institute will be: how: 
to corelate the different systems of basic ` 
Education: how to reform the present’ 
system of examinations; and howto mould . 
the primary education of a child so that he-— 
is given full opportunity to develop his: 
individuality and also to equip himself to` 


‘keep ‘abreast of world affairs. This and 


similar other problems will come before 
the Institute and it will have to find ways 
and means of solving them. 


: We have had to start this Institute in 
a building which is hardly suitable for it but © 

there was no alternative owing tothe acute . 
shortage of suitable houses. This house, 
as Your Excellency can see for yourself, _ 


is not big enough for our requirements : 





` ‘even with the two tents which we have to 
‘pitch to Supplement this accommodation. 


` ‘Because of this limited accommodation, . 


_our work and progress will necessarily be 
“greatly hampered and restricted. We have 
. every hope, however, that these difficulties 
will not hamper our progress for long and 
- that soon this Institute will blossom forth 
and take its rightful place. Your Excellency, 
‘we are fully aware of the keen interest 
which you have evinced in the social and 


educational activities of this country. We . 


are deeply grateful to you for the zeal, the 
promptness and the personal interest 
which you have shown in dealing with the 






"Talab-al-ilm farizatun ala Kulle Muslimin wa Muslimatin" 
| Prophet Mohammad | | 
(To acquire knowledge is compulsory for all Muslim men and women. ) 


[5] 


relief of the unfortunate and afflicted people 
from Punjab. To show our appreciation it 
was only natural that | should have asked 
you to perform the opening ceremony of 
this institute. | am thankful to you for your 
kindness in accepting my invitation. | will 
now request Your Excellency to perform 
the ceremony of opening the Central 
Institute of Education, Delhi. By pressing 
the electric button you will open the doors 
of the Institute. May the gates of darkness 


- and ignorance which have prevented light 


from reaching the millions of my 
countrymen be thrown open very soon. in 
the same manner. E 
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It takes an age for a sigh to bear fruit, l 
Who lives long enough to vanquish your locks? TE 


A hundred crocodiles lie coiled in the web of every wave, 
See what happens to the droplet ere it becomes a pearl. 


Love demands patience, desire will not wait, E 2 AR 
What hues Snowe my heart reflect, till it bleeds to death? | 


Aah ko aie ek umr asar hee tak, 
Kaun jeeta hai teri zulf ke sar hone tak. 


panies -har mauj mein hai halqa- e-sad kaam-e-nihang, 
Dekheye kya guzre hai gatra pe guhar hone tak. 


Aashqi sabar talab aur tamanna betab, 
Dil ka kya rang karun khun-e-jigar hone tak. 


Asadullah Khan Ghalib 
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TURNING BACK 
THE -CLOCK 


irfan Husain* 


There are many confused Muslims 
who long for the return of the caliphate. 
For example, in a recent article in the 
Guardian called "The return of the 
caliphate", Osama Saeed argues for the 
restoration of the caliphate to unite the 
Muslim world. in support of his argument, 
he cites the success of the European 
Union and the United States in forging 
political and economic unions. 


But he forgets that both are secular 
entities, while the caliph derived his 
authority from his designation as God's 
vice-regent on earth. He also glosses over 
the inconvenient history of the caliphate 
“An eminent Pakistani commentator based in London. 


which saw much intrigue and bloodshed. 
Indeed, after the sack of Baghdad by the 
Mongol leader Halaku Khan in 1258, the 
regning caliph Khalifa Mustasim was killed, 
and his surviving Abbasid relatives sought 
refuge in Cairo. His uncle was appointed 
caliph in the Mamluk capital. 


“For the next 250 years or so, the 
caliph was a virtual prisoner in Cairo until 
the Ottomans anointed themselves the 
spiritual and temporal leaders of the 
Muslim world, and moved the caliphate 


-to Istanbul. This institution was finally 


abolished in 1924 by Mustafa Kemal 
Pasha, the secular leader of the newly 
established Turkish republic. Now, 
many Muslims think the answer to their 
current woes is the revival of the 
caliphate. 


Among this school of thought is 
Osama bin Laden and his band of. 
terrorists. But none of these extremists 
seem to have considered the practical 
difficulties in transforming their dream into 
reality. For starters, who would choose the - 
caliph? Given the deep schisms that divide 
Islam today, | cannot see how a . 
consensus can be developed. 


Another thing Osama Saeed 
overlooks in his Guardian article is the 


- huge gulf dividing the different countries 


and peoples who call themselves Muslims. 
What does an Indonesian have in common 
with a Turk, apart from faith? The truth is 
that religion is only one aspect of an 
individual's identity. Other equally 
important factors include language, 
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ethnicity, socio-economic status, 
education, and a whole range of layers that 
compose identity. To assume that just 


because somebody is born a Muslim, he ` 


will automatically obey a distant figure who 
calls himself the caliph is to ignore just 
how remote the authority of most of the 
past caliphs actually was. 


What are the other goals of Al Qaeda 


> and similar groups? Apart from wishing to 


restore the caliphate, they also want to 
reserve the expulsion of Muslims from 


Spain, as well as overthrow the rule of non- ` 


Muslims from countries where the faithful 
once held sway. These include India, 
Bosnia and Chechnya. And of course, 
Jews must be thrown out of Israel. They 
also want to see the removal of all kings, 
generals and sundry rulers currently 
running Muslim countries. It goes without 
saying that all other Muslim sects with the 
exception of a narrow, Salafi interpretation 
- of the faith have to be destroyed. 


Over time, the entire world must be 
--converted to Islam, and Shariah must be 
everybody. 
- . Understandably, the rest of the world is not 
very enthusiastic about these plans. 
Indeed, nor am I. Fortunately, we live in a 
very diverse world, and we are all enriched 
as a result. The thought of- a 
‘homogeneous world in which there is 
imposed uniformity of thought and belief 
is a horrifying Orwellian nightmare, no 
matter which ideology motivates it. 


After 9/11, there have been a 
number of sane voices asking for a 
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dialogue with these extremists. But the 
problem is that with such ludicrous 


demands - and this is júst a small sampling ` 
- how is negotiation possible? Indeed, by. 


their willingness to commit suicide for their 
lunatic agenda, they ensure that no 
reasonable person can sit down with them 
for a rational discussion. In their worldview, 
anybody disagreeing with them deserves 
to die. This is hardly the basis for civilised 
debate and discourse. Those who 


subscribe to such views are Clearly living ~ 
in the past. And this past is distorted and ` 


viewed through the prism of selective 
vision. This brings us to a major problem 
with these extremists: they are literalists 


.who, apart from a poorly digested reading 
.of religious texts, have studied no history, 


economics or philosophy. They have no 


understanding of culture and civilisation, 
and are ill-equipped to deal with | 


contemporary issues. Seeing things only 
in black and white, they cannot discern the 


: many shades of grey that are the dominant 
_hues of the world. 


Given these extreme and extremely 
irrational views, how can we reconcile this 
jihadi’ culture with the rest of the world? 
The short answer is that we can't. Many 
moderates say that if issues like Palestine 
and Kashmir are resolved, Islamic 
extremists will die down. The problem with 
this position is that the demands of Al- 
Qaeda and its ilk go far beyond these two 
issues. In Britain today, some Muslim 
groups demand the rule of the Shariah 


there. Do they seriously think this will - 


happen? But while most people dismiss 


WY 
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this as crazy talk, they do not see how they 
can take these extremists seriously. During 
George Galloway's election campaign in 
the Brick Lane constituency earlier this 
year, his speech was disrupted by a group 
-of Muslim extremists who loudly insisted 


. that elections were un-Islamic, and that : 


voters would go to hell. 


= The truth is that Muslim extremism 
. is on a collision course with the rest of the 
‘world, and George Bush's ‘war on terror’ 


misguided young men are willing to die for 
the restoration of the caliphate and all this 
implies, innocent people will die and the 
backlash will continue painting all Muslims 
< with the brush of extremism. And as long 


te 






Azad Academy Journal invites articles on current 
political affairs, social reforms, education and 
cultural developments. Help us to help the nation. - 


as cynical religious leaders continue 


_. brainwashing young zealots, they will go 


on blowing themselves up, taking many 


| innocent people with them. 


-in the West, there is a widespread 
misperception that somehow, moderate 
Muslims can influence these extremists 
into giving up terror as a weapon. Nothing 


.. cambe further from the truth. Reasonable 


people, whether Muslims or not, have no > 


| credibility with groups like Al Qaeda. In the 
-has no foreseeable end. As long as’ ` 


eyes of Bin Laden and his band of 
terrorists, we are irrelevant to their 
purpose. Either we are with them, or we 
are against them. There is currently no 
middle.ground. But until a middle ground 
is found, the killing will continue. E 






Editor 
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All beauty on earth derives from His grace, 
It's but His spark divine that sets the sun ablaze. 


My restless heart unleashed a storm, 
Its wailing raised a doom-like din. 


By knowing myself I've known the Lord, 
How removed from me, I see, Iwas. 


Tha mustaar husn se uske jo nur tha, 
Khurshid mein bhi usi ka zarra zahur tha. 
Hangaama garam kun jo dil-e-nasabur tha, 
Paida har ek nala se shor-e-nashur tha. 


Pohuncha jo aap ko to pohuncha Khuda ke taeen, 
Maalum ab hua ke bahut main bhi dur tha. ~ 


N 


Mir Taqi Mir 








+ 
* 
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THE FACTS BEHIND 
AMU CONTROVERSY . 
| K.N.Goyal 


The undisputed facts about AMU are as 
follows: 


"As far back as 1870 Sir Syed 
Ahmad Khan thought that the 
backwardness of the Muslim Community 
was due to their neglect of modern 
education. Hetherfore conceived the idea 
of imparting liberal education to Muslim in 
literature and science while at the same 
time instruction was to be given in Muslim 


religion and tradtions also. With this object - 


in mind, he organised a committee to 
devise ways and means for educational 
regeneration of Muslims and in May, 1872 
a society called the Muhammadan Anglo- 


[11] 


Orienta! College Fund Committee was 
started by collecting subscriptions to 
realise the goal that Sir Syed Ahmad Khan 
had conceived. In consequencce of the 
activities of the committee. a school was 
opened in May, 1873. In 1876, the school 
became a High School and in 1877 Lord 
Lytton then Viceroy of India, laid the 
foundation stone for the establishment of 


- a college. 


Thė Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental 
College, Aligarh (here in after referred to ` 
as the MAO College) was established 
thereafter and was a flourishing institution 
by the time Sir Syed Ahmad Khan diẹd in 
1898. ' 


Thereafter. the idea of establishing 
a Muslim University gathered strength 
from year to year at the turn of the century 


_ and by 1911 some funds were collected 


and a Muslim University Associatin was 
established for the purpose of establishing 
a teaching university at Aligarh. Long 
negotiations took place between the 
Association and the Central Government; 
which eventually resulted in the 
establishment of the Aligarh University in 


1920 by a 1920 Act. It may be mentioned 


that before that the Association for the 
univesity collected a large sum of money 
as the Government of India had made it a 
condition that rupees thirty lakhs must be 
collected for the Univesity before it could 
be established. 


Further the existing MAO College 
was made the basis of the University and 
was made over to the authorities 





Azad Academy Journal, January 1 - 31, 2006 | 


[12]. 





established by the 1920 Act for the 
administration of the university along with 


the properties and funds attached to the 


college the major part of which had been 
contributed by Muslims though some 
contributions were made by other 
communitites as well. 


‘The MAO College was teaching 


institution under the Allahabad University. 
_ All degrees were therefore conferred by 
that university. Therefore the AMU Act was 
passed in 1920. its long title read "An act 
to establish and incorporate a teaching and 
resdential Muslim University at Aligarh." a 


The two societies named aone 


were dissolved one of which wa running 
the MAO College and the other collecting 


funds for the proposed University. All their 
‘assets and libilities were transferred by the 


Act to the University. | 
The administration of the University 


was to vest in the Chancellor, Pro- < 


Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor (all three 
to be appointed by the Central 
government) and the first members of the 
court (whose names were specified in the . 

Schedule). All of the latter happened to be 
Muslims. Thereafter also, according to the ` 
1920 Act, all members of the court must 
be Muslims. l 


In 1951, when most proably Maulana 


Azad was the Education Minister and 
Humayun Kabir the Education Secretary, 
“an amendment was made deleting the 


proviso that required that all ‘members of . 


the court must be Muslims. The 
_ requirement in the 1920 Act for compulsory 
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religious education for Muslims was also 
deleted in 1951. 
Azeez Bashir and some others 


challenged these amendments of 1951. 
The Supreme Court however rejected the 


Challenge. It held that for an institution to 
be a minority institution for purposes of. 
Article 30 of the Constitution it. must have . 


first been "established" by-the minority. The 
Supreme Court held that thought the MAO 


College had no doubt been established by ` 


Muslims the two societies had they 


` prevailed upon the Goverment to establish 


a University by a statute. 


For this they offered to be dissoleved 
and their assets and libilities to be 
transferred to the University. The Supreme 


La i 


Court further held that it was not legally 


possible for MAO College to confer _ 


degrees that would be recognised for jobs, 
etc. - 


The Muslims could have established 


a University even without a statute, as 
befroe the UGC was formed there was no 
bar on private universities being 


-` established. But they chose instead to 


approach the Government. for 
establishment of a university-by statute. 


‘In making these holdings the court, 
through a five-judge Constitution bench 
headed by Chief Justice Wanchoo, 
accepted the Central Government's plea 
that AMU was not a minority institution. 


1 967. 


. Buti in the Emergency era ‘Muslims 


Indira Gandhi headed the Government in | 


[3] 
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had been alienated from the Congress and 


inthe 1977 elections Imam Bukhari and ` 


other Muslims had openly come in support 

of the Janata Party. So in 1981 when Indira 

Ji returned to power she tried to mollify the 

Muslims by having an other Act passed 

with a view to overruling the Supreme 
Court finding. — 


The Allahabad High Court has ciel | 


followed as it was bound to, the Supreme 
-` Court ruling and rightly held that the 1967 
judicial finding based on an interpretation 
of the historical facts could not be validly 
= reversed by legislation, hence the1967 
ruling continued to hold the field. 


EminentConstitutionla writer HM — 


- Seerval has no doubt criticised the 
Supreme Court ruling and expressed his 


strong opinion that on the admitted facts 
the case of the Mulsim minority was under 
a complusion to get a University 
established. through a statute so that its 
degrees would be officially recognised 
could not deprive it of its right. 


The MAO College having been . 
founded by the Muslims was the nucleus 
for the AMU, hence AMU should betaken 
to have been established by t the Muslim 
minority. - 


So it is only a larger bench of the 
Supreme Court that can reverse the 1967 
ruling and not a parliamentary statute.. 
Apparently no problem arose until AMU 
decided to accord 50% reservation in 
engineering and medical courses for. 
NIUSA students. M 


Courtesy: The Hindistan Times 


Views expressed by the writers are their 
own and not necessarily of the Academy. 





Editor 
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` Bootless to me the miracles of Christ, 
Unless someone cures my ache. 


` Law and scripture could sure be invoked, 
But an assassin like him is beyond their pale. 


_ Sharp is my love with a shooting dart, 
Who can carve a place in his heart. 
lbn-e-Mariam hua kare koi, 

Mere dukh ki dawa kare koi. 


Shara-o-aaen par madaar sahi, 
Aise qaatil ka kya kare koi. 


Chaal jaise kari kamaan ka tir 
-Dil mein aise ke ja kare koi. 


_ Asadullah Khan Ghalib 
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CAMUS' THE OUTSIDER: | 
A CRITICAL APRAISAL 


imran Ahmad 


Albert Camus (1913-1960) was an 
existentialist. Existentialism is a highly 
subjective philosophy. Itis a philosophy of 
despair and gloom, of the hollowness of 
social mores and moral precepts. It is 
based on the subjective experiences and 
feelings of man. Existentialism developed 
in Germany and France in the post World 
War period, Kierkegaard, Heidegger, 
Jaspers, Bergson, Sartre and Camus are 
some of the existentialist philosophers. 


Basic Postulates of existentialism: 


Existentialism is a philosophy of 
man and existence. Its basic premises are 
as follows: 


' *226/72, Subhash Marg, Lucknow-3 


Ped 


1, Man has no power over his birth, his 
-life and his death. 


2. Man's personality is filled with 
despair and gloom. Inwardly, he is 
unhappy and without hope. 


3, Manis lonely and uncared. He is a 


stranger to himself and others. 


4. . Social concepts and moral ideals 
are hollow and meaningless. These 
are responsible fro the alienation of 
man. 


5. Man is an outsider in his country, in 
his own society. 


Camus has elaborated and 


illustrated the last (Fifth) theme of 


existentialism in 'The Outsider’. Camus, 
like other existentialists, was deeply 
affected by the social conditions created 
by modern and industrial society, which | 
were against the nature of man. These 
conditions made man lonely, alienated and - 
helpless. The World War made life more 
miserable, gloomy and pessimistic. Man 
became totally estranged internally and 
externally. He became a stranger. to 
himself and others. He became an 
outsider in his own country, in his own city, 
in his own society. Man in modern society 
has no roots, no identity, no links with 
others. He has no recognition as an 
insider, a native, and a citizen. He has no 
say in the current issues and problems of 
his society. 


The outsider is an abstraction. He 
is not a concrete individual. He is a 
shadow. He has lost the vitality of life due 
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to broken relationships. He feels himself 
an isolated island in the vast sea of 
nothingness. 


Critical Appreciation: 


= LA. Richards considers ‘The 
Outsider’ an existentialist critique of 
modern society that is a product of 
_ Industrial Revolution. S.K. Langer calls 
"The Outsider’ a dirge of war and its 


_ devastating effects on man's life and 
_- personality. Christopher Hanson writes 


that 'The Outsider’ presents in an effective 


___ manner the void created by the modern 


civilization in the life of man. 


To sum up, Camus' The Outsider l 


is a brilliant exposure of the dehumanising 


impact of money, machine and industry on 


man. N 


We solicit suggestions and views of our readers to 


make this Journal more informative and useful. 
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67 YEARS ON, IQBAL IS 
POET OF THE FUTURE 


Mir Ayoob Ali Khan 


There are various reasons for 
Iqbal's fame. Chief among them are the 
power of expression the diction, the range 
of concepts, the way he tickles and 
inspires readers and the manner in which 
he describes man as master of his 
destiny. He has something to offer for all 
kinds of people. To nationalist Indians, his 
poems give pride while for the Pakistanis, 
he is their ‘concept giver’. 


arare 


‘Allama Iqbal, the poet who wrote the 
heart-warming patriotic Saare Jahan Se 
= Achcha, remains the most debated 
literature in the Indian subcontinent even 

after 67 years of his death in Lahore. — 


had - 


The deep interest in Iqbal can be 
gauged from the gathering at a mosque in 
Hyderabad where about 150 admirers 
meet in-the afternoon every week to listen 
to an expert on the works and life of the - 
poet. The lecture series at Aliya mosque 


_has bee going’on regularly for the last eight 


years. | 


From late economist, academic and 
diplomat Ali Muhammad Khusro to 


_ London-based Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed 
-Shakeb to experts in the city, the range of 


speakers on poet Shaikh Muhammad 
Iqbal, at the mosque has been impressive. 


Then, there is the Iqbal Academy 
that has been conducting research, 
organising conferences, seminars and 
lectures and publishing a biannual journal 
on Poet-Philosopher of the East for about 


four decades. — 


- Literary. experts are unanimous in 


- saying that the enchanting poetry of Shaikh 


Muhammad Iqbal, born in Sialkot (now in 
Pakistan) on November 9, 1877, has left 
far behind the gifted Meer and Ghalib in 


=. popularity and controversy as well. They 
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say there are various reasons for his fame. 
Chief among them are the power of 
expression, the diction, the range of ` 
concepts, the way he tickles and inspirers 
readers and the manner in which he 
describes man as master of his destiny. | 
He has something to offer for all kinds of 
people. To nationalist Indians, his poems 


_Himalay, Tarana-e-Hindi, Naya Shivala, 


Ram, Imam-e-Hind and Nanak give pride. 
At the same time, for the Pakistanis, 


— 
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= he is their "concept giver" and national 

_ poet. The socialists in the subcontinent 
believe that by writing poems like Lenin 
Khuda ke Huzoor Mein, he has become 
their justifier and for the pan-Islamists he 
is the ultimate source of inspiration. 


On the other side of the scene, his 
ghazals and nazms are sung by ghazal 
singers and qawwals and politicians of all 
hues use his couplets to play to the 
emotions of their voters. 


Ordinarily speaking, it is difficult to 
pin down Iqbal on a single dimension of 


_ intellect. 
` Perhaps, among all the Indian poets, 


he is the most unique. Late professor of 


English Aziz Ahmed had said, "After . 


_ having read all of Iqbal’s work, we find that 
we have much around Iqbal. We have to 


study Rumi, Nietzsche, Bergson, Fischte, ` 


Al-Jeeli, Greek, Islamic, Hindu and modern 
European thought, German, Italian and 
English poetry, Persian and Urdu ghazals; 
and after having read all this when we 
return to Iqbal's poetry, we feel that much 
more yet remains to be read." 


Dr. Vahiduddin quotes Hermann 
Hesse, who wrote the foreword to the 
German translation of the poet's epic in 
‘Persian, Javeed Namah, as saying that 
the spiritual world of Iqbal belong to three 
spheres of the spirit — the world of Islam, 
the world of the Western thought and the 
world of India. 


Prof. Syed Sirajuddin lists the areas - 


where Iqbal has coniributed immensely. 
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"His concepts of time and space emotion 
and reason, of love and the self- 
determinism and free will, history and the 
perfected man who can revolutionise and 
transcend history, of change and the’ 
dynamic principle of life, of all conquering 


-power ethically restrained and regulated 


and his views on politics, society, 
education and women require separate 
treatment because they are all very 
important,” he says. 


According to Prof. Anwar Muazzam, 
the poet has launched scathing attacks on 
the mullahs and the maulvis and yet he is 
often quoted by them. Of them, the poet 
said, "Qaum kiya cheez hai qaumaun ki 
imamat kiya hai/ Is ko kiya jane yeh do . 
rakat ke imam (What.a nation is or what 
is the leadership of nations/ What do these 
imams of two rakat (smallest unit of Islamic _ 
prayer namaz) know about these things)". . 


At another, he sarcastically said, 
"Ajab nahin khuda tak teri rasayee huyee/ 
Teri nigah se posheeda hai aadmi ka 
muqam (No wonder that you have access 
to God/ Since your eye has not discovered 


_the position of man)". 


Congress leader and senior 
advocate Ghulam. Yazdani, the main 
organiser of the lectures on Iqbal_in the 
conference hall of Aliya mosque says, "I 
have been his admirer since my childhood.. 
| want everyone to know what Iqbal has to 
offer. We are on the way to completing 400 


-~ Jectures on him." 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed Shakeb believes 
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that the popularity of Iqbal lies in his 


universal humanism. To understand the- 


main strain of his thought one has to read 


. -him carefully in Urdu as well as in Persian. 


To support his point he quotes Iqbal, 
"Mashriq se bezaar naa magreb se hazar 
kar/ Fitrat ka taqqza hai har shab ki sahar 
kar (One should not despise either east 
or west/ Nature demands working for dawn 
wherever there in nightly darkness)." For 
Iqbal Academy vice-president Zaheeruddin 
Ahmed, Iqbal is a poet of the future. He 
quotes Iqbal, "Hadsa jo abhi parda-e-aflaak 
mein hai/ Aks uska merey ayina-e-/drak 


mein hai (Events that are still in the veil of 


heavens/ Their reflection can be seen in 
the mirror of my wisdom)." 


Experts believe that the interesting 
Iqbal would continue to dominate the 
minds of people for a long time to come. 
His chairs in almost all important countries 
have made him a subject of study in 
Europe, America and the West Asia. 


= "It is not an Iqbal cult. The man has 
so much to offer. The debates on him, for 
and against, would continue to rage. There 
seems no stopping to them," says Dr. 


Shakeb. $- 


"Khama angusht ba-daman hai ise kya likhye, 
' Natiya Sir bagariban hai ise kya kahye:" 
| 7 Ghalib | oe 


(The pen is awe as what to write about It, 
Then speech is dumb-founded as what to call it.) 
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‘Lincoln's depression led to his political success’ 


Patricia Cohen 


Can the generally disappointing crop of national leaders today be attributed to the Prozac generation's addiction 
to cheeriness? Thatis one strain of thought in Joshua Wolf Shenk's book, which argues that Abraham Lincoln's lifelong 
struggle with depression was responsible for his becoming one of America's greatest president. 

The emotionally suffering artist stokes our romantic imagination; the emotionally suffering politician evokes panic. 

But depression, Shenk says, has got bad press. This is not a gimmick; he has first hand ee In previous 
ming about his own depression, Shenk credited it with shaping his personality. 

` If"Lincoln's melancholy," a thoughtful but uneven book, is the product of a particularly personal experience, itis — 
also the result of the latest currents in psychology and Lincoln studies. Melancholy, he declares, led Lincoln to have 
the passion to secure justice. In making the case, he synthesises the latest research, recounts family history and 
eyewitness testimony, and even offer readers his own interpretation of Lincoln's poetry. ` 

. "Melancholy in Lincoln's time was understood to be a multifaceted phenomenon that conferred potential salads 
along with grave dangers, today we tend to discount its complexities." 

In Shenk’ eyes, Lincoln went through three stages of depression. The first hit in 1835, when he was ; 26, and 
remained through the ups and downs of his early political career in Illinois. "l and now the most miserable man living 

.. Imust die or be better," he wrote in 1841. 

Depressives overreact to small events as much as to major ones, and Shenk discusses aniy ümber of things — 

troubles, profound doubts about Mary Todd, feelings for other women and bleak weather (a frequent trigger) — that 
could have been the cause. More important is what tumed Lincoln from thoughts of suicide, and that was a sense of 
purpose, and “irrepressible desire" to achieve something meaningful. 

Lincoln's marriage in 1842 to the emotionally troubled Mary Todd marks the second stage, Shenk writes. In 1850, 
this candid chronicler of emotion barely mentioned the death of his three-year-old son, Eddie. And though -ngom 
remained an unconventional thinker, he increasingly turned to the Bible for solace. srm 

During this-period, when he-won election to the House of Representatives but lost out on two Senate sais 
“Lincoln adapted, Shenk says, working frantically and developing the discipline, creativity and Pelee that 
would later serve his in his political crusade. 

Finally, in the mid-1850's, Lincoln transformed his personal struggle into a struggle for universal justice He 
responded to the loss of the Senate race to Stephen A. Douglas in 1858 not with suicidal musings but with resolve; 
"The cause of civil liberty must not be surrendered at the end of one, or even, one hundred defeats." Later, during 

_ the'dark days of the Civil War, he wrote, "! expect to maintain this contest until successful, or till | die." His experience 
with melancholy provided him with the creative juice that inspired his greatest writings. 

At the end comes the hero's triumph; the Emancipation Proclamation fulfils his life-long dream. Referring to his 
earlier rejection of suicide, Lincoln told a friend that he had indeed accomplished something meaningful: "I believe in 
this measure my fondest hopes will be realised." 

Shenk provides some fascinating details about Lincoln and offers a sensitive portrait of his emotional state. Butin 
the end, no psychological profile can do justice to Lincoln's life. And the speculative "may haves" and "might haves" 
don't stretch far enough to connect cause with effect. 





Courtesy: The New York Times 
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DEVA, ASURA AND AHURA 
| Amulya Ganguli 


. Inthe season of the Durga Puja, as 
thé goddess slays the demon, the myth 
recalls the battles of a distant past which 
shaped the course of Indian history: Indian 
epics routinely refer to. the conflicts 
between the Devas and the Asuras ‘in 
: ancient times. In all probability it was Iran 


where the two Aryan tribes fell out. In his 


The Cotinent of Circe, Nirad Chaudhuri 
says that "at least one Sanskrit text 
attributes the war between the Devas and 
the Asuras to a dispute over land. The 


Devas, who lost the war, left Iran to the _ 


Asuras and moved east. Hindu mythology 
represents the victory of the Asuras and a 
usurpation of the heaven of their own 


: alee’ the theme of paradise lost and 


regained is one of the major stories of 
Hindu mythology, and it must date from the 


Iranian sojourn of the Indian Aryans." It has 


to be clarified that the concept Indian and 
Iranian identify did-not exist in the 
prehistoric times when the conflict took 


place. These nationalities were the 


creation of a much later period. Moreover, 


- itwas a battle between kinsmen. To quote 


Chaudhuri again, "all Hindu texts are 
agreed in making the enemies closely 


related in blood and culture. Some texts 


regard them as brothers, sons of the 
same father, Prajapati." The Safapatha— 
Brahmana furnishes the additional . 
information that the Asuras were the elder 
sons and the Devas the younger. In the 
Mahabharata, it is said that "in the 
Devasura battles. of yore, there were 
Devas and Asuras; of them, the Devs 
were younger and the Asuras were 
elders." The kinship is also evident from 
the fact that, as Romila Thapar says in her 
book, Early India, that "the language of the 
Avesta (the holy book of the Zoroastrians) 
and Indo Aryan ... descended from the 
same ancestral lanquage ... the linguistic 
relationship between the two includes not 
just words but also concepts. The. in 
erchangeability between 'h' and 's' is one 
of the differences, but there is a 
consistency in this change such as 
tahoma, daha, hepta hindu, Ahura in 
Avestan and soma, dasa, sapta sindhu, 


_ Asura in Rig Vedic Sanskrit." - ’ 


But it is the inversion in the attributes 


P 40829. 
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of the gods which points to the past 


‘battles. Indra is a demon in the. Avesta, 


and so are the Devas, while the Ahura or | 


Asura is a revered deity. In the Rig Veda, 
however, Indra and the Devas are.gods 
‘and the Asuras are evil. It is not impossible 
that these weré the real names of real 


people, which have come down virtually, 
unchanged over the centuries. Devas.and ` 
' -Asuras may-have been the names of the ` 
_ two tribes-and Devraj Indra — the "thunder - 
. - god" as R.C. Majumdar calls him in his 
book, Ancient India — was a warlord of 


the former. If the Devas or, according to 
Thapar, the "Indo-Aryan speakers living in 
the Indo-Iranian borderlands and the 
‘Haraxvati (Sarasvati) area of Afghanistan 
gradually migrated to the Indus plain," then 
they might well be called the first batch of 
Parsis, although the concept of Persia was 
_ not prevalent at the time which is 1500 BC. 
In the Avesta, there are references to 
these migrations from Iran to the hepta 
hindulsapta sindhu areas as a result of 


. pressure on the land because of an’ 


increase in human and animal populations. 


- When the ancestors of today's Parsis left _ 


- the land of their birth in the 7th-century AD 

because of the threat posed by Islam to 

Zoroastrianism, did a faint racial memory 

of the migrations more than 2,000 years 

earlier make them choose India as al 
‘new home? | 


What these theories underline is that 
:_ some of the seminal events of prehistoric 
- India were concentrated inthe Afghanistan/ 


a region. These were also: 


ey 
pa 


-— 
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disquieting orientation, especially in ` 


kY 


_ Sarayu .. 


"present name is Hariud (on whose banks: 


culture. Chaudhuri says that "there survives | 
in our texts a vague memory that the 
quarrel may. also have been over a ` 


question of religion and beliefs ... the 
Aryans who left Iran may have felt that the 
majority of their people were taking a 


religious matters ....a change of outlook 


i 
ge 


... to the jealous and -intolerant Semitic _ 
single God." If so, we can discern here the — 


beginning of the concept of polytheism and 


pluralism which is such an integral feature . 


of Hindu and Indian life. 


The focus on the north-west moves __ 


' ‘the centre of gravity of Indian history away 


from the Indo-Gangetic plain, today's 
Aryavarta. As a result, the Haraxvati or 


Sarasvati, the main river of the Rig Veda, 
becomes a part of Afghanistan, and so 


does Haroyu or Sarayu, on whose banks 
the city of Ayodhya was supposedly 
located. In-his The Vedic People, Rajesh - 
Kochhar says that "Rama's Ayodhya .. 

could not have been any where inthe 
Ganga Plain because all the settlement 
sites here, like the present-day Ayodhya, 
are of relatively recent origin. In the. 
absence of any authentic informataion ° 
about this ancient Ayodhya, the only 


‘reliable clue available’is the fact that it was 


situated on the banks of river Sarayu. The 
problem.then reduces to locating the old 


identified with the Avestan Haroyu,whose 


the city of Herat is situated). Rama's 
Ayodhya must then be -placed on its banks 


. Rig Vedic Sarayu should be © 


and Rama himself must have lived in 
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Afghanistan.” 


Four thousand years after the 
fratricidal battles before the arrival of the 
Deavas in India,the epic — and 
undoubtedly the most momentous — 
conflict in the history of the subcontinent 
is celebrated in the Durga Puja and the 
Navaratri festivals. In recalling this period 







Rakhiyo Ghalib mujhe is talkh nawai mein mauf 
Aaj kuchh dard mere dil mein siwa hota hai: 


(Ghalib excuse me for speaking so bitterly, 
For today | feel greater pain in my heart.) 


in the dawn of history, the prayers and 
reminiscent of a vigorous race of people, 
asking for the benediction of the 
goddess in granting beauty, victory and 
fame (rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasham 
dehi) — a highly materialistic attitude 
at odds with the other-wordiy mindset 
which is now regarded as typical of 
Indians. B : 
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The Message. of Humanity* | 
Obaidur Rahman .Nadwi 


. Vee been impressed with diabolical juncture of the country and deprivation of human gaiti: and norms 
Maulana Syed Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi's restless soul felt an urgent need to launch a movement in the name of "Payam- 
e-Insaniyat (Message of humanity) in different sections of the people. Maulana S.M. Wazeh Rasheed Nadwi states that 
the idea of Payam-e-insaniyat originated at Siwan (Bihar), where Maulana Abul Hasan Nadwi addressed a large 
congregation, subsequent to a holocaust which took heavy toll of Muslim lives. An abominable image of Muslims aggravated 
by medid had been formed in the minds of the majority. The address elicited following comments from a Hindu ‘senior citizen 

. in the audience: "Maulana, | have listened only to two speeches, one by CR Das (Deshbandhu) and the other is yours. 
Muslim and non-Muslims alike have a right over you. | intend to invite you to this city once again.” 


. The beginning of this auspicious and quite simple act was initiated from Allahabad. The reason of diih in 
Maulana's own words: "We have started this humble work from Allahabad because the city is associated with "Allah". 1f - 


Maulana S.M. Rabey Hasani Nadwi and Maulana S.M. Wazeh Rasheed Nadwi are still closely associated with 
the movement to steer the message ali through. 


. The main purpose of "Payam-e-Insaniyat" Forum is to create mutual good-will, an atmosphere of affection and” 
kindness and to put an end to violence, lawlessness, anarchy, moral degradation and create fellow feeling towards 
each other and to hold public meetings and seminars fro promoting and PRENG the sense of sharing sorrows and 
suffering of human-beings. 


Maulana Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi says, “Sharing others suffering are man's highest virtue.” "If man loses the ability 
of sharing other's suffering, he will become bankrupt. Even if a nation is blessed with the wealth of America, administration 
of Russia, and petrol wells of Saudi Arabia, even if rivers of gold and silver flow in it, and even if wealth showers over 
its land like rain, it will still be truly pauper if its stream of love is dried. The blessings of Allah will not descend on it. It is 
a matter of satisfaction that man's eyes can still shed tears and that his heart can still suffer with the pain of others. The 
heart which loses this quality is not a heart. itis just a piece of stone. Such a heart has no value in the sight of Allah, no 
matter whether it is the heart of a Muslim, or a Christian. The eye which does not become wet is not a human eye: It is 
the-eye of a daffodil. The heart which does not feel pain of others is not a human heart, it is a heart of lion. The forehead 
which does not become wet with the perspiration of penitence is not a human forehead: it is a piece of rock. The hand 
which does not move forward to serve humanity is virtually paralysed and lifeless. The claw of a lion is better than that 
hand of a person which.cuts the throat of another human-being. 


- Former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee writes in his condolence message on Ali Mian. "Ali Mian, as he was 
‘respectfully known, was also a great humanitarian. In his last message he strongly condemned the hijacking of the 
Indian Airlines Plane, stating, "Nobody, having respect and love for human beirigs can ever approve of such action." 


Needless to add that for the fulfilment of his mission, Maulana did not dither from speaking the truth on the face; be 
it Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi, V.P: Singh, Narsimha Rao or Atal Bihari Vajpayee. His sole purpose was to convey 
what, in his opinion, was good for all classes and the country as a whole. 


. In a nutshell, Maulana i is no more today with us but his message and teachings are here to guide us. We sould 
_ do our best to enhance it in every comer of the country so that an ame of brotherhood and love may perpi.uate 
“amongst us. | . | = 
*Ali Mian died on 31-12-1999 | | | 
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MUSLIM BODIES 


PRESERVE HINDU SCRIPTS 


Syed Akbar 





In this age of relgious bigotry, many 
Muslim organisations of Andhra Pradesh 
are working tirelessly to vee rare 
Hindu scriptures. 


The 117-year-old Dairatul Maarif 
treasures its copy of the Arabic version of 
the Bhagvad Gita, probably the only one 
of its kind in the world. ` 


Similarly valued is. the Persian 
-= Ramayana, estimated to be more than 
600 years old, which is kept in the library- 
cum-research cnetre of the 132-year-old 
Jamia Nizamia. | 


The Arabic Gita and the Persian 
Ramayana are merely two among the 200- 
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odd rare Hindu relgious manuscripts and 


books: preserved in variou Muslim: 


research institutes, including madrasas. 
These organisations take good care of 
such manuscripts. | 


They use state-of-the-art methods 
to protect them for posterity. Several 
manuscripts have been digitised and CD - 
versions are available for scholars of 
comparative religions. 


The Arabic version of the Gita, known 
as Al Kita, is about 100 years old. The 
Jamia Nizamia,a deemed university with - 
international recognition, also possesses 
a 500-year-old manusript of the 
Mahabharata in Persian. Both these 
documents have been laminated. and 
preserved by Nizamia. 


"They are invaluable,” said Syed 
Akbar Nizamuddin, chancellor of Jamia 
Nizamia. "The Mahabharata manuscript is 
in bad shape and we have now carefully 
hand-laminated it. We have also micro- - 
filmed and digitised the scriptures." 


Al Kita was published by Dairatul . 


Maarif in the beginning of the last century 
on the request of a noble from Kolkata. Its 
pieated editions are available in Gulf 
countries. | 


Another valuable possession of the 
Daira is the Arabic version of Rabindranath 
Tagore's Gitanjali. 


"There's nothing communal about 
knowledge," said Mufti Khaleel Ahmad, the 


‘grand mufti and vice-chanellor of the 


Nizamia. "Only people are communal. 
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Reading books of different religions 
enhances one's understanding. No religion 
teaches hatred. 


.. 8 Dozens of researchers visit tes 
libraries tọ study the rare manu-scripts. 
~ The Islamic Academy of Comparative 

‘Religion also has in its possession scores 
of Hindu religious books, including copies 


of 188 Upanishads, four Vedas, the ~ 


' Bhagavad Gita, Valmiki Ramayana, 
.Manusmriti and several Puranas. It also 
. possesses 30 Bibles in Hebrew, Arabic, 

Urdu, Telugu and Greek. 


Luckily, our books: are still in good 
condition," said M. Asifuddin, president of 
IACR. "We have been taking great care to 

preserve them." 


_ Another city Muslim organisation 
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- Jaboriously preserving Hindu scriptures is 
_ the Iqbal Academy. It has rare copies of 
- the Gita and Mahabharata. 


The Asafia: Library and the HH Nizam 
Trust's Library have several Hindu 
scriptures in Urdu, Persian and Arabic. 


"Study of different religioris will help 
prevent misconceptions, hatred and 
mistrust," said All India Muslim Personal 
Law Board secretary Abdul Rahim 


Qureshi. "We can eradicate social evils 


by promoting religious values.” 


Mr. Hafiz Shujath Hussain, a 


research scholar reading the Al Kita, said 
it was. heartening to see Muslim 
organisations. preserve such rare 


manuscripts. "We have to take care to 


keep them safe for ever," he said. E 


Courtesy: The Asian Age | 


NAVRAS 
Navras Jaat Aafreedi 


_Navras is the aesthetic experince 
(not the emotional experience itself) of the 
nine basic emotions or tastes (rasas), viz., 


sensitive (perception of love: Shringar),. 


comic (hasya), heroic (veer), furious 
(raudra), apprehensive (vibhatsa), 
compassionat (karuna), horrific 
(bhayanak); marvellous ‘er ‘and 
calmed (shaant). 


The earliest ications Navras is 
found in the Natyashastra, which has 
beenvariously dated from the second 
century AD. This work is in many respects 
a manual for the producer of stage plays 
and deals withall aspects of drama, 


including dance and music. Much of the | 
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present-day musical terminology stems 
from the Natyashastra,.a source of | 
inspiratin for many treatises over the 
centuries. The drama is, according to the 
Natyashastra, an imitation of all the 
actionsof the world, the essential partbeing 


: the emotions (bhavas) which the 
_ Characters are represented as experincing 


during. their actions. 


In the sixteenth century, we find 
Navras in verse, in the Sultan of Bijapur - 
Ibrahim Adil Shah ll's (AD1580-1627) 


_ remarkable collection of fifty-nine Dakkhini 


songs, Kitab-i-Navras. Songs contained 
in it, are dedecated to Hindu gods and 
goddesses, and are preceded by an 
indication of the ragas and raginis in which 
they should be sung. There are also songs 
dedicated to the Prophet Muhammad; 
(Peace and Blessings of God be‘upon him) 
Hazrat Banda Navaz,the sufi saint from 
Gulbarga; and other Muslim saints. 
According to his court-poet Zuhuri, he 
wrote it to introduce the theory of nine 
Rasas, which occupies the most 
important place in Indian aesthetics, to 
those who were familier only with Persian 
ethos. Sultan Ibrahim Adil Shah II even 
founded a township called Navraspur to 
gave concrete shape to his musical 
conception or idea of a musical city. The 
town was meant only for artists, painters, 
sculptors, musicians, singers, actors, 

poets, artisans, craftsmen, and eeu of 
other creative pusuits. 


Navras soor juga jotiani saroguni . 
yusatsaraswati mata 


~ 
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T 


| Ibrahim parasada bhayi dooni 


"Oh mother Saraswati! Since you have 
blessed Ibrahim, | 


his work Navras will last for Tong. "E 
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UTTAR PRADESH: . 
THROUGH HEAT AND DUST 
i | Prakash Singh 


The difficulties which the police face should 
be appreciated. They have often to face 
- both external dangers and internal 
_ disorders, and in doing so, they often 
Suffer serious damage and injuries. When 
‘the disorders worsen, their difficulties 
increase. Those who blame the police 
incessantly are not acting rightly. 


- Jawaharlal Nehru 


My assignment as director general 
of police, Uttar Pradesh came as a quite 
surprise: At the end of a brief tenure in 
Assam, we were quietly staying in the 
. police officers' mess at Guwahati, 

wondering where my next posting would 


be. One morning, sometime in mid-July 

1991, | was surprised to get a call from 
the UP Niwas at Delhi. |.was told that 
Mukhya Mantri ji (chief minister, UP) 
wanted to speak to me. The BJP 
government had been installed in Lucknow 
and Kalyan Singh, the chief minister, was 
looking for a new DGP. He was full of 
idealism (at the time) and wanted as police 
chief an officer who would be able to 
project a clean image of his government. | 
had never met Kalyan Singh nor was he. 
aware of my work ethic. He accepted the 
recommendation of his colleagues and 


. decided to call me to UP as its police chief. 


My conversation with Kalyan-Singh 
over the telephone was brief. He said that 
they had decided to appoint me as the 
DGP, UP and wanted my-concurrence for 
the same. | accepted the offer readily, with 
a feeling of pride in the high. appointment 
to my home state and joined my duties at 
Lucknow on 22 July 1991. 


The assignment as DGP UP was 
undoubtedly the toughest in my career of - 
over thirty-five years. The physical stress 


_ andthe mental strain were considerable. | 

. was, however, motivated by the desire to ` 
- do my best for the security and well being 
of the largest segment of the public. This 


was the driving force which sustained me 


- in the face of.all kinds of pulls and 


pressures for the next nearly two years. 


| must say that for about a year, or 
ten months to be precise, | had the full 
support-and complete confidence of the 


chief minister. This enabled me to achieve 
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significant results. My priorities, as spelt 
out in a letter which was sent to all the 
police stations, were: 


i. Discipline must be strictly enforced 
and any grievances must be 
redressed through departmental 
channels only. - 


i: Integrity must be of a high order. 


ii. Performance . must improve, 
particularly the standard of 
investigation. - . 


iv. Uniform should project a smart 
appearance. 


v. Loyalty should be primarily to the 
department and there should be no 
effort to bring extraneous pressures. 


vi. .All cases must be registered and 

| while officers would never be 
punished for any increase in the 
incidence of crime, they would 
certainly be held responsible for 
slackness in investigation. 


vii.’ Public relations must improve and 
anyone coming to the-police station 
should be treated with courtesy and 
sympathy. 


vii, Politicians should be given the 
utmost respect but they must not be 
approached for any vested service 
interests. ` 


ix. Impartial attitude towards all sections 
and communities. 


< ‘ahareshauldibee communi 
serving society and a sense of 
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dedication to the country. 


There was nothing unique in the 
above enunciation. These are well-known 
principles of sounds administration. But 


. there was now a conscious and 


determined effort to enforce them 
throughout the state. 


In the course of my administrative 


work, one particular experiment went a 


long way in boosting the morale of force 
personnel. | permitted the inspectors, 
whom | considered the backbone of the 
force, to see me directly if they had any 
long-pending grievances in service related 
matters. Considering the size of the force, 
it was rather a bold move. In most of the 
cases, decisions were taken on the spot. 
Matters that had been pénding for years 
were settled then and there. This open 
darbar policy was greatly appreciated by 
the personnel and even favourably 
commented upon by the media. The 
Navbharat Times published an article 
called Police Prashasan par Prakash ki 


-Kiran in its issue of 17 May 1992, lauding 


the experiment. 


| also recall with some pride that 
though there were large-scale 
recruitments to the rank of constable 
(more than six thousand) during my 
tenure, there were no complaints of 
corruption. The Times of India reported that 
people were moving with bags of money 
to get their candidates recruited, but there 


, were no takers. The strategy employed by 
me was simple. Letters were sent in - 


advance to the concerned suprintendents 


DE | BU 





of police stating that they would be 
personally held responsible for any 
irregularities in recruitment. At the same 
time, the ClD/intelligence/Vigilance units 
nearest to the recruiting centre were 
asked to keep a watch on the exercise and, 
in the event of any irregularities, bring the 
same: immediately to the notice of the 
DGP. These simple measures worked 
_and ensured that recruitments- were by 
and large transparent. _ 


Drive against the Mafia 


The drive against the mafia, both in 
the eastern and western UP, was pursued 
with relentless vigour. Action was initiated 
against known dons like D.P. Yadav, Madan 
Bhaiya, Arun Shankar Shukla alias Anna 
-and Hari Shankar Tiwari. They knew that 
the police would not give them any 
quarters and-that the chief minister would 
‘not permit any political intervention on their 
behalf. The two superintendents of police 
who were in the vanguard of the antimafia 
campaign in western UP were Shailaja 
Kant Mishra and Vinod Kumar Singh, both 
officers of the 1977 batch. Most of the 
mafia gangsters went underground, 
running from one part of the state to 
another. it is a sad reflection on the 
deteriorating standards of politics that 


some of these erstwhile mafia leaders — 


have since become members of 


= recognised political parties and managed 


to enter the state assémbly/Parliament. 


Dainik Jagran, a widely circulated: 


Hindi daily of northern India, carried the 
following observations in its lead article by 


the editor on 4 August 1992: 


In onë sphere, the. Kalyan Singh 
government has achieved signal 
‘success. - and that is in the sphere of 
law and order. There has been a 
perceptible decrease in communal 
tension or frenzy: The UP Police 
appears to be more civilised and 
cultured than ever before. There is fear 
in the minds of criminals. It is true that 
mafia dons are powerful even today in 
the state, but they are scared. | do not 
' think the government has achieved - 

_ significant success in any other field 
excepting law and order. 


-= Terrorism in Terai 


Terrorism in the Terai area of UP was 
at its peak during the second half of 1991. 
It was partly a spillover of terrorism in 
Punjab. The security forces were in the 
process of gaining the upper hand in 
Punjab and were playing up hell with the 


terrorists, particularly in the wake of 


Operation Rakshak. As a result, many of 
them sought shelter in neighbouring states. 
Terai region has a sizeable Sikh population; 
land was allotted to them at the time of 
Partition at very nominal rates. The 
industrious Sikhs had cleared the 
inhospitable fields and built up large farms 
in the foothills of the Shivaliks. Terrorists 


_ fleeing from Punjab considered the area a 


safe sanctuary. To some extent, however, 


. terrorism was also the result of tactless 
. treatment meted out to the Sikh peasantry 


by the corrupt administration. There were 


instances of harassment and extortion by ~~ 
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petty officials, which later came to light. 


Terrorism in the Terai was not seen 
in perspectie by most of the people, mainly 
because it was always. overshadowed by 
the events in Punjab. In UP, the total 
‘population affected by terrorism was about 
1.94 crore and the area affected was about 
50,215 sq kms. As against this, the total 
population of Punjab was then 1.65 crore 
and the total area 50,328 sq kms. The 


... intensity of violence in Punjab was very . 


- much more, but in terms. of the area and 
population affected, the problem in the two 
-states was comparable. 


- About ten terrorist outfits were active 
in Terai area. The three major gangs were 
led by Satnam Singh Cheema, a self- 
styled Lieutenant General of the 
Bhindranwale Tiger Force of Khalistan 
(BTFK), Balwinder. Singh and the Vichitra 
Singh-Swarn Singh gang. All of them 
carried AK-47 rifles and possessed 
. general purpose machine guns. During the 
last quarter of 1991, there were no less 
than 55 terrorist related incidents in which 
147 people lost their lives. The problem 
had been compounded by the 
unwillingness of the administration to 
recognise the problem of terrorism as 


__ such, The local officers preferred to treat 


the incidents as routine crime - murder, 
loot or dacoity - and there was a 
lackadaisical appreciation of the ground 
situation at Lucknow. | discussed the 
problem with the field officers and 
_ convinced them that terrorism had to be 
‘faced squarely and could not be wished 
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away. The chief minister agreed with my 
approach. A special cell to deal with the 
terrorist problem ,was activated in the 
Intelligence Department. . - 


- During my tours of the Terai, | found 
the police unequal to the task. | realised 
that some.drastic measures were called 
for. A comprehensive plan was therefore 
prepared to deal with the terrorist menace 
in the Terai. My experience of Punjab, 
where | had served from 1987 to 1991, 


came in handy. The salient features of the | 


pian were: 


= @ training the subordinate ranks in anti- 


terrorist techniques; 


the force. 
sophisticated weapons, — 


© enhancing their mobility; 


- @ — improving communications; 


© providing additional manpower at 
_ police stations, and setting up more 
police stations in affected areas; 


@ intensifying vigil along. the Nepal 


border, and; 


è raising two task force-battalions for ` 


the specific purpose of combating 
the terrorists. 


- The battalions were actually formed 
by drawing physically tough jawans from 
other PAC battalions. They were given 
incentives to join the Task Force. | placed 


_ great importance on motivation and made 


it-a point to interact and encourage the 
police/PAC Personne engaged in anti- 


with 


terrorist operations. 


It was, however, clear that all this 
effort would not make much headway 
unless we got the cooperation of the Sikh 
peasantary in the Terai region. The officers 
were therefore asked to embark on an 
extensive public contact programme. 
During my tours in the region, | would 
invariably meet and hold discussions with 
the influential persons of the area. They 
were assured that they would get a fair 
deal, that there would be no excesses, and 
that if they had any complaints from the 
police, they could see the superintendent 
of police, the DIG Range or, if necessary, 
even the DGP. The message went home 
and the average Sikh appreciated our 
transparent approach to the problem. 


My visit to Nanakmata Gurudwara in 


nainital district on 8’ September 1991 in ` 


this context was a landmark event. | was 
invited by the Gurudwara Prabandhak 
Committee, Nanakmata - Sahib. 
Nanakmata was looked upon as UP's 
Golden Temple. It was frequented by 
terrorists and, according to a report, the 
clergy there was involved as well. The 
invitation was tempting but at the same 


time a hazardous proposition. Even the -` 


state home minister, Surya Pratap Shahi 
was quite apprehensive about the risks 
involved, and did not approve of my visit. 
However, | thought over it and decided to 
accept the invitation. Later, the Times of 


India correspondent Saibal Dasgupta’ 


wrote, ‘As if by inspiration, Singh made ¿ a 
voyage to Nanakmata.' 
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The local police made arrangements 
for my security. However, once | entered | 
was amazed to see the gathering there. 
About ten thousand Sikhs had congregated 
within the shrine. | had hardly fifteen armed 
policemen with me, though there was 
strong police and paramilitary presence 
outside. | realised we could be 
overwhelmed by the sheer numbers there. 
After the usual ceremonies, | was asked - 


to address the gathering. | had thought of 


speaking for about ten minutes. But | 
ended up speaking like a man possessed 
for about forty minutes. | spoke plainly and - 
firmly to the Sikh congregation and 
conveyed to them that they would get 
justice, that there would be no excesses 
of any kind and that if anyone indulged in 


- high-handedness, he would definitely be 


punished. An assurance was given that 
the TADA cases registered against the 
Sikhs would be reviewed and that in 
deserving cases appropriate 
recommendations would be made by the 
police for their withdrawl. At the same time, 
| told them in no uncertain terms that 
terrorism would not be tolerated and those 
who had taken up arms would be firmly 
dealt with. | reminded the Sikhs of their 
contribution to the building up of Indian 
nation and exhorted them to join the 
mainstream and cooperate with the 
administration in putting down terrorism in 
the larger interest of peace in the Terai. | 


was later told that a fair sprinkling of 


terrorists were also present in the 
gurudwara on the occasion. They wanted 
to hear what the new police chief had to 
Say. 


Azad Academy Journal, January 1 - 31, 2006 


[34] 


ae 


In retrospect, the visit of Nanakmata 
was a watershed because it marked the 


beginning of a new phase in police - 


relations with the Sikh pesantry of the Terai 
region. the police was considerate yet firm 
with them. The Sikh population, on the 
other hand, realised-that they could now 
expect a fair deal from the police. As Daljeet 
Singh Mann, vice president of the UP Sikh 
Pratinidhi Board said, ‘the Sikhs have full 


faith in the announcements of Prakash. 


Singh because he fulfils the promises 
made.' (india Today, Hindi edition, 15 April 
1993.) 


The success of the anti-terrorist 
_ operations in the region required that the 
very best officers should be posted to the 
_affected districts like Bareilly, Nainital, 
‘Shahjahanpur, Bijnor, 
Moradabad, Pilibhit, Kheri, Dehradun and 
Haridwar. The exercise was carried out 


and the selected officers were sent to` 


these places. The subordinate ranks were 
specifically told that if they distinguished 
themselves in the operations, they would 
be considered for out-of-turn promotions. 
A number of daring sub-inspectors 
volunteered to serve in the Terai area. 


Allthis gradually brought about a sea 
change in the situation. The same police 
which was scared of engaging the 
terrorists, started pursuing them with 
vigour. The capsule training in anti-terrorist 
techniques imparted at the Armed training 
Centre in Sitapur and the Police Training 
College in Moradabad gave them a sense 
of confidence. The supply of AK-47 rifles 
and the additional equipment and vehicles 


Azad Academy Journal, January 1 - 31, 2006 


Rampur, 


greatly boosted their morale. On one ` 
occasion, when there were some reports 
that a certain amount of slackness was 
creeping into the operations, | decided to 


lead the police and the paramilitary forces 


in the combing operations myself. We 


started early in the morning before 


daybreak and walked through jungles, 
checking for suspicious characters in the 
villages en route and continued the 
operations till the afternoon. | carried a 
carbine myself. It was a unique 
experience, wading through.the marshy 
tracts, in knee-deep water at places, and 
walking through inhospitable terrain. The 


_ news that the DGP himself was leading 


the combing operations spread like wildfire 
among the force personnel. They realised 
that they had to prove their worth. It was 
no small wonder then that results started 


~ flowing in. 


A number of notorious terrorists 
were accounted for. These included 
Balwinder Singh alias Binda, self-styled 
Lieutenant General of the Khalistan 
Commando Force, who was killed in 
Nainital on 17 December 1991, Satnam 
Singh alias Satta, who was vanquished in 
Dehradun on 31 March 1992 and 
Yadvendra Singh alias Yadu, self-styled 
Lieutenant General of the Bhindranwaie _ 
Tiger Force of Khalistan, who was killed in 
an encounter with the security forces in 
Nainital on 4/5 May 1992. Large quantities — 
of weapons inciuding AK-47 rifles, 
ammunition and explosives were 
recovered. Ashwini Bhatnagar of Sunday 
Mail complemented me for 'the virtual 


- liquidation of the Sikh terrorist network in 
the Terai region of UP". The terrorists had 
threatened to disrupt the Ardha Kumbh 
Mela at Haridwar held in April 1992 and 


blow up the Hari ki Pauri, where more than 


a million people take a dip in the holy River 
Ganga on the auspicious day. We had 
some very anxious moments. Elaborate 
arrangements were made and extensive 
precautions were taken. By the grace of 
God, the mela passed off peacefully 
without any untoward incident. It was a 
conspicuous failure for the terrorists and 
a singular success for the police. 


A frontal attack on terrorism 
inevitably leads to a fierce reaction. As the 
campaign gathered momentum, the 
terrorists realised that they were being 
driven up against a wall. They issued a 
threat, which was published by the 
vernacular press on 4 December 1991, 
that even God would not be able to protect 
Prakash Singh beyond 31 December 
1991. | saw the news-cutting but it did not 
bother me in the least. | had gone through 
far more trying situations in Nagaland and 
in Punjab. The Naga insurgents and the 
Punjab terrorists had both tried to liquidate 
me. But God had other designs and 
protected me all. along. The Intelligence 
Department however took steps to 
strengthen the security around me. The 
threat eventually proved to be a damp 
squib. l 


Ayodhya E 


The communal -atmosphere in the 


state required close supervision. The 
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Bharatiya Janata Party and the Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad were committed to 
building the Ram Mandir at Ayodhya. This 


posed a threat to the Babri Masjid, which 


actually stood on the site that was believed 
by the Hindus to be the birthplace of Lord 
Rama. With the BJP government in power, 
it meant skating-on thin ice. A security 
scheme for the Ram janmabhoomi/Babri 
Masjid (RJB/BM) complex was prepared 
by the Intelligence Bureau and submitted 
to the government of UP in early 1991. Its 
recommendations were by and large 


implemented on the ground except for 


those which required specific sanction of 
the state government. 


On 28 December 1991, a high-level 
meeting was held at Lucknow under the 
chairmanship of the chief minister, UP. It 
was attended, among others, by four 
ministers, namely, Rajendra Kumar Gupta, 
finance minister, Lalji Tandon, energy 
minister, Brahma Dutt Dwivedi, revenue 
minister, and Surya Pratap Shahi, state 
home minister. The senior officers present 
included the chief secretary, principal 
secretary home, secretary to chief 
minister, DGP, IG Lucknow Zone and IG 
security. Brahma Dutt Dwivedi, revenue 
minister raised fourteen points at the 
meeting, all of which related to scaling 
down the security arrangements around 
the disputed shrine. Some of these, which 
we were directed to accept, were: 


@ The portable barrier/rope, which had | 
been placed to regulate crowds at 
the space just below the three 
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domes, should be removed: 


© the obstruction between Singh Dwar 
and Kaushalya Rasoi be done away 
with; . 


@ the pipes and barricades around the 
' Shilanyas-site be pushed further 
towards the wall; 


-@ the barriers in Ayodhya at some 
distance from the shrine be 


removed, though it should be ` 


possible to install them at short 
notice if and when necessary. 


` Some other recommendations 
were, of course, turned down. Thus the 
suggestion that the concertina coils on the 
stairs going up to the domes should be 
removed, was overruled. Similarly the 
_ ‘suggestion that only suspicious persons 
should be subjected to frisking was also 
rejected on the grounds that it would be 
difficult for the policemen:on duty to 
distinguish between the genuine devotees 
and the mischievous elements. The state 
‘police was, in fact, under unrelenting 
- pressure from the political leadership to 
lower the guard at Ayodhya and 
substantially amend the security 
arrangements. Its point of view was 
conveyed at every stage in a very 
professional manner. In this exercise, | 
generally found myself isolated. The senior 
bureaucrats, particularly the chief 


‘secretary, were. very submissive. They 


would either keep mum or sheepishly 
accept the diktat of the political masters. It 
made my position rather unenviable. The 
BJP leadership took note of my dissenting 
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observations even though they were 


_ conveyed very politely and purely from the 


point of view of maintaining peace and order 
around the disputed structure. | am 
mentioning this particularly because it 


created misunderstanding between the - 


BJP leadership and me in the state. My 
credentials became suspect. My own 
impression was that left to himself, Kalyan 


~ Singh would perhaps not have precipitated 


the matters in Ayodhya. He himself was 
under tremendous pressure from the 
hardliners. Be that as it may, Kalyan Singh 
being the chief minister of the state could 
not escape responsibility for the 
subsequent course of events leading 
ultimately to the demolition of the disputed 


structure. 


The acknow bench of the Allahabad 


High Court issued an order in mid-July 


1992 restraining the erection of any 


construction, temporary or permanent, on 


the ‘land in question’ in Ayodhya until the 


= next orders were issued. The ‘land in 


question,’ referred to the 2.77 acres 
acquired by the government of UP through 


' anotification. The order further stated that 


any construction could be put up only after 
seeking permission of the high court. The 


Supreme Court of India also directed the 
- government of UP on 22 July 1992 to 


‘unconditionally’ stop ‘the ongoing 


` construction at the RJB / BM complex in 


Ayodhya if it wanted the court, to clecide 
whether a Ram temple could be built on 


_ the acquired land. The crux of the problem, 
- according to the judges, was the validity 


of acquisition of land around the disputed 
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structure. ‘if the state government is unable 


to persuade the saints, mahants and the 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad.to stop the ongoing 
-construction at the complex, then the court 
will decide whether the state government 


was working according to provisions of the - 


Constitution or not,’ Justice Venkatachaliah 
said. 


It was indeed a delicate situation. 
Sympathisers and supporters of the BJP 
were engaged in kar seva around the 
shrine. The chief minister called a meeting 
in the wake of high court's order on 17 July 


4992 to decide on the course of action to ` 


be taken. The district magistrate, Faizabad 
(R.N. Srivastava) said that it would not be 
possible to implement the court's orders 
and that violence would be unavoidable if 
there was any attempt to enforce the 
same, The senior superintendent of police, 


. Faizabad (D.B. Roy) agreed with. his 
assessment and said that the situation had . 


become very sensitive because. of the 


_presence of women and children in large 


numbers. | was of the view that the judicial 
pronouncement had to be honoured in the 
best possible manner considering the 
existing conditions. The chief minister 
finally gave the following directions: 


© the DM/SSP Faizabad should | 


ensure compliance of the court's 
orders; 


~ 


@ the local administration should 

` . persuade the people engaged in 

construction activities to desist from 
continuing to do so; 


è coercive methods are likely to lead 
to large-scale violence and should 
therefore be avoided, and 


$ the local administration should send 

a report to the government regarding 

the action taken and the results 

achieved so. that the state 

government could accordingly 
inform the court and the centre. ` 


The chief minister emphasised that 
the disputed structure must be protected 
under all circumstances and there should 
be no slackness in this regard.. _ 


The construction activities at the 
RJB/BM complex, however, continued 
unabated. The local administration, with a- 
politicised district magistrate and an 
obliging superintendent of police, was just 
not in a position to dissuade the kar sevaks. 
This indeed created a serious situation. 
The home minister of India. stated in the 
Lok Sabha that kar seva at Ayodhya was 


continuing, that the construction of a 


concrete platform was in progress, and 
that the government of Uttar Pradesh had 
prima facie violated the orders of the 
Supreme Court banning the erection of 
permanent structures in Ayodhya. This led 
to an uproar in Parliament. The home 
minister further disclosed that a team of 
central officials including those from-the 
water resources development ministry 


_ had been sent to Ayodhya to study whether 


the digging activity would lead to seepage 
of water into the disputed structure, 
endangering its safety, as well as the 
details of the ongoing activities. 
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The central government team ` 


reported that a large concrete platform of 
dimensions approximately 70'x30'x3' had 
been constructed and that the work was 
in progress and the platform was being 
extended further. ‘Large-scale demolition, 
digging and levelling work (on the acquired 
land) has substantially altered the nature 
. Of.this land and the other land included 
- within the boundary wall. This has also 
affected the drainage in the area.' The team 
also expressed concern over the fact that 
the security arrangements for the disputed 
structure had been diluted and there was 
‘apprehension regarding security of the 
structure.’ The large crowds of kar sevaks 
and the presence of workers carrying 
‘construction tools and equipment like 
shovels and pickaxes were a potential 
threat to the disputed structure, especially 
considering the emotionally charged 
atmosphere. | 


_ The Government of India at this. 
stage came to the conclusion that they had 
to impose president's rule in the state to 
enforce compliance of the judicial orders. 
Officers from the Ministry of Home Affairs 
were in touch with senior officers of the 
state government. V.K. Jain, special 
secretary in the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
was frequently contacting me on the 
telephone to keep himself abreast of the 
developments in Ayodhya. On-one 
occasion, he distinctly toid me that it was 
becoming very difficult to. get sufficient 
feedback from either the chief secretary 
(V.K. Saxena) or the home secretary 
(Prabhat Kumar). In fact, according to him; 
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the bureaucrats were generally unwilling 
or reluctant to speak to him; quite often . 
their staff would merely say they were not 


available or were otherwise busy. Jain - 


even added that the central government's 
only line of communication with the state 
was- now through its director. general of 
police. | was confidentially told that the © 
central government had decided to impose 
president's rule in the state with effect from 
22 July 1992. The information was given 
to me about three or four days in advance 
and | was told to ensure the safety of the 
disputed structure. The central 
government's anxiety was that once the . 


state government was dislodged, the kar 


sevaks might go berserk and even 
demolish the Babri Masjid. Hitherto, the 
consideration not to do anything which 
would embarrass the state government or - 
expose it to the charge of failing to enforce 


the writ of the Supreme Court was a 


restraining influence. This would cease to - 
operate after the imposition of president's 
rule. e 


. The Ministry of Home Affairs’ 
instructions placed me on the horns of a 
dilemma. As DGP, UP, | was serving the 
state government and was loyal to it. On 
the other hand, the Government of India 
had taken me into confidence about their 
plan to dismiss the state government and 
they wanted to ensure that there was.no — 
damage to the disputed shrine after | 
president's rule had been imposed. | 
reflected over the matter seriously and 
came to the conclusion thaf so long as the 
state government was duly functioning, | 
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The plan was discussed in strict 


would extend my unqualified loyalty to it, | 


but once president's rule was imposed, it 
- would be my sincerest endeavour to 


ensure that the instructions of the central- 


government regarding the safety of the 
- shrine were carried out. After all, | had a 


higher loyalty to the rule of law and above’ 


all to the Constitution of India. 


An operational plan was therefore 
prepared for the RJB/ BM complex. The 
idea was to make it operative immediately 
-after the imposition of president's rule. The 

-salient features of the plan were: 


@ = strengthening the inner cordon with 
additional forces including those of 
the CRPF; ` 


© reinforcing the outer cordon 
alongside the Ram Divar; 


@ saturating the area with tear-gas 


squads so as to avoid, as far as 


possible, the use of force; 


@ blocking all movements towards the 
shrine at nodal points; 


.@ stopping the movement of crowds 
- Of people from the neighbouring 
districts towards Ayodhya; 


@ alerting all districts of the state to 

ensure that any organised bodies of 

- people did not proceed towards 
Faizabad; 


©- imposing curfew in the areas 
contiguous to the shrine; 


@ and carrying. out preventive arrests 
of people who were suspected to be 
harbouring destructive designs. - 


confidence with a select group of senior 
officers, and it was to be put into operation’ 
only after the imposition of president's rule. 
As things turned out, however, the 
Government of India changed its mind at — 
the eleventh hour. P.V. Narasimha Rao, the 
then prime minister, was known for his 
incapacity to take firm decisions. As he 


himself said once, 'the decision not to take 


a decision is also a calculated decision.’ 
Be that as it may, it caused me enormous 
embarrassment in the coming months. It 
so happened that an officer who was privy 
to the discussions spilled the beans. He 
gave out details of the operational plan to 
the chief minister. The officer wanted to 
settle scores with me because earlier | had 
ordered an anti-corruption inquiry against 


him. He passed on the information to the 


media as well which published details of 


the ‘Centre's contingency plan to 


implement Supreme Court's order on 
temple construction in Ayodhya.’ The 
political leadership in the state was very 
annoyed with me for what they considered 
was disloyalty to the state government. All 
this caused me considerable discomfiture, 
though | was clear in my conscience that | 


had not done anything wrong either for 


personal gain or against public interest. 
Whatever -plan was worked out was by 
word of mouth only (there were no written 
orders or directions) and these were to be 
carried out under a different dispensation. 


| The chief minister never talked to me on 


the subject, but there was a perceptible 
change in his attitude and behaviour 
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towards me in the following months. i so, we have been acutely conscious of 
The prime minister, in a statement made. | the Importance of upholding the dignity 
in the Lok Sabha on 27 July, stated as ` of the judiciary and bis for the rule - 
follows: of law. l 


Noble sentiments! But, as the 
subsequent events. showed, Narasimha 
Rao's efforts to seek an amicable 
settlement, came to naught. The tragic 
developments which followed could 
perhaps have. been averted if the 
Government of India had taken a clear and 
firm decision at the right time. 


The central government believes that 
all. avenues of amicable settlement 
must be sincerely explored in the first 
instance. Our effort, therefore, has — 
been to defusé the situation, avoid a | 
_ confrontationist approach, and to bring 
_ about a reconciliation of views of the 
various parties concemed. While doing 
m ~ 2” B To be continued 
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‘Editor's Note: 


Maulana Azad Memorial Academy 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad occupied 
a place of.pre-eminence for. over three 
decades in the struggle for Indian 
Independence and the evolution of a 
secular and egalitarian culture for the 
country. At a time like this, when 


_fissiparous forces are attempting to 


disrupt the unity of the country and 
progressive forces are engaged in a 
struggle to establish a social order which 
would ensure the well-being of the poor 
and the down-trodden people of the 
country, irrespective of their caste and 


_ creed, it is felt that the propagation of the 


ideals of patriotism, secularism and 
intellectual integrity which inspired the life 
of Maulana Azad would be a positive 
contribution towards the-strengthening of 
the fabric of India society. With this end in 
view, the Maulana Azad Memorial |i 
Academy has been established. 


@ The broad aims and objects of the 
Academy are as-follows : 


nm 


@ To inspire our countrymen with the 


ideas and ideals of our national 
leaders who fought for the 
independence of India. 


e To document the contributions of 
Maulana Azad to literature, 
philosophy, political thought, 
education, etc. 

o. _ To organise seminars and research 


on the campsite culture of India and’ 
its historical roots. 


Academy Office: 4/1091, Vikas Nagar, Opp. Central Academy Lucknow- 226021 
Editor: Shariq Alavi:“Roshan Villa” C-8 Vigyanpuri, Mahanagar, Lucknow -224006 Phone (0522) 2322303 - 


e-mail: Seta oie yance: com 


py 





® To collect the writings of and about Maulana Azad and there by facilitate regoRroN on | 
his life and writings. 


èe To organise activities to further the ideals of patriotism, secularism and i vapiiclias 
integrity which characterised the life of Maulana Azad. ae 


è To facilitate the. setting up of other institutions for furthering secuiatei and 
progressive thinking in the life of the Indian community and to organise lectures, 
symposia and seminars in his memory. 


' The Academy was established in September 1975 has passed through many phases 
of ups and downs. However, it survived the odd weathers and.continues to spread the- 
message of national integration which was so dear to late Maulana Azad. 


Every year in November and February we religiously observe the birth and death 
anniversaries of the Maulana by holding public meetings. On November 22, 2005 an 
impressive gathering at Rai Umanath Bali Hall remembered Maulana for his contribution 
in building up the nation. Maulana SM Rabey Nadwi, Dr. Masoodul Hasan Usmani, Dr. 
Malikzada Manzoor Ahmad and Mr. K. Vikram Rao were the main speakers. On this: 
occasion special issue of the Journal on Azad was released by Mr. Shri Ram Arun, former 
DG Police UP and Chairman SC/ST Commission UP. (Glimpses appeared in our January 
2006 issue). In February 2006 on his death anniversary we will be taking out the Hindi 
version of our special issue as a tribute to Maulana on his contribution to the promotion of 
Indian languages as Education Minister. M - 
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VIOLENCE AND TYRANNY 


+ 


S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi* 


-Allamah Iqbal, says: 
That thou wake-up, | have heaved a sigh 


Though love is and has been expressed 
without sighs. 


(It means : you should wake-up 
because a painful cry has come out of my 
- heart. Otherwise love is such that it is 


- expressed without cries and lamentations . 


and it has been done so all along). 


The point on which all religions of the 
world are unanimous is that tyranny is 
ruinous and it is disliked by the Creator of 
the universe. So far as history is concerned 
- it tells us that at times tyranny has led vast 
*Late writer was an eminent Islamic Scholar - he 


delivered this speech at Baradari, Lucknow after a 
communal riot in the country. 


empires to their downfall; flourishing 
civilizations have been annihilated; some 
were, totally wiped out and all their literary 
treasures were destroyed. 


There are many such instances in 
history when the anguished sigh of a 


- grieved person and the painful cry of a 


distressed woman has been enough to 


annihilate an era. The most important 


factor for the welfare of the countries is 
that there should be no tyranny, however 
developed the country may be and glorious 
its past history, or vast and inexhaustible 
its resources. No weak person should be 
tyrannised, no bread-winner be killed, no 
woman be molested and no curse of the 
oppressed be invited. . 


| say that if some people try to 
demolish this small building (in which the 
meeting is being held) which is clothing 
compared to the sprawling city of Lucknow, 
break its furniture and all the articles of 
decoration and assault the people present 
here, then its trustees or guards will not 
tolerate it. If somebody goes to the potter's 
shop - what standing a potter has in society 
and what value his earthen wares have 
and start breaking them, he will not come 
unscathed from there. The potter will do 
his best to stop and protect his wares. If 
somebocy enters a shop and ransacks or 
robs it, the shopkeeper will stop him with 
all his might. He will not tolerate this 
plunder. If the people in the locality are 
educated and cultured, the entire locality 
will stop its normal activity and come out 
and stop him and if the conditions permit, 
ask him as to what is the fault of the 
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_ shopkeeper that he is- pillaging his 


` merchandise or setting it on fire. There is 
a library close to this place (Amiruddaula 


Library). | value its collections and have - 


taken advantage of its books and most of 
my writings are based on the material I got 


from it. If somebody enters it and starts — 


tearing or damaging its books, though 
these books have been written by men and 
can be re-written or published again, yet 
nobody will allow him to destroy this 
valuable collection. ` 


Then has man alone left to be killed? 


Or one's fellow-men are there to be 
murdered? Man who inhabits this country, - 


man who is the pride of the nation and on 
account of whom this region is called a 
civilized society and not a jungle and 
nobody thinks of going there for hunting, 
because everybody knows that it is 
- Lucknow, the centre of a culture; it is 
Ayodhya; it is Delhi, a historical city and 
the capital of the country. It is Bombay; it 
-is Surat; it is Ahmedabad. How long | will 
recount the names of these cities. No 


potter would allow anybody to break his- 


earthen wares or a glass blower his glass 
wares. How then some people think that 
man who has been created by the Creator 
of this vast universe with love and who is 
the best of His creations can be hunted 
down and that too by his own neighbours 


and fellow-citizens like the wild animals are. 


hunted. . 
The crux of the matter is that all the 


religions agree that tyranny is ruinous; It. 


invites the wrath of the Creator of the 


universe; such horrible chastisement and 
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calamities and afflictions visit those place’ 
that a man shudders at the very thought 
of them. | do not like to say all this as | 
belong to this country and my life is linked — 
with it. But ] must warn that Almighty God _ 


_ inflicts His vengeance on the oppressors, 


thunders and earth-quakes strike such a 
place. It is visited by famines and 


~ pestilence. 


| warn you again that tyranny is to 
be feared most and that.all the religions 
and reformers, saints and sufis agree that 
man is the most valuable living being on 
earth. He may profess any religion or 
belong to any society, nation or race and 
even though he may not be useful to the 
society - he is the creation of God, he is 


the personification of His Mercy. If we do 


not call him a masterpiece then what else 
can be called by that name. 


.. There are times when a man falls 
ill, he is afflicted with fits of hysteria or- 
madness, and this happens to societies 


' _ and nations also besides the individuals: 


History tells us that these fits of bloodshed 
and tyranny, hate and hostility have not 
attacked individuals alone but entire 
societies and countries. It is nothing new 
or surprising.. But what is feared is that 
there should be no one to remedy or fight 
against them. We have known such terrific 
fits smiting the entire human race and 
civilization. It was the fear that everything 
existing would be. laid waste. But men of 
courage came forward and changed.the 
course of history. Thare are many such 
instances in.history and I-can cite not one 
but many instances in the light of my study. - 


| would, however, cite two’ such 


instances : one of it was when the Tartar . 


hordes marched out of Mangolia, on the 
borders of China. It was, then feared that 
no trace of the age old civilization will be 
left. It will have to start its journey anew. 
Everything will be destroyed. There will be 
left no libraries, no schools, no intellectuals 
and no literary person. The fear complex 
‘was so widespread that even the people 
in Europe were mighty afraid of the Tartas 
although they were far away from the 
scene. | will quote a few examples from 


[>] 


144- 


loassa sò devastating 


was his impact upon civilization - 


that virtually a new beginning hag 
to be made in half the world. The 
empires of Cathay, of Prester 
John of Black Cathay, of 
Kahrasm, and after his death the 
Caliphate of Baghdad, of Russia 
and for a while the principalities 
of Poland ceased to be ...... j 


Herold Lamb. Chenghis Khan, 


‘ authentic books by European authors. 


| "The Latin world was 
darkened by this cloud of savage 


hostility; a fugitive carried the - 
alarm to Sweden and the remote . 


nations of baltic and the Ocean 
trembled at the approach of the 
Tartas, whom their fear and 
ignorance were inclined to 


separate from the human. 


species.” 


Edward Gibbon, Decline and 
Fall of Roman Empire, Vol. H; 
p. 634, 2nd.Ed. London 1909 


"A prophetic amateur of 
history surveying the world in the 
opening of seventh century might 
have concluded very reasonably 
- that it was only a question of a 
few centuries before the whole of 
Europe and Asia fell under the 
Mangolian domination.” 


H.G. Wells, A Short History of 
the World London, 1924, p. 


= 


London, 928 pp. 11-12 


But what happened - A few sufis and 
saints came out of their seclusion, they 
met them, reminded them ofthe retribution 
of Almighty God, put a little fright innocent 
people and won their hearts. Their 
winsome. talk softened. These sufis and 
saints were so unmindful of power and pelf — 
and so sincere in their mission that except 
for a few of them we do not find their 


names anywhere in the books of history. 
. They concealed their identity. They 


converted Tartar brutes into fine specimen 
of mankind who then produced men of 
letters, law-givers and just rulers. They 
turned out to be promoters of civilization 


‘and world leaders for centuries to come. 


Dear Brothers, 


Kindly excuse me if | say this 
hysterical fit often attacks a particular sect, 
a community, a school of thought, a 
country, a civilization and at times it affects 
an entire era. It is not surprising. What is 
surprising is that no party and no society 
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stands up and tries to, instil human values, -~ 


stop the oppression and senseless 
bloodshed and tries to inculcate love for 


fellow-beings, true patriotism, nationalism. _ 


and love for the country. Those persons 


who have studied philosophy of history and i 
- religions, who have gone through the 


biographies of spiritual leaders, know that 


these fits do occur. They are sometimes.. 
in the form of worship of mammon,. | 


-sexualism sadism or misanthropy. Such 
- ‘perverse persons do not enjoy normal 


recreations nor derive pleasure in a 
_ melody as they do in a murder. This is 
sinking to the lowest levels of meanness. - 


But man suffers from it. History is replete 


with such instances of mad frenzy. We. 


see a nation oppressing another nation and 
‘a state overpowering another state and 


-some people contriving new.methods of 


torture. But all that lies buried in the dark 


corners of archives. It seemed as if the . 


wrath of God had visited the people who 
would never prosper. They would not be 


able to hold their head high again. Their 
- children would not get proper education nor: 


their women-folk will live with respect. 
But all of a sudden a wind of. change 


blew and a restorative breeze of sacrifice _ 
.. developed in the people. They neither. 
cared for their status in society nor health, 
nor honour nor lives. The atmosphere of- 
fear disappeared. The people who had lost . 


their senses and took delight in killing 


`. became the protectors of human lives, 


_ plunderers turned protectors and killers 
. became healers. . E a 


ARIE is also a time when parents. 


! 
sal 


1 
| 


do not feel happy to! see their children. This 
is the situation at some places these days; 
instead of a sparkle of love, tears come 
out of the eyes of the parents when they 


_think what will happen to them tomorrow, 
when a fit of hysteria may attack someone 
_and he might kill the innocent ‘children i in 


cold blood in. their cwn. presence. It is- 
shameful that a man may not be happy to 
see ‘his children who are the light of his 
eyes; when he fears that the innocent 
children might be killed, the women. might ` 
be molested. and even orphans and 


widows might not be shown any mercy, 


but massacred. Itis a malaise. Itis against 
human nature and the Will of the Creator, 
the teachings of the prophets (peace and 
blessings of Allah’ be upon them) and 
reformers. But it does happen and it has; 


to be said albeit with a heavy heart that 


_ 


such ghastly incidents are recorded in 
history. The younger generations read 
them and wonder who were those 


‘persons, to which caste and’ creed they 


belonged! What had happened to them? 
How they fell down in the fit of hysteria? 


_ What had happened to their human 


feelings? Had they lost the balance of 


» mind? Had they no feelings of pity to see a 


person writhing in pain? Why were they 
not moved to tears: ai blood being shed? 


- But no, they were such hard-hearted that 


they could see men bleeding but tears 
never rolléd from their eyes. Since they 


'. judged others by thair religion and: not 


religion alone but on the basis of baised 


. history and fictitious stories of the past 
_ hundreds of years were fresh in their 
- memories, became ablivious of the Ever- 
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Living and Eternal God and His retribution... 


They were oblivious of their brethren who 
are prospering in the world, who are 
creating master-pieces, writing classics 
and who are still capable of greater 
achievements. Man occupies the central 
place in this universe, it is because of him 
the worid has its charm and attraction. If 
one goes to the grave-yard he should not 
like to stay there. if, again, he goes to a 
zoo or museum he will have no heart to 
be there for long, though it is full of rare 
animals or exquisite and classic 
sculptures, etc. He would not like to stay 


collections and come out. But living in a 
society, he never gets tired. If he has to 
pass through a jungle he is afraid and 
prays that he may get through it safely and 


meet his fellow-beings. If a man has no - 


~ love for another man, if a man does not 
feel hurt at the misery of another man, if a 
mar has no sympathy for fellow-men, then 
he is not a man, but a brute. There is no 
one who likes a brute and no one who does 
not hate him. But | ask you; why do you 
not hate the man who turns a brute? There 
will be no one in this assembly who will 
ask me why | am dilating at such length 
on the wickedness of a brute. But why are 
you not distressed when a man becomes 
a brute? Why do you not feel hurt and 
express your hatred at it when you see it 
happening before your eyes? Man has 
been created to be an angel, sufi and a 
saint. He has been taught to be 
sympathetic towards his fellow-men. He 


has been given the high status of being - 


the best of creations. He has been 


eulogised in our poetry and talked about in 
the same way in our meetings and 
conferences. But a brute .is a brute. | have 
never known any poet having written an 
ode in praise of a brute, made him a hero 
and an ideal. We detest snakes and 


scorpions, wolves and tigers, but when 


some people degrade themselves to such 
beastliness, we do not feel ashamed. 


| fail to understand how a man 
assaults an innocent way-farer? We must 
take that man to a psychiatrist and find out 
why he behaved in the manner he did? Man 


there, he will have a look at these - as been created to stop oppression 


Whenever man is oppressed we must stop 


_.itwith all our might, whether he belongs to 
United States, Europe or Africa, be it at 


frome or in the street. The well-known poet 
Maulana Hali has said: | 


Dard-e-dil ke waste paida kiya insan ko, 


Wara ta'at ke liye kuchh kum na the kirro- 
biyan, 


(Man has been created to feel pain 


(for others) otherwise there was no dearth . 


of angels for worship Prophet Muhammad 
{peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) has said:. 


“God showers His mercy on those who 
show mercy to others, 


He is merciful, if you are merciful to others 
on earth, He will be Merciful to you in 
heaven. 


Maulana Hali has ably translated the ` 
holy Prophet's (peace and blessings of 


Allah be upor him) utterance in this couplet 
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(Karo mehrabani tum ahle zamin par 
Khuda mehraban hoga 'Arsh-e-Barin par) 
(You be kind to man on earth 
- God will be kind to you on the Empyrean). 


=- There is, however, nothing to be 
disheartened at present conditions. The 
need of the hour is that our religious 
leaders and intellectuals should come out 
and step anti-social element from creating 
mischief and tell them to maintain the 
honour of the country and not to damage 
its‘image. Be man and behave like 


gentlemen and love each other. The. 


pleasure of life lies in that a man.is happy 


to see another man, tries to know him and ` 


harbour a hope that if any misfortune 
comes to him, the other man will help.-It is 
real life. It is patriotism and it is politics. It 
is also politics that all the people may live 
together as one big family. | 


| want to say that a fit of hysteria has 


attacked some of our countrymen. It is a 


fit of madness and exploitation of religion 
and sentiments. It is temporary and it will 
pass, but it is necessary that there should 
be persons to ameliorate these worsening 
. conditions. The work needs sympathisers 
and men with a large heart, who may 


come out without any thought of personat 
_ comforts, who may move from place to 


place in.groups and take the message of 
peace and amity to people in the interest 


of the country and for the sake of sanity © 


and humanity. They should ask the 
countrymen to calm down and stop all 
those activities which spoil the fair name 
of the country and get busy in constructive 


Azad Academy Journal, February 1 - 28, 2006 


. Press 


works for the advancement of the country 
that may bring a good name to it anc 
enhance the status of the country. It has 
in its entire history. It is now looked dowr 
upon as never before. We all share the 
ignominy. Hindus and Muslims are al 
Indians and God-willing, will remain so 


= The country and.its composite culture, its 


history and its civilization are heart to us. 
The Muslims have decided to stay here 
There were many places for them to go. 
but they did not leave it. The administration. 
educational institutions, the Police and the 
should discharge thei 
responsibilities with fair-mindedness. 


There are three principal sections ir 
any society, the education, the police anc 
the media. If they function properly there 
will be no fit of hysteria and no threat tc 
the society. When a young man will come 
out of a college, he will have light o! 
knowledge, he will have respect for his 
fellowmen. Then comes police, which may 
imbibe the spirit of service and cooperate 
with the citizens. | have visited severa 
foreign countries. There one feels at ease 
with the police. It is regarded as a helper 
and a guide. It happened with me once. | 
asked the whereabouts of a friend from a 


‘cop. But later | felt sorry for having askec 


him. He not only directed me but walkec 
with me to that place. The police there is 
meant to see that nobody is ill-treated. |! 
helps and guides the strangers. They 
English people had come here from z 
distant land. They created the police as 
an agency to overawe the local subjects. 
But what is the need of such behaviour 


now? The common man should feel - 


confident to see the police. If anybody was 
in trouble or the women and children in a 
locality were facing a dangerous situation 
they should feel relieved to see the police 
which should help them. | again say, at the 
cost of repetition that if the educational 
institutions, the police and the press 


perform their functions properly everything ` 


will be all right. The unhappy and ugly 
incidents which have come to pass to our 
country in the recent past, would then 
- never occur. We should not be unnerved 
by these fits of hysteria. It is life and there 
are ups and downs. But the real cause for 
worry would be if there-were no patriotic, 
sympathetic and law-abiding groups of 
persons or parties or.organizations to deal 
with these symptoms. The country may 
_be very prosperous and very rich and 
flowing with milk and honey, the people 
- may be getting their daily bread without 
much efforts but we cannot rest content 


till the relations between the people are < 


.cordial and there is mutual trust and 
confidence in between them. 


Why one should be upset to see 
another man? We may be afraid of 
snakes and scorpions, wolves and tigers, 
but not of man. Has man been created to 
kill another man? There are many more 
things for man to care for.. 


It was not an easy task to free India. ` 


British Empire was quite extensive. It was 
said that sun never sets in the British 
Empire. it was a dream that India would 
be free. But when Mahatma Gandhi, 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Maulana 


-sometimes 


pI 


Muhammad Ali and the Nehru family 

gave the call to boycott the British 
goods, the Hindus and Muslims who 
loved the country stood as one man in 


those fateful days inspite of having 


different religions and cultures and 
speaking different 
languages. | was then quite young. | have 
heard Mahatma Gandhi and Motilal Nehru 


_in Aminabad Park. We had personal 


relations with Maulana Azad. They together 
made possible what appeared to be 
impossible. If anybody had then predicted 
that India would be free so soon, he would 
have been asked to go for mental check- 
up. Doubts would have been raised about 
his being in senses. Who could oust the 
English people? But it was Hindu-Muslim-. 
unity, their patriotism and love of the- 
country which forced the English 
people to quit India. 


In the post-independence era 
Mahatma Gandhi and Maulana Azad 
presented three essential principles for the 
welfare of this country. Maulana Azad was 
very enthusiastic advocate of these three 
principles and so long we stick to these, 


the country would remain peaceful and 


prosperous. 
They are secularism, democracy 


and non-violence. They are necessary for 


the country to survive and remain united. | 
want that scholars and historians should 
take a note of it that these three principles 


- are the destiny of India and nobody can 


change that destiny. The Hindus, Muslims, 
Jains Buddhists and Sikhs and Christians 
will live in this country. If it were not so, - 
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why the Muslims came from outside, why 
opportunities were provided to them by 
God? India can survive only as a secular 
country. An Arab poet has said that if fire 
does not get anything to burn, it burns itself. 
| say very clearly that if you take over the 
holy places of the Muslims, God forbid, this 
conflict will enter the Hindu community 
also. There are backward classes, Jains 
Buddhists. who also demand that their 
places of worship be restored to them. 


Shankaracharya converted Buddhist 


temples into Hindu temples in the eighth 


century, | have been to Nalanda and! have | 


seen the Buddhist University which has 
been excavated, | have seen many places 
where Jain and Buddhist temples have 
gone over to Hindus. | had written to late 
- Shri Rajiv Gandhi and all his predecessors 
that do not allow the history to turn back. 
These leters have been published. It will 
be a great mistake to move backward. We 
should march forward. There is no time 
and the life is short. We have lot of 
resorces and there are ample 
opportunities. Why then waste our 
energies and talent on these non-issues? 
We must take the country forward and not 
backward. If we just keep rehearsing the 
past, there will be no time for constructive 
work. There will then be such worse 
conditions that no charm will be left in life. 
The country will earn an ili-repute. Its past 


glory will be finished. The heroes and _— 


thinkers and philosophers it had produced, 
will be consigned to oblivion. The only thing 
remembered will be that India is a country 
where men are burnt alive, where men are 
chopped to pieces, where men are sawed 
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in saw machines and where children are 
thrown out of running trains or dashed 
against the wall. These things are never 
liked by God. : 


We may reach the moon and other 
planets. Prof. C.E.M. Joad who was Head 
of the Department of Philosophy in London 
University has written about an incident 
with an Indian Philosopher. Perhaps he 
refers to Dr. Radhakrishnan. He says that 
when his colleagues recounted to him the 
marvels of science, he listened patiently 
but quietly replied, "Yes, you have learnt to 
fly like birds and swim like fishes, but have 
you learnt to walk on earth like man! Late 
Dr. Zakir Husain once quoted someone ir 
a meeting in which | happened.to be 
present. He said, "Every child that come 
to the world proves that God is still nol 
disappointed of man." But our actions 


- these days prove that we are sorely 


disappointed. | request you to have faith ir 


’ man. He has been given a heart which nc 


creation has been given. Being a religious- 
minded man and follower of a religion | car 
say that angels have not been given tha’ 
heart, which God has given to man. Mar 
feels pain for others, grieve at the miseries 
and misfortunes of his fellow-men, his 
heart sinks at the sufferings of anothe! 
man and he sheds tears and prays anc 
‘entreats before God for them. Man is tc 
be respected, but he is being killed 
helpless women and innocent children are 
oppressed. What happened ir 


_ Ahmedabad, Bombay and Surat. One 


shudders as he thinks of orgy of death anc 
destruction, perpetated at those and othe: 


[1 1) 





places. | visit so many places and | have 
friends all over the country. J cannot 
describe what happened at those places 
naked ladies were paraded in the streets, 
they were molested and then killed. It does 
not befit any religious morality. It is against 
the traditions of India. We seldom realise 
how India was held in high regard in 
foreign countries; the high place it enjoyed 
in their estimation. India produced such 
pious persons that if | recount their names, 
it will make a long list. In the end | want to 
tell you and do please take a note of it that 
this disease is not to be afraid of, what we 
should worry about is the lack of kind- 
“hearted persons which is ruinous for any 
society and country. The humanity has 
survived greater catastrophés in the past 
on account of such noble souls. First of 
all it is due to the Prophets (peace and 


blessings of Allah be on all of them), sufis ` 


and saints and then the people who had a 
sympathetic heart, who gave-.up their 
homes and comforts to save the common 
man from miseries, to save innocent men 
from being oppressed or killed. They 
suffered hunger, passed sleepless nights 


~~ 


risked their lives and put the society on an | 
every keel. Our country needs such kind- 


hearted souls today. 


| hope that the respectable persons _ 


' who are adorning the dias and those 


among the audience and other intellectuals 
and religious heads will join hands and do 
their best to put an end to this disorder and 
prevent recurrence of such disparaging 
incidents, come what may. God is never 
happy with such incidents. The leaders 
present here may serve the people. God 


. will be happy. Everything has been created 


to serve man. The mosques and mandirs 


-too are meant for man. The animals do 


not worship in these places. - 


There is no guarantee of life for 
getting together again, nor can it be said ` 
that so many persons would assemble 
again as they have assembled today. May 
be this talk touches the heart strings of 
some one and some others may join him 
in forming a caravan of noble-minded 
people who may change the present 
deplorable conditions in the country which 
are painful and shameful. m 


Pi 
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BIRD FLU NOT SO SCARY 


_ According to the reports in Archives of Internal Medicine, while the avian 
flu virus can easily spread to people from fowl than previously believed, it 
is less likely to be lethal. A team of researchers from the Karolinska Institute `- 
in Stockholm have reported that contact with sick or dead birds may result 
in a large number of people infected with a mild form of the virus. If these 
researchers are correct in their conclusion, more people would be sick 
from bird flu, but predictions about wide-spread deaths could be off the 
mark. | 


TEACHER ANTS 


Ants have the ability to communicate their knowledge of a food source to 
other ants, a study published in Nature suggests. Researchers in the UK 
have found that the leader ant that knows the way to the food slows down 
so that its follower familiarises itself with the route and will not proceed 
until its follower taps it on the back. 
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The section on communal situation, which 
was prepared by the Intelligence 
Department, contained the following 
ramarks: 


The communal situation inthe 
state continues to be sensitive 
because ofthe dispute over the 
Ram janma Bhumi/Babri Masjid 
issue to which there has been no 
satisfactory solution as yet. The 
acquisition of land near the disputed 
` structure, the construction of Ram 

| Divar, levelling of the acquired land 

‘by the Tourism Department and 
handing that over to the Ram janma 
Bhumi Nyas and the incident of 

` explosion in a mosque in Faizabad 





UTTAR PRADESH _ © have further surcharged the 
HROUGH HEAT AND DUST* communal atmoshpere. . 
PART II The fomparative statistics of the last 
three years are as follows: 
Prakash Singh™ Nature of incident . 1991 1990 1989 
Confrontation with Executive MICROM alte ce ie 
A oneee oe Senior Minor Communal Riots 9 13 6 
administrative officers, both of th!AS and Incidents of Tension 134 138 132 
As is the practice on such occasion, a number of major communal riots 
and order situation in the state.was > ofthe then chief minister's (Mulayam 


contained chatpers under different heads 


l . e ee installation of the BUP government, 
like crime, terrorism, communal situation, 


there have been only two major 


steps taken to prevent atrocities against communal riots so far, one in Varanasi 
= women and scheduled castes/tribes, etc. on 8 November 1991 and the other in 
‘Extracted from "Kohima to Kashmir" (Rupa - Hapur on 12 February 1992. 


New Delhi - Price Rs. 195) with the consent of author 
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| have quoted the report at length. 
because it.became the subject matter of : 
a major controversy in the state. The - 
_ reference to Advani's Rath Yatra having. _ 


= contributed to communal tension in the 


_ State was naturally not liked by the chief - 


` minister. He took umbrage and, at the very 
start of the conference, expressed his 


_ displeasure in no uncertain terms. 
-Throughout the deliberations, he - 
contunued to-express his annoyance on 
some pretext to or the other. The report - 
=` had been prepared by. the Intelligence: 
Department, which was headed by . 


another officer of the rank of DGP. 


However, | took:full reponsibilty for the : 
_ contents thereof. | was very upset at the © 


brusque treatment meted out by the chief 
- minister, but decided to swallow the bitter 


, pil and not give.any explanations or offer’ 
any excuses. | was hoping that the dust: 


raised by the intelligence report would 


settle down in due course. But that was i 


_ not to be. 


The bureaucracy by this ‘ime: had. : 
become very jealous of me. The secretary 


to chief minister (Nripendra. Mishra) and 


_the home secretary (Prabhat Kumar) did 
not like the DGP acquiring a larger-than- _ 


_ life inage. These people saw, in the chief 


minster's annoyance, an opportunity which ` 

they fully encashed. The proceedings of- 

theconference were leaked to the media 

= which published lurid details of how: 
thechief minister had thrown the file atthe 


DGP, etc. What upset me most was that 
the contents of the intelligence report were 


extensively published. Itwas obvious that 


Azad Academy Journal, February 1 - 28, 2006 


ee not wel disposed ee me were 
_-out..to cause me the ‘maximum 
| discomfit iture. On 2 June 1992, I wrot to the 


home secretary drawing his attention to 


the leakage of the: intelligence report, 


saying that it was a very. serious matter 


and that | intended registering a-case under 
_. the Official Secrets Act in. respect of the 
leakage. | added that if the government had - 
any objection to the: action proposed by 

-. me, Imay be informed accordingly. within 
~. the next three days. As it happéned; the 
: government did not respond at all. I 
' thereupon directed my AIG on 7 June 1992 


to get a case registered at police station 
Hazratganj (Lucknow) in. respect of the 
breatch of official secrets. In view of the 


. sensitivity of theissue, the ‘senior 


superintendent’ of police, Lucknow 
(Shailaja Kant Mishra) was directed to 
investigate the case: ‘himself. 


The regisetration of the case caused | 
a tremor in the secretariat. The geñeral 
impression was thatit was a case against 
the secretary.to the chief minister 
(Nripendra Mushra) who was undoubtedly 


~ responsible for leaking the proceedings of 
the conference to the. media. Three were 


speculations that he may even be 
arrested. The bureaucracy, or. to: be 
precise the secretary to chief misister and 


- the home secretary, were up in arms. They. 


told the chief minister that it was an open 


. challenge by the police chief to the state- 
government. The chief minister got carried. 

- away by all that they said and | am sure he 

: was never told that the home department 

l „had been informed beforehand about the 


proposed action, and it was only when they | 
did not care to respond that the case was 


registered. - 


The Indidan Express, in its edtorial 
of 12 June 1992, while stating that the 
incident underlined the need to seriously 
review the Official Secrets Act and other 
legal provisions which restricted the press 


and were vulnerable to misuse, added that - 


the chief minister ‘should learn not to be 
incensed by intelligence reports which 
reflect poorly on his party and 
government.’ Bhanu Pratap Shukla, an 
RSS ideologue, in an article wrote thatthe 
- contoversial report had been passed on 
to the.media by an important officer 
working in the chief minister's office and 
that it was 'a trump card played by the IAS 
officers to run down the police 
administration.' Whether it ws a bold step 
or an indiscreet move, opinions will differ, 
but the fact remains that the contents of 
the intelligence réport and its subsequent 
leakage leading to the registration of a case 
resulted in some kind of a confrontation 
with the bureaucracy and a serious 
misunderstanding with the chief minister. 


The basic issue, howver, must not — 


be lost sight of. Should intelligence 
agencies. tailor their reports to suit the 
predilections of the ruling party or should 
they objectivley reflect the situation on the 


ground.and the establishment or not? As ` 


pointed out by K. Subrahmanyam, in a 
broader context, there is need for 'a 
thorough examination of the working of 
theintelligence. system with a view to 
remedying these deficiencies.’ 


asy 


-The registration of a case under thè | l 
Official Secrets Act made the home 


` department overtly hostile to me. Later, the 


central government's faux pas 
overAyodhya exposed me — unjustifiably; 


‘| would say — to the chargé of being 
disloyal to the government in power. An 


unfortunate fallout of these incidents was 


© that the chief minister started distancing 


himself from me in the matter of transfers 
and postings of senior police officers. It 
was his way of displaying decreasing 
confidence in me. Hitherto, he had 
reposed full confidence in me and 
accepted most of my recommendations. 
There were instances when | would 
withhold orders issued by the home 
department, discuss the matter directly 
with the home department to issue 
amended order: „accordingly. The home 
department did not:like these interventions 
but they would grudgingly accept them. As 
the Hindi news magazine Maya said in its 
issue of 15 November 1992: 


It . was generalaly 
acknowledged that Prakash 
Singh did not accept political 
interference in police 
administration. There was a 
general impression in the 
police department that any 
order of the government could 
be implemented only if it had 
‘his approval also. This attitude 
of his led to friction with the 
home secretary, Prabhat 
Kumar. 


‘With the chief minister's changing 
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attitude towards me; the home department 
knew it was time they could ride 


roughshod over the DGP. They would now - 


` issue orders contrary to my 


recommendations. This was resented by - 


me. In a letter to the home secretary, | 
clearly wrote that the government should, 
under normal circumstances, correspond 


on police matters with or through only the 


DGP, and that if it became administrativley 


necessary to send orders immediately to -` 
the subordinate officers, copies of those. 


must invariably be sent to the DGP. The 
home secretary romuna chose to 
ignore my letter. 


-Run out ! 


The BJP government in UP 
- completed its one year in power on 24 June 
1992. The chief-minsiter, Kalyan Singh, 
was asked by the press to list out his 
greatest achievements during the period. 


He said tht the greatest achievement was . 
‘that they had ‘established the rule of law 


in place of the jungle raj which we had 
. inherited.’ He added that there was a time 


when people were bothered about saving. 


their lives from the mafia; today it was the 
mafia which was trying to.save its skin due 
to the stricteness of the administration. 
The handbook brought out by the 


Information and Publicity Department of © 


-Government of UP on the occasion 
. Claimed to having liquidated the rule of 
-= mafia, controlled the communal situation 
and established a Danga rahit pradesh 
tatha bhayamukta samaj (Riofree state 
and fear-free society). 
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On 30 September 1992, | got a call 
from the chief minister's office that | should | 
see him immediately at 11.00 a.m. It was 
not unusual. Similar short notice calls had 
been received by me on several occasions 
earlier. | collected some files which the 
chief minister had marked for 'discussion,' 
refreshed my memory in respect of the 
contents there of and proceeded to the 
chief minister's office. On reaching there, 
| learnt that the DGP Intelligence, S.V.M. 
Tripathi, had also been called. He took 
some time to reach there and-had to wait 
meanwhile. At about 11.30 a.m. we were 
both ushered in. | found the home secretary 
sitting by the side of the chief minister. As 


-= soon as we had occupied our chains, the 


chief minister directed the home secretary 
to hand over the ennvelopes to. us. The 
home secretary gave one envelope to me 
and the other one to Tripathi. My sixth 
sense told me that there was somthing 
unpleasant. Both of-us opened our 
respective envelopes. The one meant for 
me said that | was to hand over charge to 
S.V.M. ‘Tripathi; the one meant for Tripathi 
directed him to take over charge as DGP. 
| did not lose my cool. Things had not been 
going smoothly for sometime vis-a-vis the 
bureaucracy and the political leadership, 
and | knew that | was at the end of my 
innings in.UP. Maintaining my composure; 


-| thanked the chief minister for the 
. oppurtunity which he had given me to 


serve the state, and said that | would like 
to proceed on three months' leave after 
handing over charge. The chief minister 


= suspected for a moment that | wanted to 


” avoid ‘compliance of the order for three ` 


months and.therefore said that 1.should 
_ hand over chargefirst. | assured him that | 
would be diong the same during the day. 
The home secretary interfected to say that 


the government wanted me to hand over 


charge immediately by 1:30 p.m. | looked 
-at the watch and calculated that it would 
give me barely an hour to wind up and 


` hand over charge to my successor. It was. 
an outrageous direction. The old practice- 


was to give the DGP enough notice, 


_around a week, during. which time he 


would visit at least some range 
headquarters to bid goodbye to officers in 


the field and prepare a detailed hnding-over. 


. note for the successor. All that-is now a 


mere dream, but | felt that even by the - 
deteriorated standards of the day the short _ 


> notice given to me was scandalous. | 


saluted the chief minister and quietly . 


walked out of his office. 
Back: in my office, | hurriedly 


‘disposed of as best asl could the pending. 
papers on the table. The charge reportwas . 


hurriedly prepared and signed by me and 


S.V.M. Tripathi, who took charge as the 


new DGP. ; 
Most of the senior officers who had 


enjoyed my confidence were also- 


unfortunately shunted off to unimportant 
assignments, Their orders were issued 


the sme evening. It was obvious that he . 
new DGP had not been consulted on these - 


moves and that the bureaucracy was now 
- calling the shots. 


My transer caused ripples all ove the 


~~ state. Itwas extensively commented upon 


by the media. The Pioneer (1 October ` 
1992) said that the. unceremonious 
removal of Prakash Singh, considered one 


< -of the best IPS officers in the country and. 


one who has done a commendable job in 
some difficult positions like that of DGP 
Assam, and his tenure in Nagaland, 
Kashmir and Punjab, was strongly 
resented by police officers; The Hindustan 


'. Times (2 October 1992) observed : 


‘Known for his straightforwardness to the ` 


_extent of being blunt or arrogant, it is learnt 


that he also refused to bow under political | 
pressure in administrative matters.’ The 
Times of India (2 October'1992) stated : 
‘This is not done Kalyan Singh... It is not 


__ Prakash Singh who has been humbled but ` 


the entire IPS cadre.’ In a subsequent 
write-up, the Same paper (11 October 
1 992) stated that the UP DGP's ouster 


_ . was ‘a reprieve for mafia.' The Indian ` 
. Express (5 October 1992) published a ` 


news-item under the caption 'Rsentment 
in Police Force’ and said that:'most 
Officials feel that the resentment among 
different ranks of the police force might 
lead to the type of situation which was 
created by the PAC revolt of 1973.in the 
state.’ It was an exaggeration but 
nevertheless reflected the apprehension 
in peoples's minds. 

India Today (31 October 1992) gave 
two reasons for my sudden shift: firstly ‘to 


` appease the IAS lobby.in the state’ which 


was ‘conducting a whispering campaign’ 
against the DGPand, secondly, because 
the BJP government was ‘unhappy with 
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police officers who took firm action during 
the Ayodhya affair.’ The news magazine 


quoted me as having said. responding to | 


the slander campaign: 'I have acted strictly 
according to the law of the land. No action 
of mine violated the constitution and ail my 
actions were governed by the paramount 
need of promoting public interest.’ In its 


subsequent issue (15 November 1992), - 


India Today said, 'the effect: of the 
treatment meted out to Prakash Singh is 
already being felt in the terrorist-infested 
. Terai region... His departure has made a 
huge dent in the morale of officers trying 
to contain the- violence.’ 


_ On25 September at a public rally 
held in Lucknow, Kalyan Singh had claimed 
to have established a danga rahit pradesh 
. and bhaya mukt samaj (a riot-free state 
and a fear-free society). The media 
ridiculed him for having removed the police 
chief who was the architect -of this 
achievement. l 


While handing over hae | wrote | 


a message to the policemen and had it 


- sent.to all the districts of the state. In it, - 


apart from other things, | made a thinly 
= veiled attack on the nexus between 
politicians and criminals, which had 
become apparent by then. The relevant 
portion is worth quoting. ; 


_ Today when we look at society, 
we get the impression that certain 
‘sections of people want to set it on 
fire. A number of people would not 
hesitate in sacrificing the interests 
of the society and the country to 
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further their narrow, selfish interests. 
In such an environment, it was but 
natural that police work should have 
become more difficult.Criminal _ 
elements, howsoever strong, can.be 
tackled. But when.such elements 
put on a mask and claim to be 
honourable citizens, then it becomes 
difficult to deal with them. Even then, © 
it Was our combined effort that. all 
shades of criminal elements should 
be attacked without any- 
- discrimination. Whatever results 
were achieved during this period in 
our campaign against the mafia 
would perhaps remain a golden 
i chapter in the history of UP police. 


Interregnum 


The manner in n which Iwas iemioved 
from the post of DGP caused me great 
anguish. Kalyan Singh couid have done sc 
gracefully and we. could have partec 
company without any bitterness, strongly 
suspect that the bureaucracy wanted to 
humiliate me, and Kalyan Singh merely fel 


into the trap. In any case, | was so hurl 
that | conveyed my unwillingness to take 


any assignment under the state 
government and proceeded on three 


- months’ leave. Itappeared to be the end 
< of the road for me. The thought that my 


career would come to such an abrupt end 
disturbed me. Talking to the media, which 


hounded me, | conveyed that | might even 


resign from service and devote the rest ol 
my life to writing and aang some social 
work. 


My wife, Savitri, had gone out in the 
forenoon that day and returned home only 
by lunch time. At the dining table, | told her 
that | had handed over charge as DGP. 
She looked at me with a sense of shock 
but soon came to grip with the realities. 
We decided to vacate the official residence 
immediately. Our grandchild, Kanika, was 
running high fever and my mother was 
ailing. In less than two days, we packed 
_ all our belongings and shifted to our private 
residence in Lucknow. 


The next three months proved to be 
the most depressing and traumatic period 
of my service life. Not because | -had 
ceased to be DGP of the state but because 
of'the deliberate and unwarranted 
humiliation heaped on me. Erstwhile 
friends and colleagues generally 
distanced themselves from me. They 


knew that | was under a cloud. There were 


speculative reports in the press that the 
government ws contemplating taking 
action against me. Some kind of 
surveillance, | was told, was also mounted 
over me for some time just to see if |.would 
indulge in any objectionable activities. But 
we had withdrawn into a shell and generally 
stayed inside the house. | had a tough time 
avioding the media which wanted some 
salacious stories. Gradually, things settled 
down but the feeling of betterness 
persisted and the inglorious end to what 
was otherwise a distinguished career 
troubled my mind. 


The union home ministry tried to 
rehabilitate me. Madhav Godbole, the 
union home secretary, made sincere 
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efforts to find a place for me. He first tried 
to accommodate me as special director. 
in the Intelligence Bureau, where | had 
served for ten years. DIB, however, stalled 
my induction. Perhaps, they saw in me a 
ptential contender fo the post of derctor, 
Intelligence Bureau. Godbole then 
attempted to post me to the Border 
Security Force, where | had already serve 
as |G/additional director general in Kashmir 
and Pujab. The proposal fell through 
because the then director general, BSF, 
refused to have me as his ‘number two. 
He apprehended that if | joined the BSF, 


where | was immensely popular, the 


loylties of the staff would gravitate towards 
me and he would be reduced to a 


‘figurehead. The net result was that the 


union home secretary with all his efforts 
could not find a proper assignment for me 
at the centre. This further increased my 
frustration. My career as an.IPS officer had 
come to an end, | thought. But that was 
not to be. Destiny had sométhing more in 
store for me, which unfolded under very 
dramatic circumstances. 


On 6 December 1992, the disputed 
Babri Masjid at Ayodhya was demolished. 
This caused an upheaval in the country 
and its reverberations were felt far and 
wide. The Government of India finally made 
up its mind and dismissed the state 
goverment of UP. President's rule was 
imposed in the state. The home minister 
later said, in a statement to Parliament on 
18 December 1992, that 'as a result of the 
total absence of protection by the local 
police and the state authorities not allowing 
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= ‘the central forces to’ reach ie despite ` | 
repeated rquests from the union home. -` 
. “minister and home secretary, the RJB-BM . 


structure was completely. deniolished. : 


Asa repercussion of the demolition, - 


the communal situation in different parts 


.. of the country suffered a setback. There — 


was violence not only in-Uttar Pradesh but 
also in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Gujarat, Mharashtra, Andhra Padesh, 


karnataka, Punjab, Bihar, West Bengal and 
-- Delhi. Army columns had to be deployed. 


‘ _ in various towns of UP. and other states. 


| The state police stood discredited. - 
While the kar sevaks were on the - 


. rampage, as the. Government of India's 


‘White Paper said, ‘the local authorities and _ 


the police appeared to be standing as 


_ mute spectators, ostensibly under the 
: instructions of the chief minister of Uttar. 
Pradesh.’ The Supreme Court deplored » 


that it was “a great pity that a 


constitutionally elected government could. 
not discharge its duties in a matter of this. 
‘sensitivity and magnitude.’ A new police _ 


_ chief was urgently required to restore 


peace. and normalcy in the state. The . 7 "My proposals to dan aed guards 


and shadows from people who did not 
- deserve them and particularly from people 


- central government's choice fell on me 


and | was reposted as DGP, UP on 23° 
' December 1992. This was to be my © 


second innings as police chief of the state. 
Second Innings. 


Soon after taking charge, ‘called a` 


meeting of IGs and DIGs as my staff 
„officers, and made it clear to them that they 


. should not issue any directions or orders ` 


which may give any impression that | was 
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_ trying to settle any scores for being: 
| Vindictive with any Officer. The state was 
passing through a. very difficult period. The 
- * communal equation had suffered a major 
-> setback. The credibility of the police was 
` at its lowest. A lot of repair work had to be 


done. All that required teamwork and the 
fullest cooperation from all sections of the 


~ force. 


~ was very optimistice during my 


‘second innings on one score. Now that 
- . there were no political constraints, it should 


be possible, | thought, to go hammer and 
tongs against the corupt officers in the 


. department. Several proposals were sent 


from timie time, seeking to replace officers. 
of doubtful integrity from key positins ‘to. 


. less sensitive assignments. A few 


proposals to suspend some officers were 
also submitted to the government. T.S:R. 


-Subramaniun, chief secretary, and the 
_ advisor fully supported me but, surprisingly, 


| found the governor stonewalling these 
proposals. B. Satyanarayan Reddy, the 
governor, was a prefessed Gandhian but | 
was very disappionted that he. generally 
supported the cause of asatya (untruth). 


with a criminal ackground were spiked by 
him. It was very frustrating. My stranined: 
relations ` ‘with him became - public 
knowldege and were commented upon by 


- the media. Maya published an article in 
its 31 May, 1993 issue under the caption 


‘Rajyapal Versus Police Chief’, stating that 


_ fierce tussle was giong on between the two 


over the. provision of shadow to a mafia 
don_with the police refusing to give him any 
protection. An Urdu weekly Marqaz 


caused me considerable embarrassment __ 


when it published a news item on its front 
page under the caption, "UP police aur 
Governor mein Takarav : Governor 
Beimaan  afsaron ke — saath?’ 
(Confrontation between UP Police and 
Governor: Governor supporting Dishonest 
Officers?) The Congressmen also were 
gradually getting disillusioned with me. 


They fouond that | was not prepared to 
oblige them in the matter of postings and | 


_.transfers. And so, | found myself getting 
distanced once again from the powers that 
be. At this juncture, the post of director 
general of the BSF fell vacant and | was 
selected for the assingment by virtue of 
-my seniority and previous experience in 
Kashmir and Punjab. | was happy, partly 
because | was beginning to feel hamstrng 


in UP in the absence of support from above. 


and partly because | had a strong liking for 
the BSF and considered it a privilege and 


an honour to be commanding this - 


prestigious parmilitary outfit. 


| was required to join the Border 


Security Force on 1 June 1993. The state”. 


observance of the Som Yagya at Ayodhya 
before handing over charge. The Yagya 
had been organised by Chandraswami on 
6 and 7 June and it was opposed by 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad andBajrang Dal. 
The Government apprehended a clash. | 
personally went to Ayodhya to supervise 
the security arrangements. The Yagya 
' turned out to be a tame affair. The response 


mee 


was poor and it passed off peacefully. The 


- occasion gave me the opportunity to see 


Chandraswami from close quarters. | 
found him repulsive, and was surprised 
that such a hollow person should have 


- managed to climb so high in the social and 
‘ political circles. ` 


In retrospect, my tenure as police 


-= chief of UP was the most exacting in my 


career. The sheer size of the state with a 
population of 140 million, generated 
problems of enormous complexity. 


= Communal problem stared us in the face. 


Terrorism had erupted in the Terai area. 
Cast'tensions kept us on our toes. Crime 
was burgeoning. Law and order problems 
could arise any time, and anywhere. All 
these had to be attended to and, at the 
same time, the bureaucracy and the 
political leadership kept on the right side. 


-It was a tightrope walk most of the time. 
| There was a limit beyond which | could not 


balance. No wonder, | found myself out of 
favour with the bureaucracy and the 
political leadership after some time. 


‘However, | had the satisfaction of not having 
compromised on principles and performed 


in the bests interests of the people and in 
conformity with the laws of the land. The 
job of a police chief is increasingly 
becoming difficult. He has to be almost a 
Superman to discharge his onerous 
responsibilities. It is high time that we 
evolved a selection process which throws 
up the very best.for the top post and give 
the police chief a security of tenure where 
he does not have a Damocles' sword 


-hanging over his head all the time. = 
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So with the mind: One E itis — another moment , 

unhappy; one moment strong, another weak - an ever-changing 
whirlpool. That cannot be the Spirit, which | is infinite. Change 
can only be inthe limited. = og ae 


| To say that the infinite changes in ‘any way is absurd: it 
| cannot be. You can move and can move, as limited bodies; _ 
|| every particle in this universe is in a constant state of flux. But 
taking the universe.as a unit, as one whole, j cannot move E 
t cannot re 


` l 


Swami Vivékananda from Vedanta: Voice of Freedom 
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OF GANDHI'S LEGACY 





& ITS INHERITORS 


James Seabrook 


. Until recent years, the 
commemoration of Gandhi was an 
occasion for pietistic celebration. The 
‘father of the nation' was remembered with 
uncritical fondness, even adulation, and 
the status he was accorded placed him 
beyond criticism. A generally sentimental 
recognition of his simplicity, goodness and 
tenacity was enough to make everyone 
feel satisfied that they basked in the after 
glow of his saintly posthumous influence. 


_ Lately, however, there has been a far more 
. Critical evaluation of Gandhi, one in keeping 


(The author lives in Britain. He has written plays: 


for the stage, TV and radio, made TV documentaries, 
published more than 30 books and contributed fo 
leading journals around the world.) 


3] 


with the neo-liberal consensus which has 
taken such a firm hold of the imagination 
of politicians of all ideological colours. . 
Some, casting themselves in the role of 
heroes, have boldly dared to question- 
some of Gandhi's assertions, as though, 
in doing so, they were infringing some 
terrible taboo never previously broken. 
Rather than claiming that India has failed 
to live up the expectations of its founding 
fathers, these revisionists and new critics 
believe that India’s failings come from an 
excess of respect accorded to Gandhi and- 
the power of his ideas. 


Nothing could be more hyooGhtical 
than such an assertion. It is true that ` 
Gandhi has been revered; but only in order- 
that what he said might be the more 
effectively ignored. The emotional homage . 
paid to Gandhi has obscured the thrust 


~- and significance of his teachings. It is right 
‘ and proper that Gandhi has been the object 


of great awe and respect. But who can 
seriously believe that it is the dead hand 
of Gandhi which has inhibited India's 
development, and left it ranking at number 
127 in the United nations human 


. Development Index? it was not the wisdom 


of Gandhi (nor yet his failings, which were 
also remarkable) than half a century. To 
believe that too much self-reliance has 
been a serious brake on India's 
development it is something of a 
hyperbole. From the very beginning, 
Nehru's admiration for industrial society, 
and particularly its curious Soviet 
incarnation, was quite contrary to Gandhi's 
vision of a peaceable, village-based self- 
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sufficiency. 
The stern realists of progress 
chastise Gandhi for his compassion 


towards the poor, the sick and the . 
- malnourished, since the tears he shed for. - 
them were sterile and impotent: rather than 


_ consolation, they say, what the poor need 


* 


is a way out-of poverty. They. cite the can- 


do capacity of industrial society as a more ` 


effective remedy for a poverty which love 
and. compassion can only deplore. 


Now it may be reasonable to scorn 
some aspects of Gandhi's beliefs — his 
distrust of modern medicine, his distaste 


for 20th century education, and his 
conviction that the charkha would suffice- 
- to clothe the people of India. It may be that. 


his experiments in material simplicity and 
sexual abstinence appear to the 


contemporary sensibility as quaint and ° 
_ archaic. But there are at least two aspects ` 


of his teaching which remain alive and 


_ indispensable. One is the answer to the- 
question of how shall the six billion people 
_on earth live together, and the other is his 
-response to the equally vital question, how 
shall the used-up resources of a wasteful - - 
world be conserved for us generations to . 


come? - 


“It is scarcely the Gandhian vision 
which has: hampered. the proponents of 
progress, growth and development in their 
prescriptions for universal wealth. Indeed, 


-itis the absence of Gandhi from the post- — 
Independence polity which has been. 
remarkable. To have placed Gandhi's | 


_ likeness on all Indian bank notes is an irony 


Azad Academy Journal, February 1 - 28, 2006 


-he might not have appreciated: For what - 
- could be more disregarding of the prophet 


of simplicity than enshrining his image in ` 


- currency? What could be more untrue to 
the values of Gandhi than the naming of 


the fume-filled, chaotic canyon of Delhi's 


-ring road, Mahatma Gandhi Road? It is — 
quite clear that Gandhi has been 
_ embalmed ~ a little like Lenin in his tomb 


in Red Square — so that he could be placed 
out of. harm's way, and the neglect of his - 
words go unnoticed; Nothing is more — 
calculated to distract attention than 
conspicousness: because Gandhi is 
everywhere, he can be ignored: 


Today's apostles of modernity and | 
globalisation seriously underestimate the - 


most powerful elements of Gandhi's 


relevance to our time. It is not the writings 
limited by the historical moment in which 
he lived that speak to us now, but his ` 
expression of values that transcend time; 
and there is enough of that in Gandhi to ° 


-move everyone, except apparently, the - 


hyperactive’globalisers of everything, with - 
their easy pian ORS and gola plated - 
ignorance. 


For one thing, wen Gandhi seek 
of poverty, he was not referring’ to the. 
abject hunger and absolute want which are 


= forced violently upon countless of our 


fellow-humans, which blight their hopes 


and abridge their lives. There i is a world of 


difference between a conscious and 
chosed frugality and the cruel visitations 


of poverty which industrial plenty has 


managed to create out of its noisy 


abundance. It is not Gandhi who has 


Pi 
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maintained so many people of India ina 
state of poverty, it is the systemic and 
institutuionalised injustice embedded in the 
cosy unfolding’ of what is still 
disingenuously called in some old- 
fashioned quarters, ‘development’. - 


There is another, even more vital 
‚message which Gandhi offers now to 


those who have ears to listen. When he | 


spoke of voluntary restraint and self-denial, 
he did so out of concern that human beings 


~ should not be overwhelmed by their own 


appetites and desires. Whatever the moral 
value of such teachings, these have a 
vibrant resonance in out time, when the 


talk.everywhere is of resource-depletion, 


global warming, the toxic mix of ` 
chemicals in-the air we breathe, the 
water we consume and the soil that 
nourished us. it may be that it was not 
Gandhi's prescience, but his 
Puritanism, that led him to preach ’ 
moderation and self-control: but 
whatever the motive, he has an even 
more important story to tell a generation 
which may be on the brink of irreversible 
planetary changes; since these could 
well take away from our children’s 
children the most basic human right of . 
all-the right to survive. W 


Academy is taking out the Hindiversion of its special issue 
on Maulana Azad (Nov. - Dec. 2005.) It will not be sent to 
regular readers but those who are interested may write to: 


The Editor, 


Azad Academy Journal, 
"Roshan Villa” 


C-8, Vigyanpuri, Mahanagar, Lucknow - 226006 
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No motion in the ‘sky now, no animation’ in life, 
Tel me ye, O pain of parting, how fares the night? ` 


The world of love isa world apart, 
Sans night, sans day is this wonderland. 


Knowing how to live turns even death to life, . E 
Else how ephemeral i is evena Khizr-like life!. E 


. Ab daur-e-aasman hai na daipehayeal hai 
Ai dard-e-hijr i tu hi bata kitni raat hai. 


Har kainaať se alag yeh kainaat hai, 
_Hairat saraae ishq mein din hai na raat hai. 


Jeena jo aagaya | to ajal bhi hayaat hai 
‘Aur yun fo ame Kz bhi kya be-sabaat hai. 
: igs oo T | 


Raghupati Sahat Firaq 








Azad Academy Journal, February 1-28,2006.- g 


[27] 


E y - 
P 
P 
La A F . ` 
aean aana a e AAA AETA E RE AAA 
S + 3 7 
- - 
‘ Koa hs ` d . i 7 age 


"NURJAHAN JUNTA - ` 


ROLE AND SIGNIFICANCE | - 





= Abu Sufian 


Nurjahan Begum was the most 
striking figure of Jahangir's period. She 


exercised a considerable influence upon. 
the emperor and the Polges ot of the Mughal _ :: 


empire. 


Some authors are of the view that 


she wanted to centralise all powers in her 


_ own hands, and that is why, she formed a 


-clique (Junta) of her close relations to 
achieve this end. : 


| The foreign travellers of this period 
have specifically mentioned the existence 


of a “Junta” in the court of Jahangir, which. 


was formed by empress Nurjahan Begum. 


Though, the contemporary Persian 


-© ‘gources do not refer to the existence. of 
_ any"Junta"in the court of Jahangir, but they 
`= have certainly made some references to 

_ the excessive influence of Nurjahan 


Begum on: contemporary politics. 
_ Among the later. historians, Dr. Beni 


Prasad is the first writer, who has strongly - 
"put forward the theory of a "Junta" 
-` consisting of Nurjahan Begum, her mother 


Asmat Begum, her father Itimad-ud- 


‘Datlah and her brother Asaf Khan, who 


became dominant in the Mughal Court.. 
To strengthen the"Junta”, Khurram, - 


the second son of Jahangir was also 
- included in it through his marriage in 1612 


A.D. with Arjumand Banu Begum, the 
daughter of Asaf Khan. It remained in 
existence till 1620 A. D. It broke up when 
Nurjahan realised that Shahjahan with his 
dominating nature, would relegate her to 
the background if he were to succeed to 


_ the throne. She, therefore, decided. to 
-supersede him by a more pliable 
. instrument, Shahriyar, whose marriage 


was arranged with her pii Bahu 


2 Begum. 


= The"Junta" as observed by Dr. Beni 
Prasad, "Consolidated its powers by filling 


_ most of the vacancies in the imperial 


service with her own creatures to an 
extent that its favour was the sole passport 
to honour and rank.” This naturally aroused 
the jealousy and hostility of the other 
nobles and "all those who were or fancied 
that they were, deprived of their due need 
of power and left in the outer darkness". 


He further adds that Abdur Rahim 
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Kiankhane temporised with the dominant 


. Junta but prouder spirits like Mahabat Khan 
homage. __ 


refused to their. 


pay- 


= Consequently the court was divided into 


two factions during this. period - the 
adherents of the "Junta" and the rival party _ 


whose candidate for the throne was 
Khusrau. . , : 


_ Till November 1620. Dr. Beni Prasad 


attributes to the working of the "Junta" with 


the following details: 
“Rapid rise in the mansab of Itimad-ud- 


Daulah and his family. Interruption in the - 
promotion of Mahabat Khan and others — 
between 1612 & 1622, imprisonment of | 


Khan-e-Azam, extra-ordinary rise of 


Khurram, eclipse of Parwez and varying, 


fortunes. of Khusrau." - 


The above theory and its me | 


require a very close observation and 


4 


careful examination, because, if accepted, 
-it would imply that just after the marriage 


-of Nurjahan with Jahangir, the "Junta! 


came into existence and started the policy 


-of intrigue and conspiracy for its vested. ` 
interests, and party groupings atthe Court — . 


centred round the "Junta" and its 
opponents. At the’ same time, for its 
examination, it is essential to examine the 
nature of groupings at the court, the 


internal stresses with the nobility, the role . 
of emperor and the Pence! political events i 


` during this period. 
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= The "Junta" theory is solely based ` 
onthe European sources, particularly on 


the statements of SirThomas Roe, who 


came to India i in 1615 and een here till 


E statements: 
1616 


12.2.1616 - 


25.8.1617 : 


`- 1618. He refers to: the éiistente of a 
- "Junta" consisting of;Nurjahan, Itimad-ud- 
-Daulah, Asaf Khan and Shahjahan. 


After a close observation and careful 
enquiry of the statements of; European 
travellers, it is concluded that from the end 
of 1616, rumours became. current of an | 
estrangement between Nurjahan and 
Shahjahan; and of-an alliance between ` 


- Nurjahan and Khurram. Such rumours had 


became quite common in 1617-and again - 
in 1619, as is evident from the following 


7 
Rumours of an alliance 


between Asaf Khan and 
' Khusrau. 


"Sultan Khurram-shall 
marry Nurjahan's. daughter - 
and have liberty and that all 
. ._... factions! will adher to him. 
21.8.1617 : - "Nurmahal and Asaf 
` +... Khan by their father's advice ` 
-came outto make peace with 
Khusrau and alliances and. 


with infinite joy his liberty is 


| expected. - 


Report of 2 a Tean of 
' Khuşsrau with Nurjahan ‘and 
the likelihood of a firm alliance 
which would bring about 
Khusrau's full liberty and 
Khurram’s. ruin., 


, A similiar ‘statement is given by 


 Dellavalle that Nurmahal repeatedly offered ` 
. her daughter in marriage to Khusrau, but 


his sense of conjugal fidelity led him to- 
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reject the proposal. In despair, Nurmahal 

gave her daughter to Shahriyar. 

17.9.1619 : 
Emperor had displaced 
Khurram. + 


30.9.1619 : - Rumour of khurram's 
disgrace and Khusrau's 
liberty." Rising him of 


(Khusrau) will be the fall of the 
. other whose high expectations 
would by no means be ' 


_ induced to confirmity. 


After a close observation of the 
above information of Sir Thomas Roe and 
other foreign travellers, it can be safely 
asserted that their information was mostly 
‘based upon rumours and gossips that 
were circulating about Khusrau, Khurram 
and Nurjahan. Their statements, on 
account of their dubious nature, can not 
be relied upon. The European sources 
refer to Nurjahan's immense political 
influence, the popularity of Khusrau and 
Shahjahan's hostility towards him, but fails 
to provide any evidence of factional alliance 
between Nurjahan and Shahjahan. 


When we analyse the Persian 
sources for the existence of “Junta”, 
Mutamad Khan, the author of Iqbal Nama 


-e- Jahangiri strongly complains of the . 


excessive influence of Nurjahan on 
contemporary politics and her jealousy 
with Shahjahan. But he does not refer to 
any facitonal alliance between Nurjahan 
<- and Shahjahan orthe existence of any 
"Junta". On the other hand, he seems to 
be keen to prove that Nurjahan was hostile 


= Rumour that the 


and unjust to Shahjahan for her selfish 
reasons. But as he wrote his work during 


‘the reign of Shahjahan, hence, his opinion 


may not be taken to be quite unbiased and 


_ reliable. 


_ Kamgar Hussaini, who wrote his 
Maasir-e-Jahangiri in 1630 A. D. seems 
to have followed the versions of Mutamad 
Khan and does not adduce any concrete 
evidence of the "Junta" theory. 


Khafi Khan, the author of Muntakhab 
-ul- Lubab, who wrote his work at the time 
of Alamgir, also refers to the excessive 
influence of Nurjahan on contemporary 
politics but does not point out the existence 
of any factional alliance or "Junta". 


Tarikh -e- Jahangir Shahi by Wali 


Sirhindi, contains eulogies to Jahangir, 


ltinyad-ud- Daulah, Asaf Khan, the princess 
and some of the nobles. But significantly 
enough, it makes no mention of Nurjahan. 


In the same way, Kami Shirazi's 
Fatahnama-e-Nurjanan Begum deals with 
the rebellion of Mahabat Khan and an 
account of the victory of Nurjahan over 
Mahabat Khan, but gives no reference or 
suggestion to the existence of "Junta" or 
any factional alliance between Nurjahan 
and Shahjahan. 


Wali Sirhindi's Intikhab-e-Jahangir 
Shah, identified by Elliot & Dowson as the 
fragment of a contemporary work, narrates 
the annecdote which is interesting in many 
ways, as fol. lows: 


"In the presence of Khan-e-Aiam and 
Khan-e-Jahan, Mahabat Khan 
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. complained to Jahangir against the fe | 


-excessive influence excercised by - 
Nurjahan. He also pleaded for the 


release of Khusrau from perpetual `` 


confinement and for entrusting him `` 

_ to one of the confidential servants. 

_ of the emperor. The safety of the. 
emperor and the peace of the ~ 
empire depends on the life of’ 
Khusrau. Khan-e-Alam and Khan-e- _ 
Jahan corroborated the statements 


- and the next day, Jahangir entrusted ' 3 | 
Khusrau to Khan-e-Jahan with » 


permission to pay his respect at the 
court. Khusrau was also given a. 
horse to ride. On Mahabat Khan's 
_ representation, the emperor, for 
some days, became more reserved 
= in his demeanour towards. the 
Begum. When Mahabat Khan left 
` Jahangir at Pakli andon reaching 


_ Kashmir, the later again fell underthe | 


aad 


control of Nurjahan." 


--Alongwith the doubtful authenticity of. 


the work, the critical analysis of the above 
information of Wali Sirhinci forces us to 
think the "extreme unlikelihood of a noble 


complaining to Jahangir against his 


ernpres. 


Statements of other contemporary 
sources. 


< Tuzuk-e- -Jahangiri, Mahabat Khan was 
_along with Jahangir for about three weeks 
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ascendency. | 
Secondly, the. formaion: of Wali | 


i 'Sirhindi, as mentioned in Intikhab-e- - 
Jahangir Shahi, does not coincide with thè - 


In the first place, aces dio to the- . 


in Feb. 1620. Secondly, we know that the 


restriction on Khusrau had already been. 
released earlier. The emperor, in the Tuzuk 


-has himself narrated, about the relaxation 
of his confinement, Similarly, in these 
-` chronicles, there is no evidence to suggest . 

" that in 1620 Nurjahan was using her 


influence to keep Khusrau in confinement - 
presumbly i inthe interest of Shahjahan. In 
the similar way, Shahjahan'’ s demand for 


‘keeping Khusrau with him to the.Deccan - 


and the betrothal of Shahriyar with Bahu | 


. ’ Begum at about the same time, indicates: 
- mutual suspicion between Shahjahan and 
_Nurjahan. It seems that Shahjahan's taking - 
custody of Khusrau was sought to be 
- counteracted by the betrothal of Shahriyar- 


to Bahu Begum. 
-Thus, the direct evidences of the.. 


- existence of the "Junta" theory on account 


of the extremely dubiou nature fails to 
materialise. | 


i 


Dr. Beni Prasad. asserts that since 


' |timad-ud-Daulah became the emperor's. 


father-in-law, his ascent in the hierarchy 


‘was extra-ordinary rapid, because he was. 


the strongest pillar. of the Nurjahan’s 


` it requires. a 1 critical R and- 


- comparative study with another nobles of - 


the court. Ma E- 
It is wrong to. believe that Itima’-ud- 


Daulah owned his ‘rise, distinction and. . 
. strong positions in the government entirely 


due to the influence of his daughter over 
the.king. He owed his rise also due to his - 


= personal capacity, efficiency and literary 


accomplishments. 


- Moreover, his rise and continued 
enjoyment of prestige and power were 
further due to the lack of competitors in 
the Central Government. After Amir -ul- 
Umara Sharif Khan and Asaf Khan, he 
was seniormost in the ministry. Khwaja 
Abul Hasan was not confirmed in the office. 
There were two others who could be 
expected to come to the front,one was 
Abdur Rahim Khan Khana, the king's old 


tutor. He had held the Vikalat for sometime _ 


and had all the chances and claims by his 
rank, position and status. The other was 
Khan -e- Jahan. He was a great favourite 
of Jahangir and during the first three years, 
- he had gained considerable influence and 
he was termed as "Farzand" (son) even 
in official correspondence and farmans. 


But both of them had lost their 

‘positions in the Deccan. Khan-e-Khana 
= was the first to be discredited. Reports 
. against Khan-e-Khana was received and 
he was recalled. Khan-e-Jahan. tried to 
take the advantage of the situation and 
offered his services. But he too failed 
miserably in his duties. Thus, both of them 
remained away from the court and could 
not get any chance to return to the capital 
with distinction and honour. There was no 
else to compete with the new Diwan. The 


_ field was left free for him and his rise was 


naturally rapid. 


Thus; his personal qulaification gave 
him a chance, the marriage facilitated his 
task, absence of competitors strengthened 


his position and his tact and peaceful 


[31] 


nature kept him secured in his office. 


About his sincerity and ability, the 
Emperor has himself remarked, thus: 


"on account of the previous 
service and great sincerity and 
ability of Itimad-ud-Daulah, | 
bestowed on him, the high rank of 
vaizirship of the kingdom.” 


Moreover, when the rise or grant of 
mansab with-other family is comparatively 
analysed, no sign of Pee treatment 
is visible. =~ 


vo. 


During the period under review, a 
very large number of nobles received 
promotion. A few of the nobles, apart form 
those mentioned ealier, who were 
promoted were. 


Khwja jahan 3000/1000 (1614), 
3500/2200 (1615), 5000/3000 (1620) and 
held the governorship of Agra. Khan -e- 
Alam, on return from embassey to Persia 
got the increased mansab of 5000/2000 
in 1620 and also held the post of Mir 
Bakhshi. Qulij Khan got the mansab of 
6000/5000 in 1511 and’ was appointed 
Governor of Kabul. His son, Chin Qulji 
Khan was appionted Governor of Gujrat, 
Murtuza Khan got the mansab of 6000/ 
5000 in 1613 and held the governorship of 
Agra and Multan during this period. Mirza 
Rustam Safawi's mansab was raised to 
5000/1500 in 1618. Bahadur Khan's 
mansab was raised to 5000/4000 in 1620. 


Similarly great favour was shown to 
Diyanay Khan, Bir Singh Bundela, Suraj 
Singh, Khan -e- Duran, Muqarrab Khan, 
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Saif Khan, Amanat Khan, Sadique-Khan,- 


Rizvi Khan, Keshav Das and Ram Das 
Kachwaha etc: - 


The career of above nobles reveals — 


that promotions were fair and well spread 
to all and it was not preferential. Many of 
the members mentioned above were 


either hostile to so called "Junta" or not: 


connected with it. Amongst them, Khan - 
e- Azam and Khwaja Abul Hasan etc. are 
remarkable. 


, Moreover, if the ‘historical testimony | 


‘during Akbar's reign is analysed, it is 
ovserved that Akbar has started the 


practice of granting high mangans to- 


-leading noble families. 


Jahangir also followed the tradition 
laid down by his father, and gave high 
mansabs and titles to many leading noble 
families including the family of Itimad -ud- 
Daulah. . 


Even, if we accept this charge, there . 


-~ was nothing unusual. It was a quite 
`- common affair right from-the time Emperor 
_ Akbar to award-high position and mansabs 
to the relation of his wife. When Akbar 


‘married the daughter of Rajaa Bharmal in. 


1563, he awarded the high mansab of 
- 5000 and 5000 sawars to the Raja. His 
sons and grand sons were also given high 
posts and titles. There was nothing 
exceptional in the case of Itimad -ud- 


= Daulah and his family. Besides, there is . 
no evidence to suggest that these - 


members lacked ability and experience. 
On the contrary, their subsequent brilliant 


career during the roan of Shahjahan 


fad Academy Journal, eats le - 28, 2006 


conclusively prove that they fully deserved 
and justified their mansabs. 


Thus, it would not be corréct to 
believe that during this period, the Court 
was divided into two factions -for and . 
against the "Junta"-and the-sole passport 
to promotion was the favour of the "Junta" - 
as advocated by Dr. Bani Prasad. 


He, further, attributes that the 
interruption in the přomotion of Mahabat 
Khan from 1612 to 1622 was due to the 
influence of Daa "Junta" over the 
emperor. 


But, on enquiry, we find that though 
Mahabat Khan's personal mansab ws not- 
raised beyond 4000 zat and 3000 sawar 
after 1612, it would not be cofrect to 
assume that during this period, He was 


' relegated to the background. In 1814.he. 


was given additional Jagir worth two to 
three crore dams. He was given du-aspa, 
seh-aspa rank in 1615. He was sent to 
bring back Khan -e- Azam from Mewar 
Campaign. He received so many favours 
from the emperor in the year 1615. He was 
also entrusted with the important missions 


to the Deccan and after the victory over 


Deccanis, he was honoured with. 


_interviews, presents and rewards. In 1617, 


he was appionted Sukadar of Kabul and 
Bangush alongwith a robe of honour and 
was assigned with the important task of — 
suppressing tribal unrest at Kabul. 


His son, Amanullah was raised to the 


mansab of 1000/600 in 1615 which was 


raised to 1500/800 in 1619 and 2000/1500 


-in 1620. Again, at the former's request, 


Sardar Afgan ws appionted to the mansab 
of 1000/400 in 1620. Again, in 1620, Ani 
Rai Singh Dalan at the request of Mahabat 
Khan was posted to render his services 
in the Bangush campaign. 


Thus, there is no evidence to 
suggest theat during this period, the family 
of Mahabat Khan was eclipsed on account 
of the "Junta" ascendancy. At the same 
time, if we go through the: contemporary 
sources, specially "The Tuzuk -e- 
Jahangiri", there are so many evidences 
to prove that he was one of the chief pillars 
of the Empire. He was entrusted with 


several important assignments and at his | 


request, different important nobles were 
raised to high mansabs and other 
important task. 


‘Thus, the charges of Dr. Beni 
Prasad that the family of Mahabat Khan 
during the period 1612 to 1622 was out of 
power and relegated to the background, 
can not be accepted as based on full facts 
and contemporary evidences. 


Moreover, ifthe Intikhab -e- Jahangir 
Shahi is to be believed, Mahabat Khan was 
_ never out of realm of the royal favour. 


In the same way, the story of the 


imprisonment of Khan -e-.Azam has a 
different interpretation and.was not just the 
result of the whim of the “Junta”. Because, 
when the career and role of Khan -e- Azam 
right from Akbar's reign is critically 


examined, it can safely be accepted that 


he was one of the greatest aspirants for 
placing Khusrau upon the throne. If he 
made a quarrel with Khurram for the sake 
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of Khusrau, it was not a new and unique 
thing. It was he, who right from the period 
of Akbar's fatal illness, tried to supersede 
Salim by Khusrau. 


Hence, the charges farmed by Dr. 
Beni Prasad that his imprisonment and ~ 
disgrace was influenced on account of the 
Nurjahan "Junta" do not hold good. 


Dr. Beni Prasad is again showing a 
bias when he asserts thatthe extraordinary 
rise of Khurrram, eclopse of Parwez and 
the varying fortune of Khusrau were all 
influenced and motivated by the Nurjahan 
"Junata". 


The critical analysis of the career of 


. Khusrau reveals that due to his rebellious 


design right from very beginning, 
Jahangir's attitude towards him had 
became hardened even before his 
marriage to Nurjahan. 


So far as Parwez is concerned, he 
was deviod of ability and prey to 
intemperance. On account of his failure in 
both the campaigns, he could not earna - 
reputation either as a Commander or as 
administrator. Consequently, he was 
recalled and at the repeated requests fo 
Khan -e- Azam, Khurram was sent to 
conduct the expedition. 


Khurram's appiontment materially 
contributed to the succesful conclusion of 
the Deccan campaign. What arms had 
failed to achieve so long was won within a 
short time by diplomacy alone, and the 
credit of it all went to Shah Khurram. - 


Mewar revealed him as a skillful general 
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and the Deccan as a clever statemsan. 


`. The magnificent accord. to Shah 
Khurram on his return to the-court, his 


-extra-ordinary rise in the mandsb (30,000 . - 


- zat and 20,000 sawar) and conferring upon 


him the unprecedented title of "Shahjahan" 


- Suggest us‘to conclude that he b 7 
2 anaes _ rehabilitation and particularly the falling 


health of Jahangir might have afraid him 


-© fhe emperor S favourite. 


Moreover, it, would be. a fallacy to . 
contend that both of them were out of S 
B emperor's favour forever. Inthe beginning ` 


of 1619, the mansab of Parwez was raised 
to 20,000 zat and 10,000 sawar, and the 
emperor once again released Khusrau 


from the regular confinement. He himself 
says about Khusrau's release, thus: 7. 


“as the period of Khusrau's - 
imprisonment had been along ` 
one. It seemed to me that to 
= keep- him longer in 
' confinement and deprive him `` 
of the good fortune of waiting 
on-me, would be wanting in = 
- kindness. |, accordingly, sent 
= for him and bade him salute 
- me. Once again, the marks of `- 
his’ offences were washed 
with pure water of forgiveness ~ 
_and the dust of disgrace and - __ 
humiliation was rubbed off his 
__ brow. l hope that the blessing 
Of pleasing.me and the grace 
+ `of services, may bè his lot". 


' Butit seems, and Prof. Nurul Hasan 
also asserts that the release of Khusrau 
could not have been liking of Shahjahan. 
et is way when he was asked to- 
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proceed to the Deccan for a second time, 
he insisted on taking Khusrau. with him. 
His insistence suggests that on account 


of previous rebellion of Khusrau, the 


conspiracy on behalf of his men to 


- assassinate the emperor, the. rumours of 


Khurram's downfall and Khusrau's . 


and made him cautious that the court circle | 


- might put Khusrau ‘on the throne and 


anything may happen to the emperor. 
However, the only personality who 


could: succesfully suppress this trouble 
- and when Jahangir could choose to lead 


the campaign was Shahjahan. That is- 
why, on account of. his’ such strong `- 


position at that time, his demand for taking. ` 


Khusrau could not. be turned down. But, it 


is verly likely that his demand was resented 
` to, and therefore, it was decided at that 
| very time. that Shahriyar should be 
betrothed to Ladi Begum possibly as a 
- checkupon the too’ much ambitions of | 
Shahjahan. - i 


. Here, one notable thing i is that while 
positions of Perwez; and Shahriyar were 
built up to’some extent, nothing was done 


- against Shahjahan. Not only Khusrau was 
handed over to him, but, when he 
` proceeded for Deccan, a magnificent army . - 
.. and a large number of mansabdars and 
“ahdies were sent with him and he ws ` 


honoured by the emperor as well as the 
empress and the emperor promised him 
avery magnificent reward after his victory. 


While Shahjahan refused to.comply - 


the imperial order and his interests differed 


from those of the emperor, the interests - 


of Nurjahan were ultimately bound up with 
those of the emperor. She certainly had 
the wisdom to realise that her own position 
depended entirely on the life of her 
husband. | 


Thus, it is scheossibio to find out.a 
dichotomy between her interests and 
those of Jahangir and this was the reason 
for whatever influences she excercised. 
However, till 1620, the decisions, even 
though influenced by Nurjahan to some 
extent, were definitely the decisions of 
Jahangir himself. There seems to be no 
special motive for Nurjahan to enter into 
an alliance with Shahjahan in her selfish 
interests, as distinct from the interests of 
jahangir. i 


Thus, the position of Shahjahan was 
strenghtened not on account of the 
existence of the so called Nurjahan 


"Junta", but as a result of his own bright- 
career and also as a part of the.imperial . 


policy. In the same way, the eclipse of 
Parwez was not due to the antagonism of 
the "Junta" but was a result of his faliure 
both as an administrator and a general. 

Similarly, measures against Khusrau were 
-taken owing to his rebellious activities and 
finally, the position of other prince 


Shahariyar was sought to be strengthened © 


as a safeguard against the too much 
ambitions of Shahjahan. 


_ Dr. Beni Prasad says that the "Junta" 
broke up when Nurjahan on account of her 
dauthter's marriage with Shahriyar 
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decided to back the latter for the throne. 


The whole problem has to be 
reviewed in the light of the following points 


which deserve critical analysis: 


1. When, Shahjahan, her greatest 
opponent uncconditionally 
reconciled with the emperor 

_ surréndering the fort of Rohtas and 

-Asir in March 1626 alongwith his two 

_ sons Dara and Aurangzed as 

~ hostages in the hands of the 
= emperor's men; 


2. When, Mahabat Khan had suffered 
a great defeat at the hands of 
Nurjahan and the emperor had 
already been released: 


3. When, Asaf Khan, the greatest 

supporter of Shahjahan's throne 

“was imprisoned alongwith his son 

- Abu Talib in the fort of Attock by 
‘Mahabaat Khan; 


4. When Parwez had already died on 
_ 28th Oct. 1626; 


5. When the health of the emperor was - 
rapidly detoriating; and, 


` 6. Finally, when Nurjahan's tact, skill, 


courage and sacrificing measures 
for the emperor's release from 
Mahabat Khan naturally influenced 
the emperor in a greatest degree, 
then — 


Why did Nurjahan not "influence" the 


emperor to proclaim Shahriyar as his 
. successor? 
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lf she would have designed to make 
Shahriyar as the heir apparent, it was 
indeed, a golden opportunituy for her to 
influence the emperor-and to proclaim 
Shahriyar as his successor. l 


Thus, it shows that inspite of her . 


daughter's marriage with Shahriyar, she 
did not take any bold step to push 
Shahjahan out of the field. It was 
Shahjahan, who, in refusing to comply the 
imperial order, not only sabotaged the 


Mughal frontier policy, but gave many other - 


occasions for growing suspicions leading 
to the royal displeasure. 


Among the other reasons for the 
break up of the "Junta" Dr. Beni Prasad 
has mentioned also the religius factors. But 
on critical analysis, the charge do not hold 
good. | : 


Jahangir was a kind hearted man 
haivng generosity to all. But he had great 
gatred against oppression and had 
passion for justice. But surely he ws often 
fickle minded and the mastering weakness 


of his life and career was atendency to fall - 


_ under the influence of those around him 
who loved him and who won his love. 


This weakness of his character 
played upon and gave rise to defferent 
Kinds of theories regarding Nurjahan and 
the "Junta". Of course, the varying role of 
© the nobilities of the time should also be 
taken into account. 


His reign saw a deepening crisis in 


thie Mughal nobility. The desire of the nobles y 


te have increasingly higher mansab for 
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themselves andtheir associates and the 
laxity of the emperor in granting mansabs 
seems to have created a difficult situation. 
It wasnot possible to find enough jagirs- 
andkeep pace with the increase in 
mansabs and. member of the 
mansabdars. In such a situation, it was 
only natural that there should be intrigues 
and factional stuggles among the nabies. 
Moreover, the role of nobles during 
Khusrau's rebellion and Shahjahan's revolt 
and even at the time of the emperor's 
accession crystally certify it that the nobles | 
tried to attach themselves either to the 


_ princess or tho theother influential nobles 
- resulting in somany factionalism. 


Last but not least, we have the 
reference of Muhammad Saleh Kambu 
about the emperor's self decision on. 
political issues and disregardness for the 
feelings of the empress. 


Thus, on a critical analysis of the role 
of the emperor, the nobles and the nature 
of groupings and alliances, it reveals that 
there were so many factions in the court 
and even before Nurjanan's marriage with 
Jahangir, the rift and dissensions among 
the nobles were prevailing right from the 
accession of Jahanigr. 


Hence, the "Junta" theory can not be 


~- substantiated. 


Conlusion 


A close, careful and cautious 
scrutiny of the relevant contemporary 
sources. leads us to the conclusion that 
there was “excessive” influence of 





| Nurjahan on contemporary politics, but 
absolutely they do not refer to the existence 
of any such "Junta" as an institution. 


A careful observation of all the 
relevant contemporary or later sources 
leads us further to conclude that whatever 
influence Nurjahan exercised over Jahangir 
was purely personal nature, based 
possibly, on her emotions and her devotion 
to him. | 


It will be unfair to attribute purely 
political ambition to her acts of interference 
or her active participation in political 
matters. The only instance of her taking 
active interests and coming into limelight 
in contemporary politics can be seen 
during the emperor's captivity, and 
suppression of Mahabat Khan's rebellion. 


But this was a struggle for her existence.” 


`- Last but not least, after Shahjahan's 
accession, She.at once retired from the 
political scene. She remained aloof and 
refused to accept any pleasure parties. 
Her complete retirement and 
abandonment of the political activities leads 
one to conclude that her interests were 
confined to Jahangir alone. It can be 
argued that after the accession of 
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Shahjahan, she lost all powers and 
influence she enjoyed earlier, hence, she 
was not in a position to influence politics. 


But, in this connection it can be well 
noted that her ability, her intimate 
knowledge of political affairs and her 
contacts with some other important nobles 
were enough to enable. her to cook up 
certain plans or to indulge in conspiracies 
and political michief. Her complete 
absence of all these can only be attributed 
to her desire to retire completely after the 
death of her husband with whom were 
bound all her interests. | 


Thus, the charges of contemporary 
and foreign travellers and the later 
chroniclers that for her political ambitions 
and supremacy, she formed a clique or 
"Junta" of her close relatives and put them 
at the height of power, is nothing, but a — 
painted picture. Dr. R. P. Tripathi has rightly 
observed thus- 


"Much of the arguments given in 
support of the "Junta" theory are 
based on speculation and not 
corroborated by facts. Under these 
circumstances, it can not be taken 
very authentic and reliable. m 
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MAU LANA AZAD -PRIMARY SCHOOL 


* 


The Academy is running a primary school in Kapoorthala 
Mosque Complex Aliganj, Lucknow for the last two years. Free — 
= education is imparted to poor boys and girls by highly qualified 
teachers. Two of the teachers not only teach without any 
remuneration but jointly contribute the salary of the third teacher. 
The President of the complex which is a waqf property pom 7 
- books and stationery to students free of cost. 


: School has presently three classes and combined strength of | 
students is seventy. — -E PE 


A piece of land measuring about 6,000 square feet i is available 

in the complex but we have.no financial resources to get.a 

' separate building constructed over it. We hope some 
| Salah a will emerge to nep us. 
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HAJ REPRESENTS EVERY 


SHADE OF HUMAN SKIN 





Siraj Wahab* 


From the pictures appearing in 
newspapers and on television, everyone 
gets the impression that the Haj is a sea of 
white, but being on the ground with the 
pilgrims it is amazing how colourful it is. Each 


national group is carrying a flag. Many of | 


the pilgrims have signs or some sort of 
design pinned to their clothing to help them 
identify each other. They have - prayer rugs 
- over their arms and bags cluchted in their 
hands. Even the pilgrims faces are colouful. 
Every shade of human skin is represented. 
-Among the 25 lakh pilgrims are the tall, 
majestic Afghans with flowing beards, bushy 
eyebrows and aquiline noses; the lanky 
_ Somalis with their graceful gait; the helpful 
Sudanese, with smiles playing on their faces 
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at alt times; the loġuacious Egyptians with 
goatees and the fair-skinned Iranians 


„always walking in one large group. The 


pilgrims are of every age, too. Those from 
the India are quite elderly. Fifty-one is the 


- . average age of the Indian pilgrims. This 
.means that a huge number are crippled and 


infirm. They manage to get through the 
rituals by helping each other, but at the end 
of eah day they are exhausted, their bodies 
completely sapped of resources. Many 
mentioned to me that they wished they had 
found a way to perform haj when they were 
younger. Pilgrims from India and Pakistan 
tend to use their retirement or end of service 
benefits to finance the Haj. On the othe 
hand, looking at the Haj contingents from 
Indonesia and Malaysia, it is easy to see 
the difference. Most of these pilgrims are 
young adults. The societies of these nations 
encourgae their people to take on the duty 
of Haj before marriage, 


The scene of Tuesday morning at 
the Grand Jamrat or Jamrat al-Aqba was 


- incredible as usual. The pilgrims are 


supposed to throw small pebbles at 
this representation of Satan but many 
get caughtup in the religious fervour 
of the moment and imagine that they 
are seeing Satan before their eyes. In 
a desperate attempt to strike Satan, the 
pilgrims throw ‘sandals, shoes, 
umbrellas, almost anything, at the 
Jamarat. This can be very dangerous 
as heavier objects do not traved far < 
and somtimes come down on other 
pilgrims in the area..Even worse,with 
all the sharp objects on the ground, 
those pillgrims who threw away their 
sandals find it difficult to finish the rest 


‘of the rituals. 
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After the jamrat has been stoned, the 
sacrifice has been’ made and the barber 
visited, joy is evident on the pilgrims’ faces. 
it is at this time that their minds turn to some 
_ of the more mundane pleasures of life, such 
as shopping and sports. | was.a bit surprised 
when an Indian pilgrim came up to us and 
asked for the itinerary of the Indo-Pak One 
Day Cricket Series to be played in Pakistan. 


Arafat used.to be a sea of white. 
Now, there is a huge element of colour 
in Arafat mainly due to the colourful 
umbellas distributed by companies, 
especially airlines. On Monday, the 
plain was also dotted with small 
blue,red, yellow, greenandpurple 
plastic tents. These tents, amde in 
China,.ae inexpensive and on sale in 
many local supermarkets. Designed to 
- be used as playthigs by children the 
pilgrims have adopted them 
. convenient, temporary shelters. The 
. tents are light weight and can be setup 
with just two poles and a length of 
plastic cord. They provide privacy and 
protection from the sun and no one in 
any position of authorities seems to 
oppose them. At the end of the day, the 
pilgrims will quickly fold them up, tuck 
‘them under their arms and take them 
away. 


Another colourful comforting aapect 
_ of Arafat were the neem trees. Planted over 
the years, the trees now provide shade and 
enhance the environment. On Monday, 
hundreds of the treés moved in a gentle 
rhythm in the light breeze sweeping back 
and forth across the plain. Mr Majid Amjad, 
a pilgrim in his late forties,stated that the 


trees reminded him of his village in Badayun . 
in India. "For me the shade of the neem | 


tree took me to the past andl unconsciously 
went down memory lane, remembering 
many of the people from my youth." Mr 
Amjad said. "Then | prayed for all of them. 
But for the neem tree | would not have 
remembered their names. This is sheer 
providence." 


Prayer is the main and only 
activity of the five-day event, although 
perhaps one wouldn't believe that to 
be true based on the reports filed by 


: many jounalists. Encountering the 


managing editor of Al-Madinah Arabic - 
newspaper, Dr. Khaled Batarfi, | asked 
him whether he ‘thought people 
di€cussed politics at Arafat. The 
outside world has an impression that 
the pilgrims discuss nothing but 
politics at Arafat. The outside world has 
an impression but politics all the time. 


-According to Dr Batarfi, the rituals of 


Haj are so difficult and physically 
exhausting that no one really has the 
time or energy to talk about politics. 


= Media people have a knack for 
getting quotes from people, and pilgrims 
are no exception but their reports give the’ 
impression that Muslims in Afarat and Mina ` 
are talking about politics, said Dr Batarfi. 
"Actually, if the media didn't ask, such 
thoughts would not come to mind. Even for i 
myself, | am talking to you on this subject 


only because you are asking me this - 


question. Haj is a journey within and nobody 
has the time or inclination to discuss politics. 
Yes, in our prayers all the opperssed 
Muslims in the world take top priority. But. 
my prayer should not be confused with a 
political statement. My prayers are between 
myself and Allah. m 
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Shariq Alavi 


MAULANA AZAD MEMORIAL ACADEMY 
LUC KNOW 





From Left : Mr. Shariq Alavi, Mr. Ahmad Hasan, Mr. S. M. Nasim and Dr. S. F. Haq 


Title : 
Mr. Ahmad Hasan, Minister family welfare (Third from right) releasing 
the Hindi version of Special issue of Azad Academy Journal 


oy 


_ The Man.in the Middle . 
Ramchandra Guha ` 


. ‘Killing to Win 


Achin Vanaik 


The Afridi Pathans 
Navras Jaat Aafreedi 


_ White Brahmins 


William Grimes 
PRENES that Lifted the Lid 
_Arvin Ghosh 


. Handcuffed to the Memory of Hitler 
Michael Burleigh. 


R mond: Afi Jauhar 


Salahuddin Khan 


; Isolated Minority China Quietly 
Observes the Islamic Furor 


Jim Yardley 





Editor's Note: 


‘Remembering National Heroes . 


With the passage of time 
contributions of those members of the 
past generation who fought for freedom 
from the clutches of colonial rule are 
fading out. Those who were "observers" 
of the chivalery and spirit of those soldiers 
are also becoming the part of ‘history. It 
thus becomes the responsibility of the 
present lot to preserve the glorious deeds 
of our national heroes. No doubt at the 
national as well as at state levels there 


- have always been sincere efforts in this 


direction. Still unless the young people 
come forward to take initiative we will not |[- 
make any headway and will be held guilty |} 
of ingratitude. 


To keep the lamp burning we, in || 
Maulana Azad Memorial Academy, 
religrously hold two functions every year 
on the birth and death anniversary: of 
Maulana Azad. On these occasions we 
reminisce the role played by him in the 
freedom struggle and also his contribution 


_ in strengthening the cultural bonds and 


promotion of national integration. On 
February 23, 2006 an impressive function 
was organised in Gomti Hotel, Lucknow 
to observe the 48th death anniversary of 
the-Maulana. Minister for family welfare UP 
Mr..Ahmad Hasan as a chief guest 
appreciated the Academy's gesture in. 
holding such meetings. He said how he 
imbibed the ideology of leaders like 
Gandhi, Azad, Jai Prakash Narain and Dr. 

Lohia right during his student days. He 
lauded the contribution of Mauiana Azad 
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in building up of a secular and democratic nation. Mr.’ Hasan assured the Academy of his 
full and sincere cooperation in its efforts of bringing different communities together and 
_ fostering love and amity between them. He announced a fi nae ne of Rs. 2. oe for 
- the modernisation of Academy's library. - s y 


Dr. Masudul Hasan Usmani; an authority on Maulana Azad's life and ik in his 
address recounted the events in the life of Maulana which are worth remembering. He 
asserted that process of freedom of the country was accelerated: because of Maulana 
Azad and Ulema of Deoband. Their sacrifices must be highlighted time and again so that 
the coming generation may not lose sight of their contribution. 


The President of the Academy Mr. S.M. Nasim, Editor, Azad Academy Journal Shariq 

Alavi and Secretary of the academy Dr. A.Q. Hashmi also addressed the meeting which 
concluded-with a vote of thanks by the vice President of the Academy Dr. F. H. Irfan. Besides 
officers of the National Integration Department of UP government; Mr. V.N. Rai Addl. Director 
' Gen. of Police (Vigilance), a noted litterateur and author, a good’ number of academicians, 
CUMAIS and elite i the town attended the function. m TE 


~ 


-Josh Malihabadi was appointed Editor of the official Journal 
__ “Ajkal". He was asked to produce his certificate of post 
graduation which he did not possess. On hearing of it 


Maulana said, ‘Degrees have been laid down by us as the 
criteria to judge one's ability. When we are satisfied that 
this particular person has the nECESSaly PAO insistence . 
on degree-is uncalled for. 3 
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THE MAN IN THE MIDDLE | 


Ramachandra Guha 


Jawaharlal Nehru wrote three major 
books: Glimpses of World History, which 
began as a series of letters written from 
jail to his daughter Indira; his 
autobiography, which was most 
informative on politics but some what 
reticent about the author's personal life: 


and the Discovery of India, a very moving | 


but perhaps excessively romantic look at 
his homeland. All were published before 
India became independent, and all have 
been more or less in print since. Just 
before the 2004 elections, the rights to 
these books were transferred from one 
leading: Delhi publisher to another. The 
latter publisher is now exultant, and the 


former expectedly morose; for with the 
installation of the Congress-led United 
Progressive Alliance government, sales of 
these Nehru volumes have been brisk, 
especially (but hopefully not exclusively) 
in sarkari- offices. | l 


Nehru was an intelligent man who 
led an interesting life in most interesting — 
times. And he could write. | will not 
therefore begrudge these books being in 


print. May they be read, and re-read. But | 


still think it a shame that Nehru's most 
relevant works are unavailable for love or 
for money. These are the five volumes of . 
his Letters to Chief Ministers, published 
inthe mid-Eighties, edited with loving care 
by the scholar-diplomat G. Parthsarathi, 
yet long out of print. The greatest living 
authority on Nehru, Sunil Khilnani, once 


described these volumes to me as models 


of contemporary history, where this man 
of action and contemplation tried to make 


_ sense of his times. That they undoubtedly 


did; but, as we shall presently see, they 


' make much sense in our times too. 


These letters were written and 
dispatched every fortnight. They reflected 
on events of the moment, be they national 
or international; a food crisis, a communal 
riot, an atomic test, a United Nations - 
resolution. Politics and economics were 
the major themes, but Nehru also wrote 
on literature and culture. He never failed 
to note.the deaths of people he admired, 
be they an unsung patriot from Uttar 
Pradesh or great global writers such as 
George Bernard Shaw. 
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The first letter in the series is dated 
` October 15, 1947; the last, December 31, 
1963. For this column, however, | shall 
focus on the letters written in the first two 


_ - years of independence; and on two themes 
-. in particular, 


communalism and 
communism. These; were the twin threats 
nehru and his new nation had to meet and 
overcome. Angered by Partition, the Hindu 
right was calling for revenge and 
retribution, calls which fell on very many 


receptive ears.. Meanwhile, emboldened by . 


the imminent victory of Mao Zedong's 
forces in China, and egged on by their 
masters in Moscow, the Communist party 
of India had launched an armed 
insurrection against the Indian state. 


Of these two challenges, Nehru was 


prone to take the first more seriously. For, 


as he told his chief ministers in his very 
first letter, "We have a Muslim minority who 
are so large in numbers that'they cannot, 
' even if they want, go anywhere else. That 
is a basic fact about which there can be 
no argument. Whatever the provocation 
from Pakistan and whatever the indignities 
and horrors inflicted on non-Muslims there, 
we have got to deal with this minority in a 
civilized manner. We must give them 
security and the rights of citizens in a 
democratic State. If we fail to do so, we 
shall have a festering sore which will 


© eventually poison the whole body politic 


and probably destroy it.” 


Nehru observed that "Muslim 
communalism functions now as a State 
in Pakistan. Within India the communalism 


we have to deal with today is essentially _ 
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Hindu and Sikh communalism which has 


lately become more and more aggressive 


and intolerant." He insisted that those "who 
preach communal hatred are doing a very. 
grave disservice to the country... We 


- cannot and must not do what Pakistan 
_does in its territory" (that is, drive out the 
_° minorities). — : 


The Hindu communal organization 
that Nehru-was most concerned about 
was, of course, the . Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh. A letter of 
December 7 characterizes the RSS as "an 


organization which is in the nature of a 


private army and which is proceeding on 
the strictest Nazi lines". In Germany, the 


‘Nazi parade “attracted by its superficial 
‘ trappings and strict discipline considerable 


numbers of lower middie class young men 
and women who are normally not too 
intelligent and for whom life appeared to 
offer little... And so they drifted towards 
the Nazi party. because its policy and 
programme, such as they were, simple 


` negative and did not require an active life 


of the mind." The Nazis, wrote Nehru, had 
"brought Germany to ruin"; and he had "little 
doubt that if these tendencies are allowed 
to spread and increase in India, they would 
do enormous injury to India. No doubt India 
would survive. But she would be grievously 
wounded and would take a long. time.to 
recover’. | 


In the last week of January 1948, 
Gandhi was murdered by a former- 
member of the RSS. The Mahatma’'s 
martyrdom stalled the chauvinist upsurge; 
appalled by the deed, Hindus turned away 


from extremism towards moderation. A 
year later, on January 17, 1949, Nehru 
could write that "the RSS movement has 
practically faded away though some 
arrests continue. At no time did it arouse 
any public enthusiasm. It has represented 
extreme reaction and an immense 
limitation of vision. Its lack of success is a 
healthy sign for India. But we must not be 
over-confident and allow this evil to 
remain." 


The challenge from the left did 
remain. Many CPI leaders and cadre were 
in jail; but many others remained 
underground, carrying on their armed 
struggle against the Indian state. On April 


1, 1949, Nehru remarked that "the . 


Communists in India have, even from the 


Communist point of view, adopted a very ` 


wrong course. They have-gone in for 
terrorist activities and sabotage and raised 
a volume of feeling against them in India. 
It is manifest that they cannot succeed by 
these methods in making much difference 
to the Indian scene, though they can create 
trouble". The next fortnight, he noted once 
more "the highly injurious activities” of the 
CPI, which had “increasingly taken the 
shape of sabotage or even terrorism". 
Writing in February 1950, just after the 
country had marked its first Republic 
Day, Nehru commented that "the 
Communists... have become bitter 
enemies of society and order in India 
and have practically become 
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- terrorists". 


Nehru's characterizations of the late 
Forties hold good even today. His remarks 
about Hindu chauvinism apply, if not to the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, then certainly to 
sections of the RSS, the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad and the Bajrang Dal. His remarks 
about communist terrorism apply, if not to 
the CPI and the Communist Party of India 


(Marxist), then certainly to the various 
: Naxalite fragments and groupings. Now 


our ‘progressive’ intellectuals, while 
forthright in their condemnation of Hindu 
extremists, are prone to be sympathetic 
to the revolutionary left. Nehru himself saw 
the difference between the one and the 
other, yet recognized that both posed a 


' threat to the idea of a plural, just, and 


democratic society. As he wrote in his 
letter of June 4, 1949: "Communalism and 
the RSS movement... exhibit an amazing 
narrowness in outlook, even from the 
opportunistic point of view. Communism 
certainly attracts idealists as well as 
opportunists. But the way it functions is 
devoid completely of any moral standard 
or even any thought for India's good." 


| am told that the present prime 
minister has resumed the practice of 
writing fortnightly letters to chief ministers. 
These will naturally remain ‘official’, but the 


. government would do well to publish, for 


the general public, a selection from Nehru's 
letters, these so relevant in their own time 
and, regrettably, still relevant in ours. W 


The Telegraph 
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Islam no barrier to progress! 


_ There is an international well-knit programme to denigrate Islam and its 
ideology. These trends have come up after 9/11 episode in USA. » 


The fact is that Islam has been the most tolerant and egalitarian of all 

. religions. It is an open secret that the sixth century was the darkest phase in- 

the history of mankind. The moral fabric of society had been torn to shreds. 

People had sunk into complete moral depravity. It was Prophet Muhammad - 

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) who saved them from the 
abysmal of destruction and degradation. 


There is no denying the fact that the main purpose of Islam is nothing but to 
liberate the soul of the people from superstitions and banalities and 
emancipate them from the evils of slavery and degradation and lead them 
on the path of salvation, progress and prosperity. The Holy Qur'an says, 
"You are the best people evolved from mankind. You enjoin what is right and 

` forbid what is wrong and you believe in God." (Al-Qur'an 111,110) ` 


It will be in the fitness. of things that one knows Islam before levelling 
allegations against it. It is time to foster brotherhood and fraternity regardless 
of caste and creed and create an atmosphere of peace and amity throughout 
the world. i | 7 | 

a : | Obaidur Rahman Nadwi 
l i Lucknow 
H.T. 11-03-2006 
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| KILLING TO WIN 


Achin Vanaik* 


Ever since 9/11, there has been a 


sustained campaign in the West to | 


demonize Islam and Muslim, to make a 
special connection between them and 
terrorism. Look at the way Tony Blair 
responded to the horrific. London 
bombings in July. He first sought to deny 
any link between the bombings and his 
government's involvement in Irag. He then 


went on to talk of "good Muslims" and "bad ` 


Muslims", although neither he nor any other 
senior British political leader had ever 
talked of 'good Catholics’ and ‘bad 


Catholics’ throughout the period of IRA — 


bombings. 


We need to clear our minds about 
what political terrorism is, and what it is 


not. It is not a specific cultural 
phenomenon but a universal and political . 
one. It is not a special characteristic of - 
Islam or Muslims or of the Muslim world. 
The biggest danger is from the terrorism 
carried out directly by states, with the 
United States of America and Israel 
heading a list that also includes the likes 
of Russia, Pakistan, India, China and 


Britain. Terrorism is a means of political 


violence, and is capable of being exercised 
by a variety of agents for a variety of 
purposes. Terrorism is not an ideology but 
it always requires an ideological cover and 
justification. 


Demonizing Islam and Muslims 
serves the ideological-political needs of the 
US. Crucial to its empire-building project 


-is the control of the geopolitical ‘pivot of 
-Eurasia' — central and west Asia. Here, 


barring Israel, the countries are Muslim- 


- majority states. It is also an area where a 


great many of the reigning governments 
are despised for their authoritarian rule and 
their subservience to the US, which faces 
the greatest mass hostility in the region. 
The US, having successfully thwarted and 
eliminated secular oppositional currents in 
the past decades, now finds itself and its 
allied governments (Arab and central 
Asian) opposed by a range of Islamist 
movements and groups. 


Even among non-state actors, 
terrorism is not monopoly of Muslim 
insurgent groups, as even a casual survey 
of Hindu and Buddhist extremism in south 
and south-east Asia, or of Irish, Basque, 
Corsican extremism in Europe, and of 


“Professor of International relations and Global Politics, Delhi University 
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South American insurgencies would 


reveal. But for the US, these are either ` 


regions which: are less geo-politically 
important or areas ‘where its overall 


.”,. authority is more comfortably ensconced. 


‘Dealing with Muslim oppositional groups 
is a serious affair and that is why the 
selective highlighting of "Islamic terrorism" 


is so necessary. It provides a justification | 


for US political- military attention on the 
-~ 'hotbed' of global terrorism. 


For the US, demonizing Islam and 
Muslims is invaluable for mobilizing 


support within the country and within. 


western European nations where anti- 
Muslim sentiments are on the rise. The 
2004 presidential elections in the US saw 
the coming together-of the right wing 
Christian Evangelists with: the upper 
working class-lower middle class whites, 


facing socio-economic decline, in support © 


of the Republicans. Among the former, 


committed to alignment with Israel and — 
"cultural — 


concerned about the 
' degeneration" of the US, hostility towards 
Islam, Muslims and Arabs is easy to 
generate. Among the latter, who are 


‘already fearful of their decline into the.. 


‘under-class, anti-Arab/anti-Muslim 
emotions are being made increasingly 
acceptable by the mainstream media and 
public culture. One could even say that this 


_ demonization was invaluable in generating 


support from an increasingly saffronized 

Indian elite, a Russian government plagued 

by the Chechen issue and the Chinese 

government facing increasing unrest from 
its Muslim-dominated provinces. 
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The idea that the terrorism of non- 
state actors like al Qaida — despite the. 
undeniable moral obscenity of events like 
9/11, the Madrid bombings, the London 


. bombings — constitutes any kind of 


serious, let alone mortal, threat to Western. 


‘societies is an absurdity. These forces 


lack the capacity to carry out-actions that 
could result in a significant political 
transformation where they most want it — 
overthrowing key pro-US regimes in Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt for example. Their 
terrorism is an attempt to undermine public 
morale‘in the West and to cash in on the 
widespread public hostility to US foreign 
policy among the Muslim population in. 
countries suffering under. authoritarian pro- 
US client regimes. Given the impotence 
cf this ‘terrorism of the weak’ vis-a-vis the 


basic social, economic and political 


structures in the West, the gross. 
exaggeration of the actual threat presented 
by such terrorism is all the more 
indefensible and condemnable. 


‘Just how untenable the presumed 
link between Islam, Muslims and Arabs on 
the one hand, and terrorism on the other 
is, has been highlighted by Robert Page 
in his remarkable study on suicide 
terrorism in Dying to Win. He has compiled 


- the first-ever complete database of suicide 


attacks around the world from 1980 to 


~ early 2004. The Tamil Tigers in Sri Lanka 


are the world leaders in suicide terrorism. 
Suicide terrorism is mainly aimed at - 
foreign occupiers and is demand-driven, ` 


- thatis, not driven by the ‘Islamic supply’ of 
. religious fanatics. Of the 462 'successful' 
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suicide attacks since 1980, most were by 
‘first time’ volunteers. . | 

It is precisely this fact of sustained 
and brutal occupation, not the peculiarities 
of. Islamic theology, that provides a 
constant supply of people willing to. carry 
out suicide bomb attacks. Iraq brings this 
out clearly. Before the invasion and 
occupation by the US, Iraq had no suicide 
terrorist attack in its history. There were 
20 such attacks in Iraq in 2003, 48 in 2004, 
and over 50 in the first five months of 2005. 
Most of the suicide terrorists are Iraqi 
Sunnis and Saudis. 


The US has 150,000 troops inthe 


Saudi peninsula and another 130,000 in- 
Iraq, and it Supports Israel's military . 


- occupation and control of ‘Palestine. It is 
this US-Israeli presence that fuels suicide 
terrorism, not any presumed Islamic 
rejection of the West. Otherwise, Iran, with 


a population three times that of Iraq, would 
be the 'hotbed' of al Qaida-type terrorism. 
Although Sudan is ruled by a Muslim 


_ fundamentalist regime, it does not produce 
_ terrorists. In fact, two-thirds of all suicide. 


attacks are from countries where the US 
has stationed large contingents of combat 
troops. A large part of the remaining one- 
third is in Israel-Palestine. When occupier 
and occupied are of different religions, it 
is more likely that demonization of the 
occupied by the occupier will take place. 


However, Page also points out that 
once the occupation ends, the suicide 
terrorist attacks stop. In Lebanon, between 


- 1982-86, there were 41 suicide attacks. 


But after the US withdrawal of its troops in 
1986 there were none. Similarly, once 
Israel withdrew from southern Lebanon, 
Lebanese suicide attacks against Israeli 
troops or with in Israel, stopped. E 


O'ye who would be the Synosure of all eyes, 

i; . who proclaim to dominate any congregation; 

{| Inunison shall we usher in a fresh revolution 
for the entire humanity to gaze ina daze. 


Majaz 


-English rendering : Mashhoon Ahmad 
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| THE AFRIDI PATHANS 


Navras Jaat Aafreedi 


With home-bred hordes the hillsides teem, 
The troop-ships bring us one by one, 

At vast expense of time and steam, 

To slay Afridis where they run. 

-Rudyard Kipling, "Arithmetic on the 
Frontier" a 


Afridi is the most powerful of the sixty 
tribes Pathans/Pakhtuns/ Pashtuns/ 
Afghans are divided into. Pathans are 
- members of the warlike tribes inhabiting 
the western region of the North West 
Frontier Province of Pakistan and the 
eastern tribal region of Afghanistan. The 
total Pathan population is estimated to be 
between fifteen and seventeen million (1 
crore 50 lakhs to-1 crore 70 lakhs), of 
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whom about nine or ten million (90 lakhs 
or a crore) live in Pakistan, and the 
remainder in Afghanistan. 


As the eminent historian Professor 
Sarva Daman Singh (Institute of Asian 
Studies, Australia) writes in his book The 
Art of Pir Tareen: Evocation of Beauty in 
Life and Nature: "The rough and rugged 


. terrain of" the North West Frontier "breeds 


a hardy race of Pathans known for their 
tribal traditions, feuds and friendships. The 
rolling hills have witnessed over time an 
almost unceasing influx of invaders and’ 
immigrants into the Indian sub-continent. . 


` Unforgiving nature has combined with the | 


uncertainties of history to invest life with 
an insistent immediacy, that nurtures the 
contrary and yet somehow 
complementary, qualities of ferocity and 
tenderness. Winters are cold and long; the 
high mountains are forbiddingly barren; but 
merciful verdant valleys nestle in their. 
midst, making life. possible and human 
habitation viable." It is in this sparsely 
populated land that the conglomeration of 
Pathan tribes is found, which has the 
distinction of being world's biggest tribal 
society, which also includes many tribes 
of Turkish origin from Trans-Oxiana 
[occupied today by the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS), Central Asian 
states that seceded from the former Soviet 
Union), like the Ghilzai; and some other 
tribes that are believed to be of Israelite 
descent, viz, the Afridi, Yusufzai, Rabbani, 
Levani, Shinwari, Daftani, Jaji, Ashuri, 
Yunim, etc. | 


The Israelite past of Afridi Pathans 
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is mentioned ‘in a number of medieval i Tabagat-i-Nasiri of Minhaj. Siraj `. 


texts, viz.: < Jurjari. Written mainly. in AD 1259- -~ 


_ Hayat-i- Afghani of. 
Muhammad Hayat Khan >` >. 
.Khulasaat-ul-Ansab of Hafiz 
Rahmat Khan 


Majma- PANSAR of Hafiz Sa 


 Mustawfi - 


ee ' Mirat-ul-Afghani of Qutub Khan, | ; 


- Sarmast Khan Abdali, Hamza Khan, 
Umar Khan Kakarr and Zarif Khan. 
' The work was commissioned by 


Khwaja Nimatullah at the court of the: 
‘Mughalemperor Jahangir. The team. 


of these five historians mentioned 
- above, was sent to the Afghan 
territories to investigate the origin a 


_ -_ 60 by Minhaj, who had close contact. 
» with the Ghurids and held posts. of 


qazi, khatib. sadr-i i-jahħhan and 


`. Principal of the Nasiriya Madrassa;  - 
it is an encyclopaedic history from _ 
‘the patriarchs and prophets to-ihe 
time of Nasiruddin Mahmud. An 
. invaluable source of information for 
© the history of the early Turkish 
sultans and their maliks and amirs. .- 


Tadhkirat-al-Awliya - of | 
. Sulayman Maku (13th c.) 
Tadkhirat-al-Abrar of Akhund . 
Darwiza (AD 1611) . 0. 


Pathans. © The second president of Israel, 
Mirat-ul-Alam of. Bukhatawar - Itzhak Ben-Zvi (1952-63), an eminent 
Khan = __ historian and a lost tribes enthusiast, wrote 
`- Rauza-ul-bab Twarikh-ul-Akbar: Ea in his book The Exiled and the Redeemed 

` wal-Ansab of Abu Sulayman Daud (1957): | . 
_ (AD 1310) The most significant and mighty _ 


larikh-i-Guzeedah of Hamidullah 


_ Mustawfi. A general history compiled’ 


in AH 730/AD 1326 and dedicated 


‘to Khwaja Ghiyasuddin Muhammad, ° 

son and successor of Rashiduddin ~ 

| Fazlullah; deals with the Mongols of | 

`- ‘Persia and Trans-Oxiana. oe 
Tarikh-i-Khan-i-Jahani wa’ ` 


Makhzan-i-Afghani. of Khwaja 
_Nimatullah. Completed at Burhanpur 


~~ in AH 1021/AD. 1613. It gives’ an: . 
_ account of the Afghans, particularly. 


_ the Lodis. and the Surs. 


_Akbarnama of Abul Fazi (AD l 


1551- 1602) 
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of the Pathani tribes are the Afridis, . 
“roaming the northeastern border of 
` India,...their physiognomy shows 
typical Jewish facial traits. These _ 
tribesmen, who are skilled warriors `- 
_ and go armed to their teeth, live on 
_ agriculture and gracing. They are 
‘great champions of liberty and were - 


known, under British rule, for their 
love of freedom and independence. 
The British posted them as-sentries 


at the Khaibar Pass, though the | 
To tribesmen often rebelled and took up 
arms: in defence of their - 
| independence. Under the rule of- 


Akbar, the Mogul of Delhi, they 
. adopted the . non-conformist 
Roshani (Moslem) creed, -but are 
now acknowledged as full Sunnis. 
The Afghan chronicles of the 
sixteenth century, and several 
subsequent chronicles, record their 
tradition of descent from Israelitish 
stock; Emir Abdul Rahman, . 
grandfather of the former Afghan 
Shah Amanullah, stated expressly in 
his History of the Afghans that the 
Afghans were:of Jewish descent. 


Amishav (a Jerusalem based 
organisation, solely dedicated to the task 
of finding the ‘Lost tribes of Israel’) wants 
the Afridis to migrate to Israel. Another 
Israeli organization, Beit-Zur, too,- has 


welcomed them. Amishav has led many » 


research expeditions to Pathan territories 
in Afghanistan (1975), Kashmir, India 
(1980 and '82) and even Pakistan (1983), 


a country for which Israeli passport is 


invalid. 


` In November 2002, an international 
research team comprising Professor 
Tudor Parfait (Chairman of the Centre of 
Near & Middle East Studies and Diréctor 
of the Centre of Jewish Studies, SOAS, 
. London University), Dr. Yulia Egorova (a 
linguist and historian from Russia) and the 
present author (Lucknow University) went 
on an expedition to Malihabad in Lucknow 


district, U.P., one of the two main Afridi ` 


settiements in India (the other one is 


Qa'imganj in Farrukhabad district, U.P.), 


and collected DNA samples of fifty 
paternally unrelated Afridi males to confirm 
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their supposed Israelite descent with the 
help of genetic research. Now, modern 
science is providing tantalizing clues to 
their ancient origin shrouded in mystery. 


The Pathan settlement in Malihabad 
dates back to AD 1202, when the village 
of Bakhtiarnagar was founded by the 
invading Muhammad Bakhtiar Khalji. But 
most of the Pathan population came in 
about the middle of the seventeenth 
century, and each migrant clan secured 
possession of ten to twelve villages around 
Malihabad. The latest and greatest wave — 


_of migrant Pathans, comprising mainly 


Afridis, arrived in Malihabad a century later, 
during Ahmad Shah Abdali's five invasions 
between the years 1748 and 1761. 


. Qa'imganj in Farrukhabad district, — 
U.P. was founded in AD 1713 by 
Muhammad Khan Bangash, and named 
after his son, Qa'im Khan. It was peopled 
mainly by the Afridis, many of whose 
families were invited from the frontier to 
come and settle there. 


Malihabad and Qa'imganj are just 


two of the many settlements of the Pathan 


diaspora in India and abroad. The other 
important ones in Uttar Pradesh are 
Rampur, Shahjahanpur, Muradabab, 
Budayun, and Shahabad in Hardoi district. 
There are also a few Pathan settlements 
in Hyderabad in Andhra Pradesh, Bihar 
and Bengal. Outside India their settlements 
are found in Bangladesh and even in far- 
off Guyana and Suriname in South 
America, where descendants of Pathan 
indentured labourers and political exiles 
live. | : 
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‘The Afridis mainly inhabit the hill © 
country from the eastern spurs of the Safe .. 
Koh to the borders of the Peshawar district - . 
in Pakistan. They occupy about one. ~ 


thousand square miles of hill country south 
and west of Peshawar. Their geographical 


location makes them guardians of two ` 
_ important passes, the Khyber and the’ 


Kohat or Darra Adam-Khel (‘the Pass of 


the Adam-Khel), which have also been | 


sources of revenue for them. The Adam- 
Khel is one of the broad divisions of the 


Afridis. The suffix khel means ‘group of or |. 


clan, so the Kohat Pass and the town 


- adjacent to it is named after and belongs.. 


to the. Adam group of the Afridi tribe of 
Pathans. Thé Kohat Pass or Darra Adam- 
‘Khel marks the southern extreme of the 
Afridi territory, and connects the frontier 


capital Peshawar with the important. 
cantonment town of Kohat. To the south - 
of the Khyber Pass lies a series of small - 


valleys, the Tirah, thé traditional heart of 
the Afridi homeland, which covers a rugged 
area of six hundred to seven hundred 


square miles (1550-1800 sq. kms.) In 1962 _ 


the Afridi.population at the Frontier was 
estimated to be around 2,75,000. _ 

The Afridi tribe is divided into three 
great divisions, distinct from one another. 
These are: 


the Khyber Afridis 

the Adam-Khel or Kohat Pass 
Afridis, and 

the Aka-Khel Afridis 


The Khyber Afridis are further divided 
into six clans, which jor the sake of 


-= convenience, can be tabulated under their 


respective political factions a Samil and 
eae e #2 d 


. Samil E . Gar 


= Malikdin-Khel © Kambar- 

Khel =. e l 
Zakka-Khel Kuki-Khel ° 
Sipaha . Kamrai 


The Adami-khet is the largest and 
most powerful Afridi group, a into the 
following sections: 


4. Gali 
2>. Jawaki , 
3.  Hasn-Khel 
'4. .Asha-Khel - 
= The Aka- Khel division has five clans, 
viz.: 
ae P Busee-Khel 
2. Sungul-Khel 
3. Asher-Khel 
4.  Sultan-Khel, and 
5. . Mudar-Khel 


To their east, the Afridis are bounded 
py the Khattaks of Akora and the Mohmand 
and Khalili divisions of the Peshawar 


. district. In the north they are flanked by 


Mohmand and in the west by Chamkaris 


and Shinwaris. On their south is the 


Orakzai Agency. 


The Afridi territory is: part of the 
Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA) of Pakistan, which lie on the 2400 
kilometres long Afghan-Pak ‘border, also 
known as the Durrand Line after the British 


` official who oversaw its demarcation in 


1893, which divided the Pathan tribal 
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region between Afghanistan and the British 
India, and brought the Afridis of the Khyber 
region under British control. There are 
seven tribal areas, six of which border 
Afghanistan, viz., South Waziristan, North 
Waziristan, Kurram, Orakzai, .Khyber, 
Mohmand and Bajaur. These tribal areas 
lie within the following six districts: 
Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, Lakki, Tank and 
Dera Ismail Khan. These districts 
constitute an area of 27,220 square 
kilometres., which is 2.6 per cent of the 
total area of Pakistan. According to. the 


1998 census, the population of Federally — 


Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) is 5.7 
million (50 lakh 70 thousand). 


Those who know about the warlike 
nature of Afridi Pathans do not find it 
surprising that the invaders who used the 
Khyber and Kohar Passes once, rarely did 
so again. The Afridis never spared any one 
who used these passes as thoroughfares, 


and extracted tolls from each one of them. - 


Chengiz Khan, Babar, Nadir. Shah, the 
Barakzais, the Sikhs, and lastly the British 
— all paid tribute to the Afridis for permission 
to enter their passes, or for their aid, or for 


their passiveness, in times of war. The’ 
Afridis collected one hundred and twenty- 


five thousand rupees annually from the 


Mughals, in addition to individual levies on - 


each traveller. From the Amir of 
Afghanistan they extracted twenty-five 
thousand nine hundred rupees per year. 


The British offered the Afridis 
allowances for protecting, that is, not 
attacking, traffic through the strategic 
Kohat and Khyber Passes. They promised 


the Adam-Khel Afridis who lived on the 


Kohat Pass an, annual allowance of five 
thousand and seven hundred rupees. The 
responsibility for the safety of the Kohat 
Pass road was divided among the various 
clans: “— He 3 
The Bosti Khels, who lived at 
the western head of the valley, had: 
- an equal share with the Sherakkis. 
The Bosti-Khels received a total 


subsidy of Rs. 1,215 in 1901. 


The Sherakkirs received-an 
annual subsidy of Rs. 1,215, which 
they divided between the Mubarak- 
Khel and Bash-Khel sul-divisions. 


. The Tor-Saparis enjoyed a 
subsidy. of Rs. 1,200 per annum. 
They paid a quarter of the amount 
to Kooimals and the rest they divided 
equaliy between the Nekzan-Khel - 
and Feroz-Khel sub-sections. 


The Zarghun-Khels charged an ~ 


= annual toll of R. 950, which they . 


divided among their five sections, 
viz, Muhammad-Khel, Miri-Khel, 
Mullah-Khel & Qasim-Khel, Sami- 
Khel, Talim-Khel and Shapalkaiwals. 


The Akhorwals -received an 
annual allowance of Rs. 2,250. 


The Afridis have a long history of 


. fierce clashes with powers much mightier 


than them. They fought with the Mughal 
troops frequently in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. Influenced by the 
anti-feudal Roshanite movement, the 
Afridis attacked the Mughal troops and 
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caravans passing through the Khyber 
Pass. Akbar retaliated in 1587 by launching 
military strikes, but finally had to give in to 


the Afridi demands. The Afridis agreed to | 
keep the Khyber Pass open in return for . 
allowances. However, the clashes 


between the Afridis and the Mughals 
continued. The offensive policy followed by 
the Mughals was only met with further 
resistance from the fearless Afridis, which 


eventually led to a great Afridi uprising. - 


Despite efforts of all kinds, including the 
_ deportation of many Afridis to India by 
~ Jahangir, for more than half a century the 
Mughals failed to suppress the Afridis. In 
1672, during the reign of Aurangzeb, the 
Afridis rose under their tribal chief Akmal 
Khan and slaughtered ten thousand 
Mughals in the battle field, and looted 
twenty million (two crore) rupees in cash 
and kind. Twenty thousand men and 
=- women were captured and sent to Central 


Asia for sale. Even the family of the Mughal ` 


governor of Afghanistan, Muhammad Amin 
Khan, was captured and had to be 


remanded ata very high price. This victory 


fired the imagination,of other Pathan tribes, 
too, who now began to flock under the Afridi 


banner. The poet-chieftain of the Khattak - 


tribe, Khush'haal Khan, also joined the 
Afridi rebels. According to the great 
historian Sir Jadunath Sarkar, “The danger 
to the empire was very great: the rising 
was a national one, affecting the whole 
Pathan land.from Kandahar to Attock." 
Mahabat Khan, who was considered more 
experienced, was sent to take Muhammad 


Khan's: place, In 1673. Shuja'at Khan and 


— 
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Raja Jaswant Singh were also sent with - 

reinforcements, but they faced acrushing | 
defeat with a reported loss of forty © 
thousand men. The great uprising could 


_ be quelled after much fighting intermixed _ 


with reverses and victories only when 
Aurangzeb himself proceeded to Hasan . 
Abdal, between Rawalpindi and Peshawar, 
in June 1674, and for a year and half © 
personally directed the operations. 


=- According to the learned historian S R 


Sharma, "The result was as much due to 
diplomacy and intrigue, as to force and 
military tactics." 


In the seventeenth eerie a mall 
feudal principality was founded by the 
Afridis. But the Afridi principality, one of the 
few Pathan feudal principalities, occupied 
a very small area and did not become the - 
nucleus of a state that could incorporate 
all Pathan territories. The state of Durrani 


(1747- 1819) was the first to unite all lands 


populated by. Pathans- into one 
independent state. The Afridi tribe was 
nominally subject to this kingdom and 
nineteen thousand of its men served in the 


Durrani army. 


Anglo-Afridi clashes ee during | 
the First Afghan War (1839-42), notably 
when General George Pullock fought 
against them during his march to Kabul: 
After annexing Punjab, which also included 
the Pathan territories then, the British had 
to mount various expeditions to keep the 


‘Khyber and Kohat passes open, including 


allowances, punitive expeditions such as. 


those of 1878 and 1879 against the Adam- 


Khel and Khyber Afridis, and the use of- 





tribal militia, the Khyber Rifles. 


Originally known as Khyber 
Jezailchis, Khyber Rifles were raised in 


November 1878 by captain Gais Ford. One. 


of the oldest historical units of the militia 
of Frontier Corps, North West Frontier 
Province, it was a sort of semi Khassadars 
Force carrying their own rifles (jezails). It 
was raised to prevent the Pathans from 


molesting the line of control of the Second 


Afghan War expeditionary force (1878). Till 
1886 the Khyber Jezailchis’ area of 
operation was confined to Khyber Agency. 
In 1887 they were redesigned as .the 
Khyber Rifles, and now they could serve 
anywhere in the world. This major change 


enabled the Afridi soldiers of the Khyber’ 
Rifles to distinguish themselves.in various . 


expeditions and operations in which the 
troops took part. In 1921 the Khyber Rifles 
were disbanded, but in the chaos of the 
Second World War, the British 
government realized that they could not 
win the war without enlisting the support 
of Afridis, whose martial temperament 
was well known. Thus an Afridi battalion 
was raised in 1942. This battalion served 
in iraq, Iran and Syria upto 1946. Impressed 
by the gallant performance of the battalion, 
the British decided to re-raise the Khyber 
Rifles. | 


The high degree of respect that the 
Afridis inspired even among their 
adversaries by their sheer bravery and 
courage is testified by what Sir Robert 
Warborton, the famous British officer 
posted in-the Afridi territory for eighteen 
years, said about them: 
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= The Afridi lad from his earliest ` 


childhood is taught by the 
circumstances of his existence and 
life to distrust all mankind, and very 
often his near relations; heirs to his 
small plot of land by right of 
inheritance, are his deadliest 
enemies. Distrust of all mankind and 
readiness to strike the first blow for 
the safety of his own life have 
therefore become maxims of the 
Afridi. If you can overcome this 
mistrust, and be kind in words to him, - 
he will repay you, by great devotion, 
and he will put up with any 
punishment you like to give him 
except abuse. It took me years to get 
through this thick crust of mistrust, 
but what was the after result? For 
upwards of fifteen years | went about 
unarmed among these people. My 
camp, wherever it happened to be 
pitched, was always guarded and 


` - protected by them. The deadliest 


enemies of the Khyber range, with 
a long record of blood feuds, 
dropped those feuds for the time 


- being, when in my camp. Property 


was always safe, and the only record 
of anything ever being removed was — 
the gear belonging to a trooper of the 
Khyber Rifles taken away from the 
serai (harems] at Landi Kotal... Time 
after time have the Afridi elders and 
jirgas supported me even against 


their own maliks. Lastly when at 


Bagh in the Maidan of Tirah during 
November-December 1897, with 


‘war and burning houses and 
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desolation surrounding them, when 
| told the old men of the Afridis in reply 
_ to their cry that it was out of my 
power to help. them then, the jigra — 
with tears in their eyes replied, ‘Never 
mind, Sahib, whatever happens we 
are earnestly praying that you may 
not be injured in this campaign.’ 
These old men were witnessing the 
destruction of everything that was 
' dear and sweet to them in life — the 
burning:of their homes, built up with 
enormous labour, and after several 
years of work, for in Tirah forts are 
not built by contract. And yet in that 
supreme hour of their distress they 
had a thought for the safety of the 
kafir who had done nothing for them, 
except to try to be their friend. — 


Afridis travel free even today as part 
of the contract agreed upon when they 
allowed the British to build railways in their 


territory. The British built the Khyber 


railway line in 1920 at the then enormous 
cost of two million rupees. The Khyber 
Railway threads its way through thirty-four 


tunnels crossing ninety-two bridges and. 


culverts and climbing one thousand and 
two hundred metres. 


The toughest resistance the British 
colonisers faced in their conquest of the 
Indian sub-continent was from the Afridi 
Pathans. Subsequently, the British 


depicted their most formidable foes in 


rather uncharitable terms as evident from 
the British Indian Government's official 
report on the Afridi tribe: 
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Of the moral attributes of the 
Afridis, it is quite impossible to say 
anything in praise... Ruthless, 
cowardly robbery and cold-blooded, ` 
treacherous murder are to an Afridi 
the salt of life. Brought up from his 
earliest childhood. amidst scenes of 
appalling treachery and merciless _ 
revenge, nothing can ever change . , 
him: as he has lived — a shameless | 
cruel savage — so he dies. And it. 

` would seem that, notwithstanding 
their long intercourse with the 
British, and that very large numbers 
of them are, or have been, in our 
service, and must have learned in 
some poor way what faith and mercy, 
. and justice are, yet the Afridi's 
character today is no better that it 
was in the days of his fathers. 


Taking note of the Zakka-Khel, whom 
the British considered the most notorious 
of the Afridi Khe/ [clans], Rudyard Kipling 
wrote in his 'Lament of the Border Cattle 
Thief : . 


They have taken away my long jezail, 


- My shield and sabre fine, 


And heaved me into the Central Jail 
For lifting of the kine.. 


But for the sorrow and the same, 
The brand on me and mine, 


l'il pay you back in leaping flame 
And loss of the butchered kine. 


For every cow | spared before 

In charity set free, 

If | may reach my hold once more 
l'll reive an honest three.. | 


‘Tis war, red war, | i give you then, 
War til my sinews fail; 


- For the wrong you have done to a chief of 


men, 
And a thief of the Zukka Kheyl. 


There is a nugget about Afridi 
Pathans. which finds mention in British 
official report of the 1850s. One day long 
ago, as the story goes, a very holy man 
visited the tribesmen. He preached the 
Afridis of their sins and upbraided them, 


and reviled them with the fact that in all- 


. their country they did not have a single 
tomb of a saint at which they could make 
their devotions. Impressed by the 
argument, the Afridis killed the holy-man, 
and ever since his tomb has been a holy 
shrine. _ 


The Afridi reputation for impiety goes 
far back as attested by the seventeenth 
century Pathan’ warrior-poet Khush-haal 
Khan Khattak’'s verses, one of which 
begins: 


My carnal heart is an Afridi. who cares 
nothing for religion; 

Its good thoughts are few, and it is very 
much given to wickedness. 


The opening lines of another poem are: 


The call of the muezzin is not to be heard 
anywhere in the Afridi land, 


Unless you listen to the crowing of the | 


cock at the dawn of the day. 


It seems that the Afridi Pathans have a 
-particular talent with mechanical 
contraptions, and many of them have 
prospered by operating the score of bus 
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lines which haul phenomenal loads of 
freight and passengers through the 
passes. Others work as drivers and 
mechanics all over Pakistan, "playing — 
much the same role as the Sikhs do in 


India," as observed by James W Spain. 


-In the Afridi heartland, the household 


` stove can get cold but the barrel of the gun 


cannot. .Weaponry is considered the 
jewellery of men. An Afridi in the Khyber 
cannot step out of his home without 
carrying a gun. Afridis also, have the 
distinction of being the world’s largest 
producers of illegally manufactured arms. 
The -Afridi territory is dotted with gun 
factories. Practically all of the gun making 
equipment is hand-operated and rifling a 


barrel consumes several days. With 


almost no modern ‘machinery the Afridi 
gunsmiths of Darra Adam-Khel make . 
accurate copies of the most sophisticated 
weapons in the world, like AK-47, 
howitzers, big-bore anti-craft guns, etc. 
Nowhere in the world has a similar feat 
been achieved by uneducated amateurs 
with no experience of mass Pror ECIN 
methods. 


Cannabis satvia L. has been 
cultivated in the semi-autonomous Afridi 
region of Tirah for hundreds of years. 
Charas (hashish) is produced'in large 
quantities from Cannabis by traditional: 
means. The resinous tract around the 
seed gives the most potent and best quality 
drug. Most of the ‘black gold’ (charas) 
grown here makes its way out of the 
country and sells in varied forms, including 
heroin, one of the main derivatives of opium 
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gum. It earns the. -Afridi Gn huge- i 


profits, making them filthy rich.. 


Afridi Pathans are particularly known 
for their hospitality. "His manliness is at 
once apparent; and his -proverbial 
hospitality, _ courtesy, - Courage, 
cheerfulness and loyalty make him an 
excellent companion, and a valuable 


soldier and entitle him to respect and. 


admiration," wrote H.W.Bellew. Afridis 
consider maelmastya 


: (Pathan code of honour), as one of the 


onest virtues. ae regard a or 
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‘(generous ` 
hospitality), one of the three main canons — 
of Pashtunwali/Pakhtunwali/ Pathanwali- 


hospitality as a sacred duty", said L. Whit. 
King. Sir Olaf Caroe wrote, "The giving of - 
hospitality to the guestis a national pride `. 


-and-honour, so much so that the reproach 


to an inhospitable man is that he is devoid 


of Pakhto, a creature of conternpt. Itisthe . 
-greatest affront to an Afridi" if his guest . 


leaves him without ‘accepting his — 
hospitality, “his indignation willbe directed ` 


_ not against the guest who quits him but 


to the person wag prenar upon ly to 
leave." | 


- Hated as well as admired, a tribe of 
warrior-poets and-poet-warriors, the Afridi - 


‘is, without doubt, remarkable. E 
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ai "The peer for bringing to the present position in 
our struggle for independence goes entirely to - 
<- Maulana Azad. We asked the British to quit India in 
|. 1942. ‘They have now told us that they are ready to © 
quit: We are now discussing the ways and means - . 
-oftheir quitting and how to make that quitting smooth ` 
and easy. Maulana Azad deserves all Praiss for 
this great en m 


| Sardar Patel (1 945) 
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WHITE BRAHMINS* 


- William Grimes 


In the palmy days when the sun 
“never set on the British Empire, India was, 
in Disreali's famous phrase, the jewel in 
the crown. Its vast territory, encompassing 
modern India, Pakistan, Myanmar and 
Bangladesh, was home to more than 300 
million people, speaking hundreds of 
languages and dialects, divided by caste 
and religion and separated into a profusion 
of princely states. What they all had in 
common, in the Victorian era, was Britain, 
their imperial ruler. And Britain, in practice, 
meant the Indian Civil Service, the 800 or 
. $0 government employees who kept the 
jewel polished. 


In The Ruling Caste, David Gilmour 
takes a close look-at this band of 
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emissaries and the administrative 
machinery that made it possible for so few 
to rule so many. 


It is, in a way, a spin-off, or a series 


of out takes, from Curzon, his biography 


of India’s most famous viceroy. It is also 
his opportunity to challenge the picture of 
the British administrators in India as the . 
boorish, gin-swilling cluomen described by 
E.M. Forster in A Passage to India. 


Mr. Gilmour concedes that the British 
ruled by force, not consent. At the same 
time, the civilians, as members of the 


Indian Civil Service were known, took a 


high-minded view of their mission. The duty 
of the British was, they believed, to rule 
firmly but fairly, to improve living conditions 
wherever they were posted and to maintain. 
high standards of integrity. 


itis a measure of their success that 
both India and Pakistan adopted the British 
model for their own civil services after 
independence. The fact of British rule was 
an abomintaion, in other words, but,the 
organisational structure was beyond 
criticism. 


Service in A despite hardships, 
offered young men the prospect of 
adventure, a generous salary and pension- 
and the chance, while still in their 20's, to 
govern large chunks of territory and 
change the lives of untold thousand of 
Indians. Indian service was part job, part 
calling, and it seemed to act as a magnet 


_ for certain families. Some sent their sons i 


in generational waves. 
Until the mid-19th century, civil | 


"Review of "The Ruling Caste" by Edward Gilmour, Farrar, Straus & Giroux pp 381 $27. 
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servants were trained, if that's the word, 
- at Haileybury. College, which was created 
in the early 1800's to ensure that recruits, 
selected by the directors of the East India 


Company, knew at least something about _ 


the country they.were preparing to rule. A 
nepotists old-boy’s network quickly 
developed. Some graduates were 


_ outstanding, but others resembled the 


_ indolent, oe Jos peer) in Vanity 
Fair. 


In 1853, open examinations 
_ produced a new breed, the "competition 


wallahs". Mostly. middle class, and often - 
the sons of clergymen, they resembled the _ 


Peace Corps volunteers of the 1960's, 
afire with sense of imperial mission, further 
heated, toward the end of the century, by 
the works of Rudyard Kipling. "The liked 
the thought of riding around the countryside 
dispensing justice under a banyan tree, å 
Mr. Gilmour writes. 


But where? The top-scoring 
candidates opted for Bengal, the Punjab 
or the Northwestern Provinces, the fast 
track for ambitious civil servants. Low 
scorers wound up in.backwaters like 
Madras or Bombay. 


a Wherever the competition wailahs 
went, they encountered the contempt of 
the old Hailebury crowd. Even one of their 


own; Lepel Griffin; complained, "They. 
neither ride, nor shoot, nor dance nor:play - 


cricket, and prefer the companionship of 
their books to the attraction of maan 
society." 


Freshmen civilians, known as ` 
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griffins, usually aspired to be one of the 
240 district officers, the princelings of the 
Indian Civil Service. Justice under the 
banyan tree was just part of the PE 


description. 


In his districts, with an average area 
of 4,430 square miles and a population of 


‘perhaps a million, a district officer 


combined the functions of judge, tax 


~ assessor, census taker, police chief, game 


warden, public-works czar, diplomat and 
social director. He was expected to be 
incorruptible, impartial and incapable of 
accepting an "illegal gratification". 


The challenges facing the district . 


__ Officers provide some of Mr. Glimour's most ` - 


entertaining pages. The government took 
a tolerant view of local customs. One raja, 
for example, was allowed to take a new 
wife each year at an annual festival, but 
another, who wanted to carry on the family _ 
tradition of human sacrifice for his 
coronation, required discreet intervention. 
The district officer persuaded him to 
pretend to kill the victim, who then 
pretended to die. 


The niceties of. socia! noel in 
Victorian India. could be alarmingly 
complex, for both ruler and ruled. Indian 
maharajas jealously guarded their 
privileges. One of the most effective 
methods of bringing a troublesome ally 
into line was to reduce the number of guns 
firing a salute. 


The British, for their part, lived 


according to The Warant of Precedence, 
a government publica‘ion that assigned — 
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: rank with extraordinary précision. A “civilian a2 
in india for 18 years had equal status with- 

‘a lieutenant colonel, for: ‘example, -but. 

was 18 places ‘above a major or civilian 
who had been inthe a a only 12 


_ years; 


| writer, but about half of The Ruling Caste 


delves into matters of interest only toa 


specialist, like the difference between 


privilege leave, special leave, leave on . 


medical certificate and furlough.. Entire 


` chapters, for the general reader, descend - 


into a bureaucratic morass’ enlivened 
-here and there by bright anecdote. . 


- 


>- Mr. Gilmouri isa ‘stylish and A 


The: intricate ‘machinery. of 
government has its: fascination, but the. 


pace picks up when Mr. Gilmour turns to 
the Kiplingesque tales of shrewd civilians 


waging: diplomatic war with profligate, 


sometimes: insane, Indian potentates or 


roaming the wild frontier in me name of 


_ British civilisation. | 


Some left behind Saale Pr 


| railroads. Others wrote treatises on Indian 
poetry or religion. Mr. Gilmourdoés make. 
‘the -case that the civilians, however . 
_tarnished their cause in modern eyes, 


deserve better than they getinA Passage 


= to India; al 


Py Arrangement with the New York Times 


The only sure weapon against bad ideas is better ideas. 


a e W. Griswold . ` 
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 Change.in in ‘Address 


The offi ce > of Maulana Azad Memorial Academy has wr shifted from. a 


' Vikasnagar, Lucknow to Vigyanpuri; Mahanagar, Lucknow. All i 


_ correspondence pertaining to the Academy may be addressed to 
© >. Maulana Azad Memorial Academy S 
—C-20, Vigyanpuri, (Ground floor), | 
_Mahanagar, Lucknow = 226006 


A.Q. Hashmi n 
Gen. Secretary. . 
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SPEECH THAT LIFTED- 


THE LID 





Arvin Ghosh* . 


February 25, 2006 was the 50th 
anniversary of the secret speech Nikita 


Khrushchev, the then first secretary ofthe ` 


Communist Party of the Soviat Union 


(CPSU), delivered on 25 February 1956: It - 


was truly an earthshaking event that 
reverberated throughout the Communist 


= world for a long time. In that speech ` 
Khrushchev exposed for the first time, the . 
horrendous crimes Joseph Stalin as the . 


dictator of the Soviet Union committed 


during his almost three decade rule in that . 
_ country. True, there were lots ofwritingon ` 


Soviet concentration camps and Stalin's 
crue'ties, but they were written mainly by 


~ his enemies and oppnents living abroad. 


This was the first time that the head of the 
Soviet Communist Party ieee 
them to be mostly true. - 


In his report Khrushchev started to 
narrate one after another of Stalin's 
crimes against the members of the 
Communist Party and the Soviet people 
in general. He began his speech by saying 
that both Marx and Engels were humble 


_ people and never supported the “cult of 


personality". So was Lenin who said that 


it was the working people who make 
_ history, not one single person. In Lenin's 


time the Central Committee ‘of the. 
Communist Party provided the true — 
leadership. But Stalin not only created the 
cult of personality around him, he was also 
very rude and ill-mannered toward his 
colleagues. Lenin realised that when he 
was alive and warned the party leaders of 
Stalins' serious character flaws in his Last 
Testament. The party thought that Stalin 


| „would pay heed to that warning and 


reappointed him as the general secretary 


- of the Soviet Communist Party. But Stalin 


simply ignored it and. behaved like a 
dictator in later life. 
This was more true when he initiated 


the "reign of térror" in the Soviet Union 
during 1935-38, after the death of Sergei 


. Kirov. He began to physically exterminate . 


all the followers of Trotsky, Zinoviev and 
Bkharin. Under the novel concept of the 
“enemy of the people" he sent millions of 
innocent people to the concentration 
camps. Most of the so-called "guilty" 


“Professor of Economics and Finance at William Paterson University, 


New Jersey, USA, and also a Bengali writer. 


Azad Academy Journal, April 1 - 30, 2006 


[28] . 


_ confessions were obtained by.sheer ` 
torture and by subjecting them to inhuman : 

_ conditions. With that label Stalin also killed - - 
or banished hundreds..of thousands of | 


° Communist Party members to Siberia. 


: - According to Stalin, as society ` 
progresses, the class struggle will. 
intensify. Although he attributed it to Lenin, 
Stalin: simply made it: up to ‘support. his 


repressive measures. Of the 139 Central 


Committee members that were elected in 
the 17th Communist Party Congress in 
. 1934, 98 or. 70 per.cent of them were later — 


shot. Not only that, out of 1966 party 


delegates at that Congress, 1108 persons - 
were arrested. Almost all of them either | 


- died in the Lubyanka prison or perished in 


‘the Siberian concentration camps. In 1937- 


initial waves of the Nazi i invasion: + But when a 


.. the’ Red Army started to counterattack and 
«win in the battle. fields, it was. Stalin's ` 


"genius" as the "Supreme Leader" that . 


-- made those victories possible. That was - 


= simply not true. On the contrary, Stalin’ — 
led the war efforts using a simple globe, 
not even with a detailed map of the war 


fronts. ae, os she, 3 
Stalin became more paranoid, | 


‘Capricious and cruel near the end of his .- 


life. He started to see "enemy" everywhere. 
and as a result some reputable Kremlin | 
dectors were arrested in the so-called 


= “Doctors' Plot". He even branded Marshal 
-Tito of Yogoslavia as an enemy of the = 


.. Soviet Union". "I will lift my little fingerand. 
-` there will be no Tito," he boasted. But. 


- 38, the then Soviet NKVD chief, Nikolai — 


Yezhov, made lists of thousands of © 


prominent people based on those 


"confessions" and sent them to Stalin for. 


approval. Stalin approved.383-such lists 


_’ inthat year alone. Stalin's instruction to the 
NKVD officials was: "beat, beat, and once 


e i , 
again, beat!” — n 


One of the ill effects of this cult of 
personality manifested itself when Hitler 
_ ‘attacked the Soviet Union in June 1941. 
~: Despite repeated warnings by the British 


‘Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, and the 
British ambassador, Stafford Cripps, and 
by his own informants in Berlin that the . 


German Army would attack the Soviet 
clung to the belief that they were false 
rumours and did not.prepare the Army for 
resistance. As a result. millions of Soviet 
‘soldiers died or surrendered during the 
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ofcourse Tito survived because the people 
of Yugoslavia remembered his wartime 


sacrifices and supported his effort to build - 


socialism in that country. Such. were - 


Stalin's crimes. But the "cult of personality" 


would be eradicated and the leadership of 


the. party would be established again, thus ` 
ended Khrushchev his speech, praising 
the leadership of the Communist Teamy 


after Stalin's death. | : 
Khrushchev's ea agana i 


- Stalin was. that he killed or exiled to the 


- concentration camps hundreds: of 
- . thousands of innocent Communist Party : 


of Comsomol members, not millions of `. 
innocent common people. But he realised ` 


-that by this secret speech he undermined’ 


the Soviet Communist Part itself. Later he < 
tried to deny his accusation against, "am: 


‘p9]. : 
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a Stalinist.” But the genie was out of the . 


bottle and there was turning back. 


Following his: exposition of Stalin's heinous 
crimes, the Communist parties of the East -- 


European.countries also came under 
attack. Within four month of Khrushchev's 
speech, the Polish workers in Poznan 
were up in revolt that was crushed by 
-< Soviet tanks. The same thing happened 
in Hungary in November 1956. And the 

_ inmates in quite a few camps were also in 

- revolt after the death of Stalin. As a result, 
' Khrushchev's leadership became 


weakened, and.he was overthrown by the | 


secret plot orchestrated by Leonid 
Brezhnev and Mikhail Suslov on 14 
. October 1964. 


There is no y doubt that Khrushchev | 
dealt a death blow to the world Communist 


movement by revealing Stalin's litany of 


crimes. The most serious wound he > 


~ 


| inflicted was the legitimacy of the 
‘Communist regime which professes to 


rule for the welfare of the proletariat, butin - 
fact; millions of them worked as slaves in 
the gulags for starvation diet until, literally, 


_ they dropped dead-on the ground they 
~. were walking. 
_ Solzhenitsyn's One Day-in the Life of Ivan 


When Alexander 


Denisovich was published in Novi Mir 


- magazine with Khrushchev's permission, 

_ the Soviet people for the first time found 
the hellish life those innocent zeks (that 
is, : prisoners) ‘had to live: in the; 
E concentration camps. And when Soviet .. 


economic growth stagnated during the . 
Brezhnew era,. the standard of living fell - 


| substantially. More news about Stalin's 


repressions were leaked under. 


Gorbachev's -glasnost, and. the Soviet 
= people were up in revolt.in 1991 and the 


whole Communist. regime fell- to the 
ground like a sand castle at high tide.™ 


Mauana Azad often recited the following couplets from an Arab poet: 


We are of those for whom there is no middle station i in life, 


. We occupy i or orwe seek the depths of the grave: 
"Abul Ala Maari - 
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~The heart jae] joy fon wine: the: palm that. holds the cup is blessed. 
For all its lines became the vital veins which life renew. 


| hold my trust in God alone; all trappings | have left. 
_ When ntualt is. cast off the single faith i is seen as true. 


Men have their share of: problems; they become a way of life. 
For me so used to suffering no suffering is new.. 


if Ghalib goes on weeping, then oh people of this world! 
- These settlements wil crumble, their existence pass frorn view, 


Ghalib. 





~ 
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HANDCUFFED TO THE 
MEMORY OF HITLER 


Michael Burleigh* 





Most authors are encouraged to go to any 
‘lengths nowadays to plug their wares, but 
the sight of the historian David Irving 
dextrously displaying his Hitler's War while 
in handcuffs as he entered the Vienna 
court takes things to new levels. 


In the course of 30 years Mr. Irving 
has gone from being a respected, if 
sensationalist, military historian of the 
Second World War to being the sinister 
“Pope of Holocaust-denialism", as one 
camp survivor put it. He is now serving 
three years in an Austrian prison. 


Irving is not without responsibility for 


his own fate, however much his website - 
‘Author of The Third Reich: A New History (Pan Macmillan) 
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-> claims that conspiratorial "enemies of free 
_ Speech" (most of them Jews) have done 
. for-him..He brought the 2000 libel action 


against Penguin that resulted in his 
financial ruin, and he decided to speak in 


- Austria despite an outstanding arrest 
warrant, overconfident that Austria's 


leisurely way with prosecuting Nazi war 


“ criminals would somehow exonerate him. 


Present-day politics are not Irving's 
strong suit. There was little prospect that 
Austria's centre-Right government.was 
going to open itself to charges of being 
soft on neo-Nazi sympathisers, even when 
they wear a pin-striped suit and read PG 
Wodehous. 


Response among Jews, and others, 


_ to Mr. Irving's downfall have been mixed. 
- Lord Janner.is indignant, seemingly . 


unaware of any unease between his 
gloating over Irving's conviction and a 
platitudinous desire "to build a decent 
society for the future”. However, Deborah 
Lipstadt, the academic whom Irving sued 
for libel, but who now thrives on the 
international Holocaust circuit reminiscing 
about this experience, came out against 
imprisoning him. "Uncomfortable" with 


_ censorship, Lipstadt argues that, if you 


outlaw Holocaust-denialism, you can then ` 
outlaw Danish cartoonists. . 


Leaving aside the issue of. free 
‘speech, what do these events tell us about - 


- the wider public culture they have 


developed from? 


Irving himself reflects and 
unwholesome obsession with the Nazis. 
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His life has been about providing the latest . 


"fix", either in the form of some 


meaningless ‘archival fact whose 


significance he has blown out of all 
proportion, or better yet, using the absence 
of archival facts to deny warehouseloads 
of other evidence of the reality of the 
Holocaust. 


But his cottage industry can operate 
only in á wider market. Although this is 
camouflaged as "warnings from history”, 


in fact, television and publishing revert 


again and again to the Nazis, like the 
biblical dog returning to its own vomit. This 
works either to legitimise a lazy Left-wing 
view of the world, based on the creed of 
“anti-Fascism” or more disreputably, to 
- tempt and tantalise audiences with the 
_Nazis' sinister glamour. Why else 
constantly recycle the Nazis’ own slickly 
produced images? Why does television 
consistently ignore the 120 million victims 
of communism or people murdered by 
‘various Third World dictatorships? 


Irving's mistake was a failure to spot. 


how studies of Nazism had changed in his 
own lifetime. Being what academics call 
an "archive man", shifts in the realm of 
ideas are not Irving's strong suit, a 
common failing in the relatively 


unsophisticated field of military history that. 


is his forte. Thirty or 40 years ago, the 
burning issues for historians were Nazism 


as.one facet of a broader totalitarian | 
challenge to free societies, or, if one was. 
‘on the left, how Fascism had been 
produced by capitalism to defend itself- 
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- from communism. 


By the 1 980s these approaches had ~ 


. been superseded by an emphasis on 


"race", while some Jews insisted on the | 


_ ultimate significance of the Holocaust, 


“Holocaust studies" developed into a huge 
industry, with dedicated chairs, institutes, 
and a proselytising drive to create . 


-. Holocaust museums in every American 


city. 
_ This Holocaust industry amounts to 


- asecular religion. Tony Blairs Government 


has encouraged establishing this cult 


` through a wholly unnecessary Holocaust - 


Day. The cult has its priesthood, ever ready _ 
with words of encouragement of censure 
from far away Los Angeles. 


And it has nasty sectarian jealousies, 
with some Jews resentful of any mention 
of persecuted Gipsies of homosexuals, 
and the later resentful of compensation 
paid to Jewish people. It has several 
articles of faith and taboos. In these circles, 
it is taboo even to broach the fact that, in 
the 20th century, communism happened 
to kill many times more people than 
Nazism. It is not done to query such vulgar, 
ant-Catholic presumptions as the alleged 


culpability of Pius XII for his supposed 


silence during that period. It is also not 
done even to refer to "the Holocaust 
industry”. 


The industry i is also not very- good at 
asking such questions as why we needto ` 
know, down to the last pornographic detail, | 

everything that happened to Jewish people 


63) 
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-in Hitler's gruesome emporium, or. ` 
whether there should be university. | 
tourism | 


courses in . Holocaust 
(management thereof). — 


David Irving may or may not deserve 


to be in prison. The end of his story is as’ - 
predictable as its beginning, namely a | 


further press scrum when the chastened 


‘martyr emerges, which will in turn trigger _ 
a further orgy of interest. And the moral of 
-this tale? There probably isn't done, except 


that few people emerge from this dreary 
saga with much credit or honour, and that 


anyone with a mind will want to move on. ii 


' The Daily Telegraph, London 


"Whatever my circumstances of life, | always had a feeling © 
against defects and imperfections and avoided: tradition and 
= commonly trodden path. Whatever | was and in ‘whatsoever - 
conditions, | have never tried to tread in the footsteps of 
others, but have sought out a is for myself ang left my 

footprints for those who come..." 


- Maulana Azad in his autobiography "Tazkirah" j 
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Teachings of Lord Buddha 
| Four Noble Truths 
' The first truth is that life is painful, | 


The second, that pain is caused by a constant craving for sensual | 
delights, pleasure, material things.” — | 


The third, that pain will cease when a person is emencpa ei from 
desire. | | 


The fourth prescribes a "way that leads to the ieisaiibis of pain". 
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| MOHD. ALI JAUHAR 


i _ Salahuddin Khan* — 


Name: Mohd. Ali, Jauhar: "Nom de 
` plume" and his home town was Rampur. 
He was born towards the end of the year 
1879. Barely he was two years old his 
father left this world for his heavenly abode. 


The entire responsibility of his bringing up - 


and early education fell on the shoulders 
of his great mother. After the completion 
of primary and theological education in 
Rampur and Bariely Mowlana Mohd: Ali 
was sent to Aligarh for higher studies. He 
received his BA. Degree from the university 
of Aligarh. Finally he completed his studies 
` from the university of Oxford (U.K.). 


Mohd. Ali achieved a. prominent - 
place amongst his contemporaries 


* Retd: industrial Engineer 


= through his writings and speeches in 


English language. After finishing his — 
studies in U.K. he returned to India in the 


-year 1899 and joined civil service in 


Baroda. He started writing reviews for the 
Times of India which brought him immense 


_ fame. On one hand people used to admire 


his writings in English and on the other 
simply adored him for his political know. 


- how, prudentially and aplomb. 


In 1911 the erudite Mohd. Alidevoted 
all his time most seriously to journalism 
and started publishing the newspaper. 
"Comrade" from Kolkata. The style, policy, 
language and the presentation of the 


. newspaper were liked by ail and sundry. 


In 1912 he shifted "Comrade" from Kolkata 
to Delhi. From Delhi he took out another 
newspaper "Humdard" in Urdu which 
brought him accolades. | 


Eventually Mowlana Mohd. Ali 
became a leader from an editor. This 
transformation planted him in the hearts 


. of the populace. His writings both in 


English as well as Urdu accelerated and 


` strengthened the struggle for freedom of 


India. The surge of freedom spread from 
one corner of the country tothe other. 
Young and .old, Hindu and Muslim 
unanimously had one and the only one 
slogan on their lips, i.e. India. should get . 
freedom. Mohd. Ali's name was on every 
body's lips also, every heart was throbbing | 
with fondest love, due respect and 
undaunted faith in him. But with all that 
popularity he was like a sight for the sore 
eyes of British rulers. They wanted to shut 
his mouth. They endeavoured to stop the 
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flow of his pen and shake his suhi. 


But it was beyond them. They could only : 


imprison his body, lock him up behind bars 


-= and subject him to torture — that exactly | 


what they did. 


Mohd. Ali was incarcerated for along. | 


period of five years. His movements were 


_ watched and checked. Restrictions were . 
. imposed on his pen and tongue. But the | 
. British rulers could not vanquish his spirit 


and liberty of imagination which were 


_~ throbbing for the freedom of India. Inspite 
-.: of all these hinderances the spate found a 
` new direction of flow. Mohd. Ali Jauhar _ 

_ launched a political movement. He started . 
` Khilafat movement which sent shivers 
amongst the custodians of British Raj. It _ 
' - indeed was a loud and clear message for. 


-the colonial oppressors to set India free. 


- His ceaseless efforts finally bore fruits and 
‘made us throw away the chains of slavery © 


and become free citizens of India. Alas he 

_ was not there to witness all the mirth and 

| -happiness it brought in its wake i.e. putting 

‘an end to the unbridled colonial 
: aat 


` Mohd. Ali had a flair for writing poetry | 


| from childhood but the house atmòsphere 


-> and companionship of the legendary poet. 


"Dag" helped-nurtured his innate impulse. 
_To be more precise his yen for writing 
poetry reached its zenith while he was in 
jail. Much of his poetry involves connotative 


diction that: suggests meaning beyond | 
"what the’ words simply say". After.. 


spending five years in jail he was finally 


` released in 1920. The first world war was: 
over and along with that one of the- 


l chapter's of Mohd. Ali's life was also 
closed. He made a trip to Europe, placed 


the foundation stone of thè University of 


_Jame Millah in Delhi and took up the most _ 


arduous job of teaching. 


He was a fore runner along with 
Mahatma Gandhi in the fight for freedom. 
Towards the end. of the year 1921 he was 


. arrested a second time for a period of two 


years. He got an overwhelming ovation by . 


~~ ‘the people on his release from the jail. 


Mohd. Ali was elected the president of the - 


"Indian National Congress of. India which 


indeed was a sovereignty without a crown. 


He was very deeply attached to the 
_ national politics, educational politics and 
- particularly the politics of the Islamic world. 

His attachment made him travel to Europe. 


Through his pen and lofty speeches he 
kept on contending the Britishers, now 


| thundering, now demanding. . 


Inthe history of the freedom of India 
Mohd. Ali's name will be written in golden 
letters. His services rendered in this.cause’ 
will never be forgotten. His last journey to 
London (U.K.) to participate in the round - 
table conference may aptly be regarded 
as a historical one and also the talk he 
gave before the British rulers was 


' doubtlessly a land mark. One oft repeated 


sentence of that historical speech that "I 
have come to take freedom --- either | will. 
get it or lay my life right here in this land, ae 
will always be remembered. 


~ Mohd. Ali died in England on the Sth 
Jan. 1931. His body was. laid-to rest in | 
Jerusalem. His sad demise was mourned . 
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-notonly in India but through out the world. depicting patriotism. 


' May it be his personal life or. -. Hazaronsal Nargis apani be noori pe roti — 
journalism or intellectualism or poetry but hai % l 
it was far from being merely decorous. He. Bari mushkil se hota hai chaman. me 
plumed himself on his achievements in his deeda ver paida | 
poems which are a unique collection . a3 ~ Dr. Iqbal 


Jauhar belonged to that rare band of men who suffer — 
and die so that others may live. in freedom and | 
happiness. It is really ironical that today no one 


remembers this great soul of India who had dedicated 
his entire life to the cause of freedom. | 


Salim Kidwai 
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The e Ecstasy of Parting 
| Was ita ‘dream of strange communion? a 
What was it? | _ 
Separation, or was it union? 4 
What was it? | 


Last night when she was prosent at my side, Was it the moon or was it the 
Crescent? 


< What was it? 
| Was it lighting flashing through the heaven? Radiance or beauty dashing? 
What was it? | 7 


X 


o Qur parting was not clear; | cannot tell - Was ita month or was it a year? 

| What. was it? | 

a In Silence sore oppressed | spent the night. Could | have been depressed? Ah! 
What was it? 


| Mushafi 
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ISOLATED MINORITY. 
CHINA QUIETLY OBSERVES 


THE ISLAMIC FUROR. 


~ Jim Yardley 





Linxia, China — Religion is often 
hidden in China, so the unabashed public 
display of Islam here in the city known as 
_ Little Mecca is particularly striking. Men 
have beards and wear white. caps. 
Women wear head scarves. Minarets poke 


up from large mosques. A bookstore sells — 


. Qur'ans and religious study guides in 
Arabic. 


These are reminders that with 
almost 21 million followers of Islam China 
has roughly as many Muslims as Europe 
or ever Iraq. But the openness of religion 
in this isolated region along the ancient Silk 


[59] 


Road does not.mean that China's Muslims 
are active participants in the events roiling 


s the larger Islamic world. 


A casein pointi is the recent outrage 
and violence in Islamic countries over the 
Danish cartoons of the Prophet 


`: Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah 


be upon him). Here in Lifxia, which has 
more than 80 mosques, news of the 


cartoons spread quickly. The local religious 


affairs bureau also moved quickly. Local 
Muslims says officials visited imams and 
cautioned them against inciting followers. 


Not that most Chinese Muslims need 
any waning. With 1.3 billion people, China 
is so huge and Muslims constitute such a 
tiny minority that most intuitively learn to 
keep quiet. 


“We can talk about these things | 
‘among ourselves," said a shopper at a 
Muslim bookstore. "But China has a law. 


We are not allowed to speak out about 
these things that are upsetung the Muslim 
world." ; 


Human rights groups have 
highlighted the harsh treatment of Uighurs, 


X 


the Muslim ethnic group in the western: 


region of Xinjiang. Yet other Chinese 
Muslim groups that might be expected to 
support the Vighurs have rarely done so. 


Dru C. Gladney, a leading Western 
scholar on Chinese Muslims, said the 
country's 10 Muslim nationalities usually 
unite only when they feel an issue 


‘denigrates Islam, as was the case with the 


cartoons. Mr. Gladney said the largest 
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group, the Hui, regard some Uighurs as 
unpatriotic separatists who give other 
Chinese Muslims a bad name. 


"They don't tend to get too involved 


in international Islamic conflict," said Mr. 
Gladney, a professor of Asian studies at 
the University of Hawaii. "They don't want 
to be brands as radical Muslims." _ 


Yet Chinese Muslims should not be ~ 


considered completely submissive. 
Muslim rage, if mostly contained on 
international issues, has eee over 
localized affronts. 


A few years ago, ihousands of 
Muslims protested in various cities after a 
pig's head was nailed to the door of a 
mosque in Henan Province. And last year, 
riots erupted after Hui from all over central 


China rushed to the aid of a Muslim 


involved i in a traffic dispute. 


At the Mayanzhuang Islamic school 
in Linxia, Ma Huiyun, 40, the director of 
studies, said the cartoons infuriated him 
and other local Muslims. "But we have to 
cooperate with the government," he said. 


"They askéd us to be calm. They said they | 


“he. 


' Azad Academy Journal, April 1 - 30, 2006 


would speak on our behalf and express 


- our unhappiness." 


But many Mukim here cite 
obstacles to developing relationships with 
Muslims in other countries, and as a 
result, the Chinese remain largely isolated. 
"There is really not a lot of understanding 
about us in the outside world," Mr. Ma said. 


Many of the same problems that 
fuelled protests by Islamic immigrants in 
Europe — discrimination, lower education 
levels, higher unemployment, a sense of 
cultural separation from the dominant 
majority — can be found in China, too. The 
pressure to assimilate has diluted Islam 
in many places; in cities, some who call 
themselves Muslims abstain formatting 


. pork but rarely attend mosque. 


"Obviously, we're different from - 
Muslims in other parts of the world," said 
Ma Ruxiong, a teacher at the Nanguan 
Mosque, the oldest in Linxia. "We just can't 
go into the streets and protest. You have 
to have permission from the government. 
But there are other things we can do. We 
pray to Allah to protect all Muslims in the 


world." 
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